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COVID-19 Living Evidence Profile #1 
(Version 7: 28 May 2021) 

 
Question 
 
What is known about anticipated COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out elements? 
 
Background to the question 
  
The roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine is 
arguably one of the largest health-system 
initiatives ever conducted. As such, there are 
many activities that vaccine roll-out plans will 
need to consider, which we summarize in the 
framework below. We use this framework to 
organize key findings from evidence 
documents and experiences from other 
countries and from Canadian provinces and 
territories in this fourth version of our living 
evidence profile (LEP).  
 
It is important to note that this living 
evidence profile does not include evidence 
about the efficacy or effectiveness of 
COVID-19 vaccines. Four evidence-synthesis 
teams (COVID-NMA, McMaster/BMJ, 
Copenhagen Trials Unit, and PAHO/L*VE) 
are already addressing the question of vaccine 
efficacy in their respective living evidence 
syntheses, and they are each planning to 
address or are considering also addressing 
vaccine effectiveness by including ‘real-world’ 
observational studies, at least in some form. 
As well, a team led by Alfonso Iorio 
(McMaster University) and Julian Little 
(University of Ottawa) are maintaining, with 
support from COVID-END, a living 
evidence synthesis about vaccine 
effectiveness in general and for variants of 
concern, which will be updated every 
Wednesday for the foreseeable future. 
 
Also, a team led by Justin Presseau and 
Jeremy Grimshaw (University of Ottawa) is 
maintaining, with support from COVID-

Box 1: Our approach  
 
We identified new research evidence addressing the 
question by searching the COVID-END inventory of best 
evidence syntheses and the COVID-END guide to key 
COVID-19 evidence sources in the 19-21 May 2021 
period. We updated jurisdictional experiences by searching 
jurisdiction-specific sources of evidence listed in the same 
COVID-END guide to key COVID-19 evidence sources, 
and by hand searching government and stakeholder 
websites. We selected eight countries (Australia, China, 
France, Germany, Israel, New Zealand, the U.K., and the 
U.S.) that are advanced in their thinking and/or 
experiences with the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine.  
 
We searched for guidelines, full systematic reviews (or 
review-derived products such as overviews of systematic 
reviews), rapid reviews, protocols for systematic reviews, 
and titles/questions for systematic reviews or rapid 
reviews that have been identified as either being 
conducted or prioritized to be conducted. Single studies 
were only included if no relevant systematic reviews were 
identified. 
 
We appraised the methodological quality of full systematic 
reviews and rapid reviews that were deemed to be highly 
relevant using AMSTAR. Note that quality appraisal 
scores for rapid reviews are often lower because of the 
methodological shortcuts that need to be taken to 
accommodate compressed timeframes. AMSTAR rates 
overall quality on a scale of 0 to 11, where 11/11 
represents a review of the highest quality. It is important 
to note that the AMSTAR tool was developed to assess 
reviews focused on clinical interventions, so not all criteria 
apply to systematic reviews pertaining to delivery, financial 
or governance arrangements within health systems or to 
broader social systems. We appraised the quality of the 
highly relevant guidelines using three domains in AGREE 
II (stakeholder involvement, rigour of development, and 
editorial independence) and classified guidelines as high 
quality if they were scored as 60% or higher on each 
domain. 
 
This update of the living evidence profile was prepared in 
the equivalent of two days of a ‘full-court press’ by all 
involved staff, and will be updated once every six weeks to 
provide evidence updates that can support COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out. 
 

 

https://covid-nma.com/
https://ctu.dk/
https://covid-19pharmacovigilance.paho.org/
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-6.6---what-is-the-efficacy-and-effectiveness-of-available-covid-19-vaccines-in-general-and-specifically-for-variants-of-concern.pdf?sfvrsn=2b454a54_5
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-6.6---what-is-the-efficacy-and-effectiveness-of-available-covid-19-vaccines-in-general-and-specifically-for-variants-of-concern.pdf?sfvrsn=2b454a54_5
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-6.6---what-is-the-efficacy-and-effectiveness-of-available-covid-19-vaccines-in-general-and-specifically-for-variants-of-concern.pdf?sfvrsn=2b454a54_5
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-6.6---what-is-the-efficacy-and-effectiveness-of-available-covid-19-vaccines-in-general-and-specifically-for-variants-of-concern.pdf?sfvrsn=2b454a54_5
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end/resources-to-support-decision-makers/Inventory-of-best-evidence-syntheses/context
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end/resources-to-support-decision-makers/Inventory-of-best-evidence-syntheses/context
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end/resources-to-support-decision-makers/additional-supports/guide-to-key-covid-19-evidence-sources
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end/resources-to-support-decision-makers/additional-supports/guide-to-key-covid-19-evidence-sources
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END, a living behavioural-sciences document about supporting vaccine confidence and uptake 
among healthcare workers and (separately) among citizens, which will each be updated monthly for 
the foreseeable future (with the one focused on healthcare workers updated mid-month and the one 
focused on citizens updated at the end of the month). 
 

Organizing framework 
 

• Securing and distributing a reliable supply of vaccines and ancillary supplies (e.g., needles, 
diluents) 
o National purchasing 
o Delivery to country 
o Inventory management within country 
o Ordering within country 
o Distribution within country and to administration sites (including whether direct from 

centralized distributor to administering location and whether redistribution is allowed) 
o Storage and handling within country (e.g., cold-chain requirements and related supplies such 

as liquid nitrogen) 

• Allocating vaccines and ancillary supplies equitably 
o Approaches to developing and adjusting allocation rules (e.g., citizen- and stakeholder-

engagement processes) 
o Allocation rules (to priority populations, including those listed below, as well as to ‘lower 

levels’ in a federation and/or to providers who can reach priority populations) 

 Front-line healthcare workers 

 Residents in long-term care homes and other congregate-care settings 

 People at increased risk of severe COVID-19 (e.g., older and/or frail adults, those with 
chronic health conditions) 

 Essential workers (beyond front-line healthcare workers) and/or those in work 
environments that put them at elevated risk (e.g., food processing and transit) 

 Children (school aged) 

 Migrant workers 

 People in social environments that put them at elevated risk for COVID-19 (e.g., Black, 
Indigenous and other people of colour; those with low socio-economic status and/or living 
in crowded and poorly ventilated housing; and those living in communities with outbreaks) 

 People who have already had confirmed COVID-19 

 Mass public 

 People for whom vaccine safety and effectiveness has not yet been established (e.g., 
children under the age of 12 or 15, women who are pregnant or breastfeeding, 
immunocompromised, those with autoimmune conditions, those experiencing long 
episodes of COVID-19) 

 People at significant risk for severe allergic reaction 
o Dosing rules (number, timing of second dose, and potential for second dose to be a different 

vaccine) 
o Ensuring equity (including whether and how access through private means can be achieved by 

those not initially prioritized) 

• Communicating vaccine-allocation plans and the safety and effectiveness of vaccines 
o Target of intervention 

 General public 

 High-risk groups (see above list) 

https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/hcw-vaccination-living-behavioural-science-evidence-synthesis-v2-(may-18).pdf?sfvrsn=8668fbc9_8
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.2---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=c3c4cb8a_5
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 Individuals who are hesitant about or opposed to vaccination 
o Delivery of the intervention 

 By whom (e.g., health worker, research expert, teacher, business leader, government leader, 
community leader, citizen champion, media) 

 Frequency (e.g., daily, weekly) 

 Duration (i.e., how much or for how long) 

 Modality of delivery (e.g., social media, text, email, telephone, radio, television, face-to-face 
by video, face-to-face in person) 

o Content of messaging 
 Data and evidence about safety and about effectiveness in terms of both protection against 

COVID-19 (including duration of protection) and protection against transmission (and 
other factors that may contribute to vaccine acceptance and hesitancy) 

 Information about novel vaccine platforms (e.g., mRNA), current vaccine options (e.g., 
number of vaccines available in a country, number of doses required of any given vaccine), 
prioritized populations, and behaviours after vaccination 

 Information (for health workers) about vaccine-administration protocols 

 Myths and misinformation about vaccines 
 Risk-mitigation efforts (including complementary public-health measures used at time of 

vaccination) 

 Anticipated timing of when all those who want a vaccine will have been vaccinated 

• Administering vaccines in ways that optimize timely uptake 
o With what explicit effort to leverage existing health-system arrangements (e.g., vaccination 

systems and primary-care practices/community health centres) 
o Where 

 Community-based health settings (e.g., mobile clinics and pharmacies) 

 Other community settings (e.g., schools, workplaces, shelters, community centres, 
Indigenous community hubs, and unconventional spaces like drive-through lots and arenas 
or tents) 

 Primary-care settings (e.g., family doctor offices, nursing stations, community health 
centres) 

 Acute care (e.g., hospitals) 

 Long-term care homes 

 Public-health offices/centres 

 Other (e.g., private clinics, prisons) 
o With what appointment/scheduling and screening support, changes to physical spaces and 

patient flows through these spaces, and changes to hours of operation 
o With what post-vaccination observation period and what physical distancing, personal 

protective equipment, sanitation and other public-health measures 
o By whom (e.g., nurses, public-health workers, retired health workers) and with what changes 

to remuneration (e.g., increased vaccine-administration fee code) 
o With what partnerships to reach early populations of focus (e.g., among Black, Indigenous and 

people of color (BIPOC), and Indigenous leaders) 
o With what broader, complementary health interventions (e.g., flu vaccination and routine 

immunization, ongoing public-health measures) 
o With what second-dose provisions (e.g., from same manufacturer and from same or later 

supply than original dose) 
o With what second-dose reminders 
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o With what reporting requirements (e.g., vaccine supply, expiration dates, temperature 
excursion, and uptake) and supporting immunization information systems (e.g., vaccine 
registries and COVID-19 apps) and broader healthcare information systems (e.g., EHRs) 

o With what safety monitoring requirements (e.g., adverse events) 
o With what injury-compensation program (for vaccine recipients) and liability immunity (for 

vaccine distributors, planners and administering staff) 

• Surveillance, monitoring and evaluation, and reporting 
o Documenting vaccine-related opinions (e.g., vaccine acceptance and hesitancy) 
o Documenting vaccine status (e.g., for number of doses received and for use in cross-border 

travel and work-related migration) 
o Documenting adverse events and follow-up 
o Identifying sources of vaccine hesitancy 
o Monitoring supply safety (e.g., expiration dates, temperature excursion) 
o Identifying and measuring performance indicators (particularly those adjusted from standard 

vaccine programs) 
o Infrastructure to enable surveillance, monitoring and evaluation (e.g., patient-held records, 

electronic health records or reporting systems, online vaccination registries, COVID-19 apps) 

What we found 
 
We identified 133 new evidence documents since the last update of this LEP, of which we deemed 
35 to be highly relevant. The newly added highly relevant evidence documents include: 

• 10 new guidelines that meet our minimum requirements for a guideline (includes explicit 
recommendations and an explicit process for developing them);  

• one new systematic review; 

• 11 new rapid reviews; 

• eight new protocols for reviews that are underway; and 

• five new single studies that provide additional insight. 
This LEP also includes evidence documents from the previous version that we deemed to still be 
highly relevant, for a total of 157 highly relevant documents.  
 
Note that guidelines that do not meet minimum requirements for a guideline are assessed in terms 
of whether they include an evidence synthesis that we can then consider as a systematic or rapid 
review, and whether they describe jurisdictional experiences that we can then consider as a 
document included in our jurisdictional scan. We list documents that do not meet our requirements 
for a guideline, evidence synthesis or jurisdictional-experiences document in Appendix 5.   
 
We outline insights from the most salient information from the newly identified highly relevant 
evidence documents and from the jurisdictional scans in narrative form below. This is accompanied 
by Table 1, which provides more details about key findings from each of the newly identified 
evidence documents and new insights from the jurisdictional scans. In Table 2, we provide findings 
from still-relevant evidence documents and jurisdictional scans from the previous version of our 
LEP. We also outline the type and number of all documents that were identified in Table 3. 
 
For those who want to know more about our approach, we provide a detailed summary of our 
methods in Appendix 1. In addition, we provide: all highly relevant evidence documents identified 
from the updated searches in this LEP version in Appendix 2a; all highly relevant documents that 
were identified in previous versions in Appendix 2b (including their relevance to the categories in 
the organizing framework, key findings, and when they were conducted or published); medium- and 
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low-relevance documents identified from the updated searches in this LEP version in Appendix 2c; 
and detailed summaries of COVID-19 vaccine roll-out plans from other countries in Appendix 3 
and from Canadian provinces and territories in Appendix 4. Documents excluded at the final stages 
of reviewing are provided in Appendix 5.  
 
Key findings from highly relevant evidence documents 
 
The highly relevant evidence documents included in this LEP address one or more of the following 
four key areas of current focus in the vaccine roll-out (which often cut across multiple domains of 
the organizing framework): 

• adjusting plans for allocating vaccines equitably (e.g., focusing on ‘hotspots’, marginalized 
communities, and medical risk); 

• supporting community and primary-care settings to communicate about and administer vaccines 
in ways that optimize timely and equitable uptake (e.g., vaccination information, engagement of 
the community, and mobile clinics for hard-to-reach people); 

• adjusting public-health guidance for people who are fully vaccinated; and  

• monitoring the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out (including documentation of vaccination, adverse 
events, hesitancy/intention). 

 
First, we found five highly relevant guidelines (of which one is high quality) and one low-quality 
rapid review that provide recommendations on COVID-19 vaccine provision and considerations for 
different population groups that have increased risk of severe illness and/or death from COVID-19, 
including: 

• people with autoimmune rheumatic diseases (Canadian Rheumatology Association – high-quality 
AGREE II rating; published 15 May 2021); 

• women aged 50 years or younger and pregnant or lactating people (American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists – low-quality AGREE II rating; last updated 28 April 2021); 

• people with hemophilia (Hemophilia Board of the German, Austrian, Swiss Society on 
Thrombosis Hemostasis Research – low-quality AGREE II rating; published 15 April 2021) 

• healthcare providers who are pregnant or breastfeeding (International Federation of 
Otorhinolaryngological Societies research group and Confederation of European 
Otorhinolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery board – low-quality AGREE II rating; published 
15 April 2021);  

• people with cryoglobulinaemic vasculitis (Italian Group for the Study of Cryoglobulaemias – low-
quality AGREE II rating; published 12 April 2021); and 

• people with disabilities and accessibility challenges (rapid review – AMSTAR rating: 0/9; 
published 26 April 2021). 

 
Additionally, we found a medium-quality rapid review that examined the magnitude of risk factors 
and severe outcomes of COVID-19 to help inform vaccination prioritization guidance by Canada’s 
National Advisory Committee on Immunization (7/10 AMSTAR rating; pre-print last edited 22 May 
2021). The review reported that increased risk of mortality from COVID-19 is associated with 
people aged 60 to 69 years, with two or more chronic conditions, Down syndrome, Type 1 and 2 
diabetes, end-stage kidney disease, epilepsy, motor neuron disease, multiple sclerosis, myasthenia 
gravis, and/or Huntingdon’s disease.  
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33993119/
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://www.thieme-connect.de/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/a-1401-2691
https://www.thieme-connect.de/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/a-1401-2691
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33938790/
file:///C:/Users/Kartik/Downloads/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccination-and-disability-Policy-brief-2021.1-eng.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
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Second, for supporting community and primary-care settings to communicate about and administer 
vaccines in ways that optimize timely and equitable uptake, we found a low-quality guideline, two 
low-quality rapid reviews, and a single study:  

• WHO and UNICEF guidelines on how to engage community health workers in COVID-19 
vaccination programs given that they have the potential to identify and connect with marginalized 
populations to help address accessibility and knowledge barriers (low-quality AGREE II rating; 
published 26 April 2021); 

• a low-quality rapid review that identified three models of mass-vaccination clinics (i.e., drive-
through, walk-through, and mobile clinics), which found that effective practices involved the 
maintenance of public-health measures (e.g., physical distancing, reducing participant length of 
time, providing multiple locations within a region) (3/9 AMSTAR; literature last searched 20 June 
2020);  

• a low-quality rapid review that recommended the development of supportive and safe 
environments where information about vaccine safety and efficacy could be discussed between 
employers and healthcare personnel (2/9 AMSTAR rating; published 20 April 2021); and  

• a single randomized controlled trial study that assessed the effectiveness of different types of 
written COVID-19 vaccination information, which found that emphasizing personal benefits 
instead of collective benefits or a combination of both was more effective in individuals who are 
strongly hesitant about vaccination (published 12 May 2021).  

 
Third, with respect to adjusting public-health guidance for people who are fully vaccinated, the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control developed interim guidance (low-quality 
AGREE II rating; published 21 April 2021) recommended: 

• relaxing physical distancing and face-mask requirements if fully vaccinated people meet with 
other fully vaccinated individuals;  

• relaxing physical-distancing and face-mask requirements if there are no risk factors for severe 
disease in interactions between vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals;  

• considering fully vaccinated individuals who may have been exposed as a low-risk contact during 
contact tracing; 

• modifying or waiving testing and quarantine for fully vaccinated individuals in settings with low 
community transmission; and 

• maintaining current public-health measures in public spaces, large gatherings, and during travel.  
 
Lastly, guidance and evidence continue to emerge for monitoring and evaluating the COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out, including documentation of vaccination, adverse events, and hesitancy/intention. 
We found: 

• guidance from the U.S. Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices on thrombosis 
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS), which reported that the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine is highly 
effective and that limiting its usage to specific populations may reduce TTS cases (low-quality 
AGREE II rating; published 30 April 2021); 

• a medium-quality review that attributed the roll-out of mass-vaccination programs to a reduction 
of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in addition to low rates of vaccine-related 
serious adverse events across jurisdictions with good vaccination coverage, with accessibility to 
vaccination programs and sites identified as a challenge (5/9 AMSTAR rating; literature last 
searched 1 March 2021); 

• a medium-quality rapid review that summarized 109 studies on vaccination uptake and attitudes 
in Canada and globally, which found that the intent to vaccinate among the general population in 
Canada ranges between 66-88% (with people living in British Columbia, Quebec, and Atlantic 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00096-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00096-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00096-7/fulltext
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-guidance-benefits-full-vaccination-against-covid-19-transmission
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
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provinces having the highest intention to vaccinate) (4/9 AMSTAR rating; last updated 23 April 
2021); 

• a medium-quality rapid review that summarized sources of vaccine hesitancy among Indigenous 
groups, Black, African and Caribbean communities, and individuals experiencing homelessness, 
which found primary concerns were related to vaccine safety, trade-off between perceived risk of 
COVID-19 and risk of adverse effects of the vaccine, and ease of accessibility to vaccination 
programs and sites (6/9 AMSTAR rating; last updated 30 April 2021);  

• two medium-quality rapid reviews reporting that lower vaccination acceptance and/or uptake 
among the general public and healthcare workers were associated with concerns and misinformed 
beliefs about efficacy, safety and necessity, mistrust of government and public-health agencies, 
and whether they belonged to a marginalized group (e.g., Black, Latinx, Asian) (4/9 AMSTAR 
rating; literature last searched 20 April 2021; 5/9 AMSTAR rating; literature last searched 20 
April 2021); and 

• a low-quality rapid review that summarizes recommendations from different professional 
societies about diagnostic pathways and treatment for patients with possible thrombotic adverse 
events following COVID-19 vaccination (0/9 AMSTAR rating; last updated 13 May 2021). 

 
Key findings from the jurisdictional scan 
 
We identified several new insights across each of the five domains of the organizing framework 
based on the experiences with the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine in eight countries (Australia, 
China, France, Germany, Israel, New Zealand, the U.K., and the U.S.), as well as all provinces and 
territories in Canada. We summarize these insights according to each domain of the framework 
below. 
 
In terms of securing and distributing a reliable supply of vaccines and ancillary supplies, we found 
that: 

• countries are entering into more purchasing agreements with mRNA vaccine manufacturers with: 
o Australia having secured new agreements with both Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna to 

purchase millions of their vaccines to be delivered in 2021, and 
o Canada having purchased more Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines to be delivered between May and 

July 2021, and having also secured Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines for 2022 and 2023, with the 
flexibility to extend to 2024; 

• China’s Sinopharm vaccine was given emergency use authorization approval by the World Health 
Organization on 7 May 2021, and China has continued to support its vaccine producers in 
exporting vaccines to other countries; 

• efforts are being made by some countries to secure domestic manufacturing of mRNA vaccines, 
with: 
o Germany now manufacturing and distributing Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines at its new 

production plant, 
o Australia having discussions with Moderna to set up a manufacturing plant in-country, and 
o Canada investing in establishing an mRNA vaccine production plant in Mississauga, Ontario; 

• Canada has not yet distributed the Johnson & Johnson vaccines it has received to provinces after 
learning that the doses were processed in a U.S. plant where quality-control problems were 
reported; and 

• more efforts to ensure the safe and efficient storage and handling of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines 
have been made in Australia (where the government is preparing to secure cold-chain storage, 
staff training, and regular management of equipment and monitoring systems) and the U.S. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
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(where the Food and Drug Administration has authorized a longer time for refrigerator storage 
of thawed Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine prior to dilution). 

 

In terms of adjusting plans for allocating vaccines and ancillary supplies equitably, we found that: 

• all included countries except Australia, Germany, New Zealand and some parts of the U.K. are 
currently allowing all adults 18 years and older to book appointments for a COVID-19 vaccine;  

• several countries have made changes to their recommendations for the use of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca and the Johnson & Johnson vaccines in recent weeks, with: 
o Germany and the U.S. having lifted all restrictions on the use of the Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine, allowing all adults to get the vaccine, 
o Germany also lifting restrictions on the use of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, 
o the U.K. and Canada issuing advice for adults under 55 years old to be given the Oxford-

AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vaccines only if the individual does not wish to wait for 
an mRNA vaccine and the benefits outweigh the risks, and 

o most Canadian provinces having chosen to suspend issuing first doses of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine and instead focusing on administering existing and incoming doses to 
individuals who have already received their first dose; 

• given recent authorizations of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for emergency use in youth 12 to 15 
years old in Australia, Israel, the U.S. and Canada, these countries are now prioritizing individuals 
in this age group in their vaccine roll-out plans; 

• as of 24 April 2021, China began vaccinating foreigners in some provinces; 

• human rights and health organizations have identified inequities related to the vaccine roll-out 
and allocation for Palestinians, and in response, efforts have been made to ensure access to 
vaccines for Palestinians with relatives who live in Jerusalem, Palestinian prisoners, and 
Palestinian residents;  

• most countries reviewed have vaccinated between 40% and 65% of their populations with at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine; 

• the province of Alberta has entered into an agreement with the U.S. state of Montana to allow 
approximately 2,000 Alberta truck drivers who transport goods into the U.S. to receive the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine at a rest stop in Montana at no cost; and 

• for two weeks in May 2021, the province of Ontario allocated about 50% of all doses to ‘hotspot’ 
communities in 13 public-health units in the province that had elevated rates of virus 
transmission, hospitalizations and deaths. 

 
In terms of communicating vaccine-allocation plans and the safety and effectiveness of vaccines, we 
found that: 

• New Zealand launched a public-information campaign consisting of fact-based information and 
encouragement for people about the benefits of vaccination; 

• to increase vaccine uptake in recent weeks, leading businesses, employers and industry bodies in 
the U.K. have encouraged staff to be vaccinated when eligible; 

• most Canadian provinces have a dedicated webpage on their websites that they regularly update 
with information about the progress of the vaccine roll-out, eligibility, and how to book vaccine 
appointments; 

• resources are being provided for Indigenous communities in British Columbia with an aim of 
addressing vaccine anxiety and hesitancy;  

• Alberta provides information on the efficacy of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine after the first 
dose and the second dose when administered at different intervals; 
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• Newfoundland and Labrador, P.E.I. and the Northwest Territories have YouTube and Facebook 
channels to deliver information about how to book a vaccination appointment; and 

• Newfoundland and Labrador is providing youth the opportunity to submit anonymous vaccine 
questions to be answered by the province’s Chief Medical Office of Health between 19 May and 
22 May 2021. 

 
In terms of vaccine administration, we found that: 

• in New Zealand, a national vaccination booking system in its trial phase will be scaled up to the 
broader population in the second half of the year, and it was announced that 5,358 vaccinators 
have completed the country’s vaccinator-training program; 

• as New Zealand’s influenza season has begun, New Zealand’s Ministry of Health has 
recommended a two-week gap between the influenza vaccine and the COVID-19 vaccine, and if 
an individual has a vaccination appointment booked for COVID-19, they should get the 
COVID-19 vaccine first, but if not, they should get the influenza vaccine first; 

• vaccinations continue to occur in countries and Canadian provinces at a variety of locations, 
including ‘supersites,’ malls, drive-through clinics, doctor’s offices, and pharmacies; 

• five Indigenous-led COVID-19 immunization clinics have been established in Manitoba and 
several employer-led workplace vaccination clinics have been completed, are being started, or are 
being planned in Ontario and in Quebec; 

• Nova Scotia has partnered with the Rural Transportation Association to offer low-cost 
transportation for individuals unable to get to a vaccination appointment; and 

• vaccination clinics will be held in schools for students aged 12 to 17 years in Prince Edward 
Island, Yukon and the Northwest Territories. 
 

In terms of adjusting public-health guidance for people who are fully vaccinated, we found that: 

• in Israel, occupancy restrictions have been removed for places under the ‘green pass’ and it is 
mandatory for non-essential businesses to require people to hold a green pass to enter (the green 
pass system will end on 1 June 2021, which means that a proof of vaccination will no longer be 
required to enter businesses, and all remaining COVID-19 public-health restrictions on 
gatherings in Israel will also be lifted as of 1 June 2021; 

• as of 1 May 2021, all managed isolation and quarantine and government border workers in New 
Zealand must show proof of vaccination to enter their workplace, and new workers will need to 
have received their first vaccine dose before starting work, and then have 35 days from starting 
work to receive their second dose; 

• in the U.S., the CDC has stated that fully vaccinated people no longer need to wear a mask or 
physically distance in any setting, except where required by laws, rules and regulations, including 
local businesses and workplace guidance, and fully vaccinated people can also refrain from testing 
following a known exposure unless they are residents or employees of a correctional or detention 
facility or a homeless shelter; and 

• according to modelling data of the Public Health Agency of Canada from 23 April 2021, by 
maintaining public-health measures until at least 75% of the Canadian population has received 
their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and 20% of the population has received their second dose, 
infection rates of COVID-19 would be driven low enough to lift restrictions without 
overwhelming the health system (following this modelling and increasing vaccination rates, 
several Canadian provinces, including Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario, have released 
reopening plans based on vaccination thresholds and vaccine availability). 

 
Lastly, in terms of surveillance and monitoring, we found that: 
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• the latest online survey commissioned by the New Zealand government on the attitudes and 
sentiments of New Zealanders towards COVID-19 vaccines indicated that potential uptake 
overall has increased in April from 69% to 77% since March 2021 and that: 
o those unlikely to take a vaccine if offered has dropped from 20% to 12% since March, and 
o the two most common reasons for hesitancy are the quick turnaround time for development 

of the vaccine and the lack of information about any long-term effects of the vaccine; 

• adverse reactions to vaccines in New Zealand are reported to the Centre for Adverse Reactions 
Monitoring (CARM), which has an independent safety monitoring board that reviews all reports 
of concern in country as well as from overseas reporting; 

• a survey released on 26 May 2021 revealed that most Canadians showed strong support for 
vaccine passports use in international travel, with 79% of respondents supporting mandatory 
vaccine passports for international travel outside of the U.S., while 76% supported such a 
requirement for travel to the U.S. (but 41% of respondents did not support the idea of using 
vaccination proof domestically, such as when entering restaurants, malls and movie theatres); 

• reports of rare blood clotting following administration of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine have 
been made in a few Canadian provinces, including Alberta, Saskatchewan and Quebec; and 

• the Quebec government is beginning to make digital proof of vaccination available through the 
clicsante.ca portal. 
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Table 1: Highlights from new highly relevant evidence documents and experiences 
 

COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out 
activities 

New evidence New experiences 

General/cross-
cutting insights 

• A medium-quality systematic review reported that 
reduction of SARS-CoV-2 cases, hospitalizations, and 
deaths in addition to low rates of vaccine-related serious 
adverse events were attributed to the roll-out of mass-
vaccination programs in jurisdictions with good vaccination 
coverage (5/9 AMSTAR rating; literature last searched 1 
March 2021) 
o Most mass-vaccination programs involved the following 

elements: prioritization of vulnerable population groups, 
large vaccination hubs, use of solely or combination of 
Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, and Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccines, and guidelines for staffing, training and 
recruitment requirements  

o The review described potential challenges to vaccine roll-
outs such as shortages, vaccine-access inequities across 
vulnerable populations (e.g., refugees, migrants, minority 
groups, individuals living in conflict areas), cost of 
procurement and delivery, and vaccine hesitancy (e.g., 
especially among younger adults, individuals who identify 
as female, and black populations) 

• WHO released updated recommendations for the use of 
Oxford-AstraZeneca including: intended use, 
administration, booster doses, interchangeability with other 
COVID-19 vaccines, co-administration with other vaccines, 
contraindications, precautions, vaccination of specific 
population groups, and other considerations (e.g., 
communication strategies and vaccination logistics) (high-
quality AGREE II rating; last updated 21 April 2021) 

• More adjustments have been made to vaccine roll-out plans in 
countries and Canadian provinces after reviews of reports on 
thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (blood clots) from 
Oxford-AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vaccines were 
completed  

• The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine has been approved for emergency 
use in youth 12 to 15 years old in Australia, Israel, the U.S., and 
Canada 
o Both Australia and Canada have purchased millions more doses 

of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in April 
o Countries and Canadian provinces are or will be vaccinating 

youth in this age group in the coming days and weeks 

• Countries are continuing to invest in domestic manufacturing of 
vaccines to better ensure future vaccine supply 

• As vaccination rates have increased significantly over the last few 
weeks, the U.S. CDC has updated its guidelines with more 
allowances for fully vaccinated individuals, and Israel and some 
Canadian provinces have released reopening plans based on 
vaccination rate thresholds in their populations 

Securing and 
distributing a 
reliable supply of 
vaccines and 
ancillary supplies 

None identified  National purchasing 

• Australia purchased 20 million additional doses of Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine during the month of April and secured an agreement for 25 
million doses of the Moderna vaccine in May 

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/4/326/htm
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-AZD1222-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-AZD1222-2021.1
https://www.health.gov.au/node/18777/australias-vaccine-agreements
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/regulatory-decision-summary-detailTwo.html?linkID=RDS00802
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/about-covid-19-vaccines/australias-vaccine-agreements
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-secure-8-million-more-pfizer-doses-as-moderna-cuts-coming-shipments-1.5390234
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html#anchor_1615134468166
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-to-lift-all-covid-restrictions-on-gatherings-as-virus-fades/
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/about-covid-19-vaccines/australias-vaccine-agreements
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/about-covid-19-vaccines/australias-vaccine-agreements
https://www.health.gov.au/node/18777/australias-vaccine-agreements
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(e.g., needles, 
diluents) 

• Following the approval of China’s Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine 
for emergency use by the World Health Organization on 7 May 
2021, China continues to support its vaccine companies in 
exporting its vaccines to countries around the world, and is also 

collaborating with over 10 countries in vaccine research and 
development production  

• On 16 April 2021, it was announced that Canada has signed a new 
agreement with Pfizer-BioNTech for eight million more doses of 
their vaccine 
o Four million of these doses will be delivered in May 2021 (for a 

total of 8 million doses) and two million doses will be delivered 
in both June and July 

o With this new agreement, Canada is now on track to receive a 
total of 24 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine between 
April and June 

• On 23 April 2021, the Government of Canada announced that 
Canada has secured COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer-BioNTech for 
2022 and 2023 with flexibility to extend into 2024 
o This agreement includes access to a guaranteed 35 million doses 

in 2022 and 30 million in 2023, with options for 30 million more 
doses in each year 

 
Delivery to country 

• As of 23 May 2021, Germany has received 50,910,572 vaccine 
doses through partnerships with Pfizer-BioNTech, Oxford-
AstraZeneca, and Moderna 

• Germany expects to receive 119 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine, 78 million doses of Moderna vaccine, 56.3 million doses of 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, and 36.7 million doses of Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine by the end of 2021 

• New Zealand’s Director-General of Health said that Johnson & 
Johnson plans to deliver the two million doses of their Janseen 
vaccine in the third quarter of 2021, giving the country time to 
decide if and when those vaccines will be used  

• Canada received 300,000 doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
on 28 April 2021 and 665,000 doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine procured from the COVAX facility on 13 May 2021 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/08/c_139931459.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/21/c_139961464.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/20/c_139958895.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/08/c_139931459.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/08/c_139931459.htm
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-secure-8-million-more-pfizer-doses-as-moderna-cuts-coming-shipments-1.5390234
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-secure-8-million-more-pfizer-doses-as-moderna-cuts-coming-shipments-1.5390234
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-secures-vaccine-supply-beyond-2021.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3_Downloads/C/Coronavirus/Impfstoff/Lieferprognosen_verschiedene_Hersteller_2021.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccine-background-media-panel-15-april-2021/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/johnson-johnson-vaccine-hold-health-canada-1.6010065
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/05/13/astrazeneca-shipment-in-storage-as-provinces-mull-how-to-use-vaccine-linked-to-rare-risk.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/05/13/astrazeneca-shipment-in-storage-as-provinces-mull-how-to-use-vaccine-linked-to-rare-risk.html
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• Canada also expects to receive 9 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine in July alone 

Inventory management within country 

• Health Canada announced that as a result of reported cases of rare 
thrombosis in combination with thrombocytopenia (blood clotting) 
in the U.S., the labels on Johnson & Johnson vaccine vials have 
been updated with information about the possible side effects of 
the vaccine 

 
Ordering within country 

• The Australian Government is in discussions with Moderna to 
establish a manufacturing facility in Australia 

• On 15 May 2021, China approved one more inactivated COVID-19 
vaccine for emergency use, giving China a total of six COVID-19 
vaccines authorized for use in the country 

• Distribution of the first batch of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines 
manufactured at the new production plant in Germany was 
scheduled to begin in April 2021 

• On 26 April 2021, Moderna announced an agreement with Sanofi 
for fill and finish manufacturing of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine in the U.S. 

• The Prime Minister of Canada announced on 18 May 2021 that 
Canada will be investing nearly $200 million towards a facility based 
in Mississauga, Ontario to produce millions of mRNA vaccines 
each year 

 
Distribution within country and to administration sites  

• On 15 April 2021, New Zealand’s Director-General of Health said 
that when vaccines are delivered, they arrive at a distribution centre 
in Auckland and then are distributed by a third-party company 
called “PACE” to the different health regions 

• As of 25 May 2021, the U.S. CDC reported that more than 359 
million doses of COVID-19 vaccinations have been distributed  

• As of 25 May 2021, Health Canada has confirmed distribution of 
25,541,882 COVID-19 vaccines to the provinces and territories 
o  17,095,242 doses of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
o 5,593,760 doses of Moderna vaccine 

https://www.citynews1130.com/2021/05/18/canada-9-million-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-july/
https://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2021/75479a-eng.php
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/australia-secures-moderna-vaccines
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/15/c_139947511.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/15/c_139947511.htm
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-agreement-sanofi-fillfinish-manufacturing
https://globalnews.ca/news/7872431/covid-mrna-vaccine-canada-funding/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccine-background-media-panel-15-april-2021/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://d.docs.live.net/3d5f51341d02fb12/Documents/McMaster%20Forum/LEPs%202021/LEP%201.7/•%09As%20of%2012%20April%202021,%20Health%20Canada%20has%20confirmed%20distribution%20of%2011,399,542%20COVID-19%20vaccines%20to%20the%20provinces%20and%20territories
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o 2,852,880 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine  

• Health Canada has held off on distributing the shipment of 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines to provinces after learning that the 
doses were processed in a U.S. plant where quality control 
problems were reported 

 
Storage and handling within country 

• To safely store and handle the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, the 
Government of Australia is preparing to secure cold-chain storage, 
staff training, and regular management of equipment and 
monitoring systems 

• On 19 May 2021, the Food and Drug Administration authorized 
longer time for refrigerator storage of thawed Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine prior to dilution to make the vaccine more 
widely available 

• Ontario has published vaccine storage and handling guidance for 
vaccines including information regarding freezer setup, inspections, 
monitoring of storage equipment, vaccine transport, temperature 
excursion, preparation for immunization clinics, what to do when 
product is damaged, storage requirements for vaccines, 
recommendations for onward transport of vaccine beyond the 
initial point of delivery, guidance about insulated containers, and 
guidance on extracting additional doses from vaccine vials 

Allocating 
vaccines and 
ancillary supplies 
equitably 

Allocation rules 

• The Canadian Rheumatology Association (CRA) 
conditionally recommends COVID-19 vaccines for 
individuals with autoimmune rheumatic diseases (ARDs) 
based on low certainty of current evidence on the effect of 
certain vaccines (i.e., Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, Johnson 
and Johnson) and very low certainty of AstraZeneca in 
people with ARDs (high-quality AGREE II rating; 
published 15 May 2021) 

• The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
recommend FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccines for 
women under age 50 (including pregnant individuals) and 
to ensure that individuals are consulted on the rare risk of 
thrombosis and thrombocytopenia syndrome (low-quality 
AGREE II rating; last updated 28 April 2021) 

Allocation rules 

• Australia began phase 2A of its vaccine roll-out on 3 May 2021 
with people aged 50 years and over 

• On 24 May 2021, France started vaccinating priority professionals 
aged 18 years and older, but given the significant vaccination 
coverage for this group, France will open vaccination to all 
individuals 18 years and older as of 31 May 2021 
o Professionals concerned will be able to be vaccinated on 

presentation of proof of eligibility, such as professional card, pay 
slip for employees, declaration on honour for others 

• On 7 June 2021, Germany will lift its vaccination prioritization plan 
and allow anyone over the age of 16 to make a vaccination 
appointment 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/johnson-johnson-vaccine-hold-health-canada-1.6010065
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/johnson-johnson-vaccine-hold-health-canada-1.6010065
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/about-covid-19-vaccines/about-the-pfizerbiontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-brief-fda-authorizes-longer-time-refrigerator-storage-thawed-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/vaccine_storage_handling_pfizer_moderna.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/vaccine_storage_handling_pfizer_moderna.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33993119/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33993119/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33993119/
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/when-will-i-get-a-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gouvernement.fr/partage/12293-ouverture-de-la-vaccination-a-toute-la-population-le-31-mai-et-aux-professionnels-les-plus-exposes
https://www.gouvernement.fr/partage/12293-ouverture-de-la-vaccination-a-toute-la-population-le-31-mai-et-aux-professionnels-les-plus-exposes
https://www.gouvernement.fr/partage/12293-ouverture-de-la-vaccination-a-toute-la-population-le-31-mai-et-aux-professionnels-les-plus-exposes
https://www.zusammengegencorona.de/impfen/basiswissen-zum-impfen/aufhebung-der-impfpriorisierung/#faqitem=raa-9
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• The Hemophilia Board of the German, Austrian, Swiss 
Society on Thrombosis Hemostasis Research recommend 
intramuscular COVID-19 vaccines for individuals with 
hemophilia, but with some considerations (low-quality 
AGREE II rating; published 15 April 2021) 

• The International Federation of Otorhinolaryngological 
Societies research group and Confederation of European 
Otorhinolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery board 
recommend COVID-19 vaccines for otolaryngologists and 
head and neck surgeons who are considering pregnancy, 
who are childbearing, and/or breastfeeding (low-quality 
AGREE II rating; published 15 April 2021)  

• The Italian Group for the Study of Cryoglobulaemias 
recommend COVID-19 vaccines for individuals with 
cryoglobulinaemic vasculitis, and they should be considered 
a priority group during vaccine allocation (low-quality 
AGREE II rating; published 12 April 2021) 

• A medium-quality rapid review examined Canada’s vaccine 
prioritization guidance based on the PROGRESS model 
and the magnitude of risk factors and severe outcomes of 
COVID-19 (7/10 AMSTAR rating; pre-print last edited 22 
May 2021) 
o Increased risk of mortality from COVID-19 are 

associated with people aged 60 to 69 years, with two or 
more chronic conditions, have Down syndrome, 1ype 1 
and 2 diabetes, end-stage kidney disease, epilepsy, motor 
neuron disease, multiple sclerosis, myasthenia gravis, or 
Huntingdon’s disease  

o Higher increased risk of mortality from COVID-19 are 
associated with people with Down syndrome, aged 60 to 
69 years, and diabetes  

o There is little to no increase of severe outcomes for 
people with cardiovascular and respiratory conditions or  
for adult males compared to females  

• A low-quality rapid review from the WHO and UNICEF 
developed COVID-19 vaccination recommendations and 
equity considerations for people with disabilities and their 
social supports, governments, healthcare providers, 

• As of 30 April 2021, 95% of MIQ workers included in the first 
group of New Zealand’s vaccine roll-out have been vaccinated 

• In the U.K., while Northern Ireland has opened vaccine eligibility 

to individuals 18 years and older as of 5 May 2021, England has 

only allowed individuals aged 30 years and older to be vaccinated as 
of 26 May 2021 

• Alberta’s Premier announced on 7 May 2021 that the province had 
reached an agreement with the U.S. state of Montana to allow 
about 2,000 Alberta truck drivers who transport goods into the U.S. 
to receive the Johnson & Johnson vaccine at a rest stop in Montana 
at no cost 

• Canadian provinces have made significant progress in their vaccine 
roll-outs and made adjustments to prioritize certain populations 
o As of 12 May 2021, B.C. passed the 50% threshold of eligible 

adults receiving a first vaccination dose, and as of 22 May 2021, 
all residents aged 18 to 59 may call and book a vaccine 
appointment in five-year increments between May and June 2021 

 Health officials have reported that all eligible adults should 
receive at least their first dose by the middle of June 2021 

o In Alberta, vaccines were offered to more than 15,000 workers at 
136 federal and provincial meat-packing plants starting 27 April 
2021, and vaccine eligibility for groups under Phase 2C of the 
roll-out plan was expanded on 4 May 2021, to include teachers, 
early childhood educators and support staff provincewide to help 
protect schools 

 Bookings for this group operate on an honour system and no 
proof of employment is required to attend a vaccination 
appointment 

o Alberta began Phase 3 of its vaccine roll-out on 6 May 2021, 
opening vaccine appointment bookings to the general public, 
and the province aims to offer all adult residents a vaccine before 
30 June 2021  

o Individuals 16 years and older in Saskatchewan became eligible 
to book a vaccination appointment on 18 May 2021 

 The province aims to have all Saskatchewan residents fully 
vaccinated with two doses by 31 July 2021  

https://www.thieme-connect.de/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/a-1401-2691
https://www.thieme-connect.de/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/a-1401-2691
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00405-021-06794-6
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33938790/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33938790/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33938790/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33938790/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.23.21256014v2
file:///C:/Users/Kartik/Downloads/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccination-and-disability-Policy-brief-2021.1-eng.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Kartik/Downloads/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccination-and-disability-Policy-brief-2021.1-eng.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Kartik/Downloads/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccination-and-disability-Policy-brief-2021.1-eng.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/all-miq-and-government-border-workers-vaccinated-by-1-may/
https://covid-19.hscni.net/news/may-2021-vaccination-appointment-update/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/who-can-get-the-vaccine/
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=78120CBFAD9BB-A6CB-845D-BD42BBA1097C9341
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-vaccines-b-c-passes-50-threshold-of-eligible-adults-receiving-1st-dose-1.5425200
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/plan
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/every-b-c-adult-could-get-vaccine-by-mid-june-with-doubled-pfizer-deliveries-1.5407920
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=78024A141804E-D00B-5085-CC8B7ACCD7DDFD88
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=78024A141804E-D00B-5085-CC8B7ACCD7DDFD88
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=780810B0C397D-D873-70B0-2EF64B76AC057304
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7810164D5B338-EBA9-4712-C30B98FA845B62F5
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=780810B0C397D-D873-70B0-2EF64B76AC057304
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=780810B0C397D-D873-70B0-2EF64B76AC057304
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/17/covid19-update-for-may-17-saskatchewan-passes-600000-vaccines-administered-178-new-cases-293-recover
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community organizations, residential institutions and long-
term facilities, and communities (0/9 AMSTAR rating; 
published 26 April 2021) 

• A single study analyzed vaccine allocation plans across U.S. 
states and found that a majority of the plans ensured 
equitable distribution of vaccines and included indicators to 
measure progress (published 18 May 2021) 

Dosing rules 

• A modelling study examined the impact of extending the 
dosing intervals of mRNA vaccine (12 or 24 weeks) under 
the scenario of limited vaccine supply and a third wave in 
Canada, and found that this extension could lead to 
accelerated vaccine coverage and fewer cases of 
symptomatic disease, hospitalizations, and deaths compared 
to a six-week dosing interval (published 10 April 2021) 
o Increased death rates were attributed to parameters 

where the first dose only provided three-month 
protection and the first dose was only 65% or less 
effective against death 

o In Manitoba, adults aged 18 years and older are now eligible to 
book appointments to receive their first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine 

o Phase II vaccinations began in Ontario with older adults, people 
who live and work in high-risk congregate settings, caregivers in 
select congregate-care settings, individuals with health conditions 
and essential caregivers, and people who cannot work from 
home 

o On 6 April 2021, Ontario announced it would be increasing 
vaccine allocations to hotspot communities via all the established 
delivery channels in 13 public-health units in the province that 
had elevated rates of virus transmission, hospitalizations and 
deaths 

 A news release from 29 April 2021 shows that during the 
weeks of 3 May 2021 and 10 May 2021 the province was 
planning to allocate 50% of all doses to hotspots, and then 
return to allocating vaccine doses on a per capita basis as of 
the week of 17 May (based on the remaining eligible 
population) 

o As of 18 May 2021, all adults 18 and older in Ontario became 
eligible to book an appointment for a first dose 

o In Quebec, all adults 18 years and older, pregnant women, and 
individuals 16 and 17 years old who are essential workers and/or 
have a chronic disease or health problem that increases the risk 
of complications of COVID-19 became eligible for vaccination 
as of 25 May 2021 

o As of 18 May 2021, individuals aged 18 years and older in New 
Brunswick are now eligible to receive their first dose from either 
a pharmacy or vaccination clinic  

o New Brunswick is continuing to work with long-term care 
facilities to improve their vaccination rates 

 As of 20 May 2021, 67.2% of long-term healthcare staff have 
received at least one dose 

o All adults in Nova Scotia are eligible to book a vaccination 
appointment  

o An update to Phase 2 of Prince Edward Island’s vaccine roll-out 
plan shows that by 10 May 2021, all individuals 16 years and 
older will be eligible to be vaccinated  

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01379-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01379-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01379-6
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255094v1.full.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#sites
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#sites
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/getting-covid-19-vaccine-ontario#phase-2
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61009/ontario-moving-to-phase-two-of-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-plan
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000036/phase-two-schedule-for-covid-19-vaccine-booking-eligibility
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-plan#phase-2
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination#c92384
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/Promo/covid-19/COVID-19-vaccinations-now-eligible.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/social_development/vaccination.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/social_development/vaccination.html
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/#getting-the-vaccine
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/covid-19-vaccines-and-immunization-phased-approach
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 Phase 3 of Prince Edward Island’s roll-out will take place 
from summer to September 2021 and will offer second doses 
to individuals vaccinated in Phase 2, and youth younger than 
12 years of age will be eligible for a vaccine during this phase 
if one is approved for this age category 

o Newfoundland and Labrador has updated Phase 3 of its vaccine 
roll-out plan allowing individuals 12 years of age and older to 
book a vaccination appointment 

o As of 19 May 2021, all individuals in Yukon above 18 years of 
age are able to receive their first and second vaccine doses at a 
Whitehorse-based clinic 

• Several countries have made changes to their recommendations for 
the use of the Oxford-AstraZeneca and the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines in recent weeks 
o In France, use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine is only 

recommended for individuals over the age of 55 years in eligible 
population groups 

o As of 6 May 2021, Germany lifted restrictions banning those 
under 60 from getting the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, and as 
of 10 May 2021, Germany lifted prioritization of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccination, now allowing all adults to receive both 
vaccines 

 Germany recommends that second doses of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca and the Johnson & Johnson vaccines be 
administered four weeks after receiving the first dose 

o In the U.K.,  individuals aged 30 years or younger without 
underlying health conditions that put them at higher risk of 
severe COVID-19 disease are advised to choose an alternative to 
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, if available 

o On 23 April 2021, the FDA and the U.S. CDC lifted the 
recommended pause on use of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-
19 vaccine following a thorough safety review 

o In Canada, the National Advisory Committee on Immunization 
(NACI) changed its recommendation on the use of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine on 23 April 2021 and its recommendation 
on the use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine on 3 May 2021 to 
lower the recommended age for use of both vaccines to adults 
aged 30 and above 

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/covid-19-vaccines-and-immunization-phased-approach
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/covid-19-vaccines-and-immunization-phased-approach
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/covid-19-vaccines-and-immunization-phased-approach
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/gettheshot/
https://vaccination-info-service.fr/Les-maladies-et-leurs-vaccins/COVID-19
https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-germany-opens-up-astrazeneca-covid-vaccines-for-all-adults/a-57453351
https://www.zusammengegencorona.de/impfen/basiswissen-zum-impfen/aufhebung-der-impfpriorisierung/#faqitem=raa-5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-of-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-jcvi-statement-7-may-2021/use-of-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-azd1222-vaccine-updated-jcvi-statement-7-may-2021
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-and-cdc-lift-recommended-pause-johnson-johnson-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-use-following-thorough
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/summary-updated-statement-may-3-2021/NACI-summary-janssen-en.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html#a3
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o NACI also announced a preferential recommendation for 
authorized mRNA vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna) for 
adults under 55 years old, and advised that the Oxford-
AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vaccines should only be 
used if the individual does not wish to wait for an mRNA 
vaccine and the benefits outweigh the risks 

• Canadian provinces are in the midst of deciding if and how to 
administer doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine that arrived 
between 17-23 May 2021 from Health Canada after considering 
NACI’s advice, reports and concerns of rare blood clotting from 
the vaccine, and the increased supply of alternative mRNA vaccines 
in recent weeks 
o As of 12 May 2021, provincial health officers in B.C. are allowing 

appointments for second doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine to continue through pharmacies, but no new 
appointments may be made regardless of age group 

o On 19 April 2021, Alberta lowered the age eligibility for the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine to adults 40 years and older, but 
due to limited supply of the vaccine in May, existing doses in 
Alberta will be reserved for individuals who have a 
contraindication to an mRNA vaccine or are eligible to receive 
their second dose of the vaccine 

o Saskatchewan lowered the eligible age for use of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine from 55 years to 40 years on 20 April 2021, 
but then stopped giving out first doses of vaccine on 12 May 
2021 due to supply issues, and instead decided to reserve 
remaining and incoming shipments for second doses 

o On 19 April 2021, the decision was made in Manitoba to allow 
use of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine for all individuals aged 
40 and older, and on 30 April 2021, the age for eligibility was 
lowered to include people aged 30 to 39 with priority health 
conditions 

o On 21 May 2021, Ontario announced it will move forward with 
second doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, enabling 
eligible individuals to receive their second dose with a minimum 
of a 10-week interval between doses and informed consent 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/covid-19-vaccine-treatment/vaccine-rollout.html#t4
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/pharmacy
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7797314652AC1-9B13-54CE-561A8553F8229272
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/20/expanding-vaccination-covid19-eligibility-40-starting-april-28
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/sask-stops-administering-astrazeneca-1st-dose-considers-pfizer-2nd-1.6023098
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/sask-stops-administering-astrazeneca-1st-dose-considers-pfizer-2nd-1.6023098
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51138&posted=2021-04-19
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51187
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000174/ontario-proceeding-with-second-dose-administration-of-astrazeneca
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 The province published an information sheet that outlines the 
options for second doses for individuals who have already 
received one dose of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 

o Quebec stopped administering the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
as a first dose vaccine on 13 May 2021, but still offers it as a 
second dose 

 The suspension comes after the Quebec Immunization 
Committee released guidance and recommendations regarding 
the use of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine in the context of 
signals of vaccine-induced immune thrombotic 
thrombocytopenia 

o New Brunswick has 3,500 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
that will expire on 31 May 2021, and is urging individuals 55 
years of age and older who received the first dose to register for 
their second dose before the end of the month 

• The Quebec Immunization Committee issued recommendations 
regarding the use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine on 13 May 
2021 
o The committee recommended that the vaccine be offered to 

individuals aged 18 and older who present a contradiction for 
receiving an mRNA vaccine or if exceptional circumstances, 
such as when logistics prelude the use of an mRNA vaccine, arise 

o The committee notes that the vaccine may be considered for 
women aged 60 and older and men aged 30 and older who prefer 
a single dose vaccine or do not want to wait for an mRNA 
vaccine 

o The committee stresses the importance of making patients aware 
of the advantages and risks of the vaccine and ensuring providers 
are aware of the signs of vaccine-induced immune thrombotic 
thrombocytopenia 

• Prioritizing the vaccination of youth ages 12 to 17 years has had an 
impact on vaccine roll-out plans in Israel and in most Canadian 
provinces  
o The Ministry of Health in Israel is currently considering 

vaccination for children who are aged 12 to 15 given the current 
authorization to vaccinate children aged 12 years and older who 
belong to a high risk group 

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_AZ_2nd_dose.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_AZ_2nd_dose.pdf
https://www.msss.gouv.qc.ca/ministere/salle-de-presse/communique-2856/
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/publications/3124-signal-cas-thrombocytopenie-vaccination-astrazeneca.pdf
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66382209/
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/publications/3136-utilisation-vaccin-johnson-johnson-covid19
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
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o As of 19 May 2021, provincial health officers in B.C. announced 
that residents aged 12 to 17 years old can register for vaccination 
through the provincial booking system 

 Parental consent forms will not be required to receive a 
vaccination under the Infants Act  

o On 10 May 2021, every resident of Alberta age 12 and older 
became eligible to book a vaccination appointment 

 Residents 12 to 15 years old are only eligible to receive the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine as authorized by Health Canada 

o Saskatchewan has added youth aged 12 to 15 to their vaccine 
roll-out sequencing, and this group became eligible to book 
vaccination appointments on 20 May 2021 

 Written consent is required for all youth prior to vaccination 
o In Manitoba, youth 12 to 17 years of age are now eligible to 

book appointments to receive their first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine 

o As of 23 May 2021, all youth aged 12 years and older in Ontario 
are eligible to book an appointment for a first dose 

o As of 25 May 2021, adolescents 12 to 17 years of age throughout 
Quebec are eligible for vaccination 

o Newfoundland and Labrador has updated Phase 3 of its vaccine 
roll-out plan allowing individuals 12 years of age and older to 
book a vaccination appointment 

 Newfoundland and Labrador has a goal of getting all children 
between the ages of 12 and 15 fully vaccinated by early in the 
next school year 

o As of 31 May 2021, youth in rural areas in Yukon between 12 
and 17 years of age are eligible to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine 

 Youth in Whitehorse will be eligible to receive their first dose 
starting June 1 and their second dose starting June 23 

o As of 24 May 2021, all youth in NWT aged 12 to 17 are eligible 
to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 

 The Pfizer vaccine is exclusively reserved for youth due to 
limited supply 

 
Dosing rules 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-registration-eligibility
https://globalnews.ca/news/7881765/bc-covid-19-vaccine-youth-consent-infants-act/
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7810164D5B338-EBA9-4712-C30B98FA845B62F5
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/07/stick-it-to-covid-all-residents-12-eligible-for-vaccination-by-may-20
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#sites
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#sites
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-plan#phase-2
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination#c92384
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/gettheshot/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66373630/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66373630/
https://yukon.ca/en/news/covid-19-vaccination-clinics-youth-begin-may-31
https://yukon.ca/en/news/covid-19-vaccination-clinics-youth-begin-may-31
https://yukon.ca/en/news/covid-19-vaccination-clinics-youth-begin-may-31
https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/latest-updates
https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/latest-updates
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• As of 25 May 2021, a total of 3,690,622 COVID-19 vaccine doses 
have been administered to Australians 
o 2,061,522 of these doses have been delivered through primary 

care 

• As of 25 May 2021, more than 546.71 million doses of COVID-19 
vaccines have been administered across China  
o As of 25 May 2021, over 2.2 million vaccine doses have been 

administered in Hong Kong, and 934,341 people have been fully 
vaccinated 

o As of 26 May 2021, a total of 157,263 vaccine doses have been 
administered in Macao, with 58,837 people fully vaccinated 

• As of 26 May 2021, France has administered 34,200,676 vaccines 
doses 
o 24,098,326 individuals have received their first dose (45.9% of 

the total population)  
o 10,102,350 individuals have received their second dose and are 

fully vaccination (19.2% of the total population) 

• As of 24 May 2021, Germany has administered 45.4 million vaccine 
doses 
o 40.4% of the population has received the first dose of the 

vaccine, and 14.3% of the German population has been fully 
vaccinated 

o 669,641 doses are administered each day  

• As of 25 May 2021, 62.9% of the population in Israel have received 
at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and 59.1% of the 
population are fully vaccinated  
o 92% of Israelis aged 50 and older are fully vaccinated 

• As of 25 May 2021, New Zealand has administered 562,149 doses 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine – 371,043 first doses and 191,106 
second doses 
o New Zealand has used 98% of its vaccine stock 

• As of 26 May 2021, the U.K. has administrated 61,996,062 vaccine 
doses 
o 38,378,564 individuals have received their first dose 
o 23,616,498 individuals have received their second dose and are 

fully vaccinated  

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19#australias-vaccine-rollout
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/26/c_139970948.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-05/26/c_139970948.htm
https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard
https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard
https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard
https://www.ssm.gov.mo/docs/19164/19164_923bb1e907424d75ba1e188bf06997fe_000_.pdf
https://www.ssm.gov.mo/docs/19164/19164_923bb1e907424d75ba1e188bf06997fe_000_.pdf
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/vaccination-contre-la-covid-en-france-au-26-mai-2021-plus-de-34-200-000
https://impfdashboard.de/
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-data-and-statistics/covid-19-vaccine-data
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-data-and-statistics/covid-19-vaccine-data
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/vaccinations
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• In the U.K., those remaining people in the top nine priority groups 
who have yet to receive their second dose can do so earlier as the 
interval for second doses has been shortened from 12 to eight 
weeks  
o This follows the latest recommendation from the Joint 

Committee on Vaccination and Immunization (JCVI) to reduce 
dosing interval to protect the most vulnerable from the B1.617.2 
variant of concern identified in India 

• As of 25 May 2021, the U.S. CDC reported that more than 287 
million doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been administered 

• As of 26 May 2021, 85.7% of doses delivered to Canada have been 
administered 
o 20,052,430 first doses and 1,720,486 second doses of COVID-19 

vaccine have been administered 
o About 52.8% of the Canadian population have been vaccinated 

with at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

• As of 25 May 2021, the number of vaccine doses administered in 
Canadian provinces ranges from 8,251,642 in Ontario to 761,132 in 
Manitoba to 5,051,681 doses in Quebec to 31,272 doses in Nunavut  

• The Saskatchewan government announced that as of 17 May 2021, 
second dose administration of COVID-19 vaccines would begin in 
adults 85 years and older and will continue in lowering age 
increments 
o Priority for second doses will also be given to individuals 

diagnosed with or being treated for cancer, and individuals who 
have received solid organ transplants 

• Manitoba is modelling vaccine roll-out and distribution projections 
for second doses under high-supply and low-supply scenarios 
o Under a low-supply scenario, 70% of Manitobans aged 12 and 

older are forecasted to have a second dose by 31 July 2021, while 
under a high-supply scenario, 70% of Manitobans aged 12 and 
older are forecasted to have a second dose by 29 July 2021 

• On 23 April 2021, the Quebec Immunization Committee issued the 
following recommendations regarding second doses for long-term 
care residents in the context of a third wave and suboptimal vaccine 
coverage in health workers: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/most-vulnerable-offered-second-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine-earlier-to-help-protect-against-variants
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker-how-many-people-in-canada-have-received-shots-1.5247509
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/index.html
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/situation-coronavirus-in-quebec/covid-19-vaccination-data/#c81611
https://covid19tracker.ca/provincevac.html?p=NU
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/06/stick-it-to-covid-second-dose-strategy-detailed-youth-included-in-vaccine-sequencing
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-05192021.pdf
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/publications/3132-administration-deuxieme-dose-vaccins-residents-chsld-troisieme-vague
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/publications/3132-administration-deuxieme-dose-vaccins-residents-chsld-troisieme-vague
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o Immediately consider the administration of second doses to 
long-term care residents, respecting the minimum 28-days 
interval between doses 

o Improve vaccine coverage amongst health workers using 
effective and adaptable strategies 

o Monitor in quasi-real time the impacts of vaccination in Quebec 
and the international evidence to evaluate risks and benefits 

 
Ensuring equity 

• As of 25 April 2021, COVID-19 vaccination in China is available 
for foreigners in Shanghai, Beijing, Tianjin, Zhejiang province, 
Jiangsu province and Guangdong province  

• Human rights and health organizations have called out on inequities 
related to the vaccine roll-out and allocation for Palestinians 
o Efforts have been made to vaccinate Palestinians with relatives 

who live in Jerusalem and Palestinians prisoners 
o The vast majority of Palestinian citizens and residents of Israel 

have been vaccinated, but a majority of individuals living in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip remain unvaccinated (as of 20 
May 2021, 5.5% of Palestinians have received at least one dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine) 

o Vaccine shipments from the COVAX facility arrived in Palestine 
as of 17 March 2021 

• In Manitoba, all Indigenous people aged 12 years and older, as well 
as people with certain priority health conditions, are eligible to 
book an appointment for their second dose (if the minimum time 
interval between doses has been met) 

• As of 20 May 2021, 71,326 vaccine doses had been allocated to 
First Nations communities in Manitoba 
o Most of these doses (72.1%) have been administered on reserves 

• Individuals who are not permanent residents of Nova Scotia and do 
not have a Nova Scotia Health Card can book a vaccination 
appointment when their age group becomes eligible 

Communicating 
vaccine-allocation 
plans and the 
safety and 

Target of intervention 

• A low-quality rapid review found that COVID-19 
vaccination should be strongly encouraged among 
healthcare personnel, and recommended a supportive 
environment where information and clear explanation of 

Target of intervention 

• Leading businesses, employers and industry bodies, including 
IKEA, Asda, Metro Bank, and Proctor & Gamble U.K., have come 
together to support the COVID-19 vaccination program and 
encourage staff to receive their vaccine when eligible 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-04/25/c_83544.htm
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/01/denying-covid19-vaccines-to-palestinians-exposes-israels-institutionalized-discrimination/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00190-2/fulltext
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/01/972573521/israeli-health-officials-to-government-vaccinate-all-palestinians
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/arrival-first-wave-consignment-covax-covid-19-vaccine-doses-state-palestine
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#sites
https://geoportal.gov.mb.ca/apps/manitoba::manitoba-first-nations-covid-19-vaccinations/explore
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/#getting-the-vaccine
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/employers-unite-to-encourage-over-a-million-staff-to-get-the-covid-19-vaccine
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effectiveness of 
vaccines 

the benefit and value of the vaccine could be discussed 
between employers and healthcare personnel (2/9 
AMSTAR rating; published 20 April 2021) 

Content of messaging 

• WHO released guidance for the use of COVID-19 BIBP 
vaccine and recommends effective and culturally and 
linguistically acceptable communication to the general 
population regarding vaccine efficacy and safety (high-
quality AGREE II rating; published 7 May 2021) 

• Emphasizing personal benefits instead of collective benefits 
or a combination of both was more effective in individuals 
who are strongly hesitant about vaccination based on a 
single-blind parallel-group randomized controlled trial in 
the U.K. that assessed the effectiveness of different types 
of written COVID-19 vaccination information (published 
12 May 2021) 

• Resources for Indigenous communities in British Columbia aiming 
to address vaccine anxiety and hesitancy are provided 

• Between 19 May and 22 May 2021, youth in Newfoundland and 
Labrador have the opportunity to submit anonymous vaccine 
questions to be answered by the province’s top doctor 

 
Delivery of the intervention 

• New Zealand’s public-information campaign includes TV and radio 
ads, information booklets, videos of influential persons, and social 
media 

• Brochures have also been sent to all households in New Zealand to 
advise residents of which group they are in and how to book an 
appointment for a vaccination 

• The Newfoundland and Labrador Centre for Health Information 
posted on its YouTube channel a video explaining how to book a 
COVID-19 vaccination appointment online 

• A video titled, “Vaccine Clinic Walkthrough” was posted on the 
Government of Prince Edward Island’s YouTube channel on 14 
May 2021, outlining how to prepare for, and what to expect at your 
vaccination appointment 

• A public-service announcement titled, “When it’s your turn, get 
vaccinated” was posted on the Government of Prince Edward 
Island’s YouTube channel on 6 April 2021 to promote Islanders to 
get their vaccination once they become eligible  

• Weekly updates of the vaccine are provided on the Facebook page 
of the Government of Northwest Territories 

 
Content of messaging 

• New Zealand ramped up its public information campaign around 
vaccines during the week of 18 April 2021, consisting of fact-based 
information and encouragement for people about the benefits of 
vaccination  

• Information on the efficacy of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
after the first dose and the second dose when administered at 
different intervals is provided on the Alberta government’s website 

• Manitoba maintains a constantly updated webpage dedicated to 
outlining in detail the specific groups of people currently eligible to 

https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-04/Advice-to-NPHET_HCPs-who-do-not-avail-of-vaccination.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-BIBP-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-BIBP-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-BIBP-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-BIBP-2021.1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00096-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00096-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00096-7/fulltext
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/indigenous-community-resources
https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/latest-updates
https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/latest-updates
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccine-background-media-panel-15-april-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-28-april-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fD3ubogoJT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fD3ubogoJT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3jL_qxMK1Y&t=25s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7MpUzCDSmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7MpUzCDSmw
https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/latest-updates
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-21-april-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-21-april-2021/
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html
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book an appointment to receive their first or second vaccination 
appointment 

• A chart listing all eligible individuals, as well as where they can get a 
COVID-19 vaccine, has been updated on the Government of New 
Brunswick website 

• A list of the communities hosting vaccination clinics has been 
updated on the Government of New Brunswick website 

• Links for booking appointments, as well as the locations of 
vaccination clinics, pharmacies and local schools offering the 
vaccine, are posted on the Government of Prince Edward Island 
website 

• Links to book a vaccination appointment at one of the regional 
health authorities and information about the COVID-19 variants 
can be found on the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 
website 

Administering 
vaccines in ways 
that optimize 
timely uptake 

Where 

• A low-quality rapid review identified three models of mass-
vaccination clinics (i.e., drive-through, walk-through, 
mobile clinics) and found that effective practices involved 
the maintenance of public health measures (e.g., physical 
distancing, reducing participant length of time, providing 
multiple locations within a region) (3/9 AMSTAR rating; 
literature last searched 20 June 2020) 

With what partnerships 

• WHO and UNICEF outline guidance to involve 
community health workers in COVID-19 vaccination 
programs given that they have the potential to identify and 
connect with marginalized populations to help address 
accessibility and knowledge barriers (low-quality AGREE II 
rating; published 26 April 2021) 

With what broader, complementary health interventions 

• The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 

developed interim guidance for fully vaccinated individuals 
(low-quality AGREE II rating; published 21 April 2021) 
o Physical distancing and face-mask requirements can be 

relaxed if fully vaccinated people meet with other fully 
vaccinated individuals  

With what explicit effort to leverage existing health-system arrangements  

• As of 17 May 2021, the Government of Northwest Territories is 
offering funding to Indigenous and community governments to 
promote vaccines at the local and regional levels 

 
Where 

• In April 2021, medical practices in Germany began administering 
vaccinations  

• Vaccine administration is being managed differently by each district 
health board (DHB) in New Zealand, and will be made available at 
a range of locations, including pop-up clinics, general practitioners, 
Mãori and Pacific healthcare providers, mobile clinics, and 
community clinics 
o Vaccinations for group 3 of the vaccine roll-out have begun in 

different regions at different times in May 

• According to the Minister for the COVID-19 Response, 
vaccinations are being offered to staff and residents of aged 
residential care facilities around New Zealand at community 
vaccination centres 
o Mobile clinics have also been deployed to some rest homes 
o Each vaccination site in New Zealand goes through an 

accreditation process to ensure that the site can administer 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/Promo/covid-19/COVID-19-vaccinations-now-eligible.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine/upcoming-community-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/gettheshot/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/covid-19-variants/
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-CHWs-role-2021.1
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-guidance-benefits-full-vaccination-against-covid-19-transmission
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-guidance-benefits-full-vaccination-against-covid-19-transmission
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/vaccine-promotion-partnership-announced
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/coronavirus.html#c17572
https://covid19.govt.nz/covid-19-vaccines/how-to-get-a-covid-19-vaccination/booking-your-vaccination-appointments/vaccine-rollout-information-by-dhb/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-12-may-2021/
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o Physical distancing and face-mask requirements can be 
relaxed if there are no risk factors for severe disease in 
interactions between vaccinated and unvaccinated 
individuals  

o Fully vaccinated individuals who may have been exposed 
could be considered a low-risk contact during contact 
tracing 

o Testing and quarantine can be waived or modified for 
fully vaccinated individuals in settings with low 
community transmission  

o Current public-health measures should remain in place 
during public spaces, large gatherings, and during travel  

vaccines safely and in a measured way, according to the Director-
General of Health, 

• British Columbia is now offering vaccinations at malls, and youth 
aged 12 to 17 will be vaccinated in community clinics  

• Through a partnership between the First Nations Health Authority 
and First Nations communities in B.C., community-based clinics 
are being operated for First Nations people living on reserve and 
those living nearby off-reserve to be vaccinated 

• Select pharmacies in Saskatchewan are part of a pilot program to 
offer COVID-19 vaccines where bookings for appointments began 
on 26 April 2021  
o As of 3 May 2021, 102 pharmacies in 37 Saskatchewan 

communities are approved to receive vaccines as part of this 
program  

o Pharmacies were advised to offer vaccines to pharmacy and 
grocery staff working in facilities where vaccines are being 
offered 

• Saskatchewan announced on 12 April 2021 that its mobile 
vaccination units would target first responders once vaccinations in 
congregate-living settings were completed  
o First responders and front-line workers were also prioritized at 

mass-vaccination sites when Saskatchewan residents 40 years and 
older became eligible to receive the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
on 20 April 2021 

o Proof of employment is required at the vaccination site 

• The Saskatchewan Health Authority will begin administering the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in elementary and high schools across the 
province in the month of June 

• Supersites in Manitoba are currently in operation in Winnipeg 
(where there are two supersites), Brandon, Thompson, Selkirk, 
Morden, Dauphin, and Steinbach, with plans to open a new site in 
Gimli on 29 May 2021 
o At supersites and pop-up clinics, adults aged 18 years of age and 

older, as well as youth aged 12 to 17 years of age, are eligible to 
book appointments to receive their first dose 

• A distributed model of doctors’ offices and pharmacists in 
Manitoba was expected to administer 25% of daily doses in the 
second quarter, subject to approval of suitable vaccines 

https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccine-background-media-panel-15-april-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccine-background-media-panel-15-april-2021/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/new-covid-19-vaccine-clinic-locations-announced-by-b-c-s-largest-health-authority-1.5360410
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/covid-19-update-may-20-vaccines-for-children-12-to-17-1.6033896
https://www.fnha.ca/Documents/FNHA-COVID-19-Vaccine-Clinic-Update.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/22/covid19-update-for-april-22-372334-vaccines-administered-254-new-cases-299-recoveries-one-new-death
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/pharmacy-vaccine-administration
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/12/vaccine-delivery-plan-mobile-vaccination-units-to-prioritize-first-responders-health-care-workers-to
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/12/vaccine-delivery-plan-mobile-vaccination-units-to-prioritize-first-responders-health-care-workers-to
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/12/vaccine-delivery-plan-mobile-vaccination-units-to-prioritize-first-responders-health-care-workers-to
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/20/expanding-vaccination-covid19-eligibility-40-starting-april-28
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/20/expanding-vaccination-covid19-eligibility-40-starting-april-28
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/18/school-based-covid-19-vaccine-delivery-to-begin-in-june
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/clinics.html#super-sites
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#sites
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02032021.pdf
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o As of 18 May 2021, 10% of doses have been distributed through 
the distributed-channel model 

• Five Indigenous-led COVID-19 immunization clinics have been 
established in Winnipeg, Brandon, Portage la Prairie, and 
Thompson to increase vaccine accessibility and provide culturally 
safe spaces for First Nations (status and non-status), Metis and 
Inuit peoples in Manitoba 

• Ontario is anticipating that by the end of May 2021 more than 
2,400 pharmacies across the province will be offering either the 
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines 

• As of 5 May 2021, several employer-led workplace vaccination 
clinics in Ontario have been completed, are being started, or are 
being planned 

• As of 3 May 2021, 23 company-led vaccination centres have been 
established in Quebec 

• Two drive-thru clinics in Nova Scotia have been set up to increase 
the number of vaccinations administered daily 
o The first drive-thru clinic opened on 10 May 2021, at the 

Dartmouth General Hospital for individuals 50 years of age and 
older 

• Students aged 12-15 in P.E.I. will have the option of receiving their 
vaccination either at school or at a vaccine clinic beginning the 4 
June 2021 

• As of 31 May 2021, clinics will be held in schools across every 
Yukon community, and clinics located in Whitehorse, will allow 
youth between 12 and 17 years old to receive their first and second 
Pfizer-BioNTech doses 

• As of 24 May 2021, Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines will be provided 
during school to youth in N.W.T. 

 
With what appointment/scheduling and screening support 

• In New Zealand, a national vaccination booking system is in its trial 
phase and will be scaled up to the broader population in the second 
half of the year 
o Individuals who have booked vaccinations but missed their 

appointments are allowed to “walk-up” to vaccination centres 

https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/clinics.html#urban
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000185/covid-19-vaccine-booking-expanding-to-youth-12-ahead-of-schedule
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000185/covid-19-vaccine-booking-expanding-to-youth-12-ahead-of-schedule
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000072/ontario-launches-mobile-vaccine-units-in-hot-spot-workplaces
https://vaccinationentreprise.com/
https://novascotia.flow.canimmunize.ca/en/8675309
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210503001
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://yukon.ca/en/news/covid-19-vaccination-clinics-youth-begin-may-31
https://www.nthssa.ca/en/services/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-updates/covid-vaccine
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-12-may-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-12-may-2021/
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and get their vaccine, according to the Minister for the COVID-
19 Response 

• Some pop-up clinics in Manitoba operate on a walk-in basis while 
others require patients to call a dedicated phone line to book an 
appointment 

• As of 19 May 2021, approximately 67% of vaccination 
appointments in Manitoba are being made through the online 
booking portal, with the remainder being made over the phone 

• Ontario is operating an online booking system and provincial 
customer service desk to support vaccination appointment 
bookings at mass-immunization sites across all local public-health 
units in the province 
o Individuals booking through the provincial portal can book both 

their first and second dose appointments at the same time 
o Pharmacies are responsible for establishing and operating their 

own systems for vaccination appointment booking and 
management 

• The province of Nova Scotia has partnered with the Rural 
Transportation Association to offer low-cost transportation for 
individuals unable to get to a vaccination appointment   
o A link to find a provider to arrange transportation can be found 

on the Government of Nova Scotia website 

• Individuals in rural communities in Yukon who are 18 years or 
older can call local clinics to schedule a vaccine appointment or visit 
the Whitehorse clinic 

 
By whom and with what changes to remuneration 

• The government of New Zealand announced on 18 May 2021 that 
5,358 vaccinators have completed the IMAC training program 
o Initiatives are underway to further boost the pool of vaccinators 

in time for vaccination roll-out peaks later in the year, including 
possibly allowing people with health- and disability-sector 
experience across the country to work as supplementary 
vaccinators 

• As of 18 May 2021, there are 4,007 staff working in vaccination 
centres in Manitoba 

https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/clinics.html#pop-up-clinics
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-05192021.pdf
https://covid19.ontariohealth.ca/
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/book-your-vaccination-appointment/#transportation-for-vaccination-clinics
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/book-your-vaccination-appointment/#transportation-for-vaccination-clinics
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-milestone-5000th-vaccinator-completes-specialised-training/
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-05192021.pdf
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• Primary-care providers in six public-health units in Ontario have 
begun contacting eligible patients to book vaccination 
appointments; they are not taking appointments by request 

 
With what broader, complementary health interventions 

• Non-vaccinated people in Israel can now enter indoor attractions, 
and private gatherings have increased to up to 500 people outdoors 
and 50 people indoors 

• In Israel, occupancy restrictions have been removed for places 
under the green pass and it is mandatory for non-essential 
businesses to require people to hold a green pass to enter 
o The Green Pass system will end on 1 June 2021, which means 

that a proof of vaccination is no longer required to enter 
businesses (e.g., venues, stores, restaurants) 

• All remaining COVID-19 public-health measure restrictions on 
gatherings in Israel will also be lifted as of 1 June 2021 
o The requirement to wear masks indoors remains in place for the 

next two weeks 

• As of 1 May 2021, all MIQ and government border workers in New 
Zealand must show proof of vaccination in order to enter their 
workplace 
o Initially, current workers who have received one dose of vaccine 

will be considered vaccinated 
o By 5 June 2021, all current workers must have had two doses of 

vaccine to be considered vaccinated 
o New workers will need to have had their first dose before 

starting work, and then have 35 days from starting work to 
receive their second dose 

• New Zealand’s Ministry of Health recommends a two-week gap 
between the influenza vaccine and the COVID-19 vaccine  
o It is recommended that if an individual has a vaccination 

appointment booked for COVID-19, they should get the 
COVID-19 vaccine first, but if not, they should get the influenza 
vaccine first 

o New Zealand’s 2021 influenza immunization program began on 
14 April 2021 for people 65 years and older 

• The U.S. CDC updated its guidelines for fully vaccinated people on 
13 May 2021 and made the following changes: 

https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#localroll
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-to-lift-all-covid-restrictions-on-gatherings-as-virus-fades/
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/all-miq-and-government-border-workers-vaccinated-by-1-may/
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/influenza
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/influenza
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html#anchor_1615134468166
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o Fully vaccinated people no longer need to wear a mask or 
physically distance in any setting, except where required by 
federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules and 
regulations, including local business and workplace guidance 

o Fully vaccinated people can refrain from testing following a 
known exposure unless they are residents or employees of a 
correctional or detention facility or a homeless shelter 

• According to modelling of the Public Health Agency of Canada on 
23 April 2021, by maintaining public health measures until at least 
75% of the Canadian population has received their first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine and 20% of the population has received their 
second dose, infection rates of COVID-19 would be driven low 
enough to lift restrictions without overwhelming the healthcare 
system  

• The Alberta government has announced a three-stage Reopening 
Plan for summer 2021 based partially on vaccination rates 
o Stage one of the plan is anticipated to begin on 2 June 2021 and 

requires two weeks to have passed after 50% of Albertans 12 
years and older have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine  

o As of 25 May 2021, 49.7% of the population in Alberta have 
received their first dose 

• On 4 May 2021, the Government of Saskatchewan released a three-
step Re-opening Plan for the province based on vaccination 
thresholds and vaccine availability 
o The first step of the plan is expected to commence once three 

weeks have passed since 70% of the population 40 years and 
older have received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and all 
adults over 18 years old are eligible 

o A target date was set by the Saskatchewan government to reach 
the threshold to enter step one of the plan on 30 May 2021 

• The recently released reopening plan in Ontario also proposes a 
three-step plan that is based on vaccination rates 
o Step 1 (60% of adults with one dose): Outdoors first with 

limited, well-managed crowding and restricted retail 
o Step 2 (70% of adults with one dose and 20% fully vaccinated): 

Open indoors with small numbers and face coverings and 
expanded outdoor activities 

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/diseases-maladies/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/epidemiological-economic-research-data/update-covid-19-canada-epidemiology-modelling-20210423-en.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/enhanced-public-health-measures.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/enhanced-public-health-measures.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/stats/covid-19-alberta-statistics.htm#vaccinations
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/04/reopening-roadmap-a-gradual-measured-approach-to-easing-public-health-measures
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/04/reopening-roadmap-a-gradual-measured-approach-to-easing-public-health-measures
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/09/reopening-roadmap-sunday-may-30th-set-as-target-date-for-step-one
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o Step 3 (70-80% with one dose and 25% fully vaccinated): 
Expand indoors where face coverings can’t always be worn 

• As of 25 May 2021, Yukoners who are fully vaccinated and can 
provide confirmation of their vaccine status, do not have to self-
isolate when entering the territory from anywhere in Canada, and 
Yukon bars and restaurants will return to full capacity with no 
physical distancing given that nearly 75% of Yukoners have 
received their first vaccine dose 

• While proof of vaccination is not required for travel outside of the 
Northwest Territories, proof of vaccination can be provided to 

individuals who complete and submit a COVID-19 vaccine record 
form 

• As of 21 April 2021, all employees covered by the Employment 
Standards Code in Alberta are allowed three hours of paid, job-
protected leave to get each dose of a COVID-19 vaccine 

 
With what injury-compensation program 

• As of 17 May 2021, Australia is not pursuing a no-fault COVID-19 
vaccine-injury compensation as serious side effects are extremely 
rare 

Surveillance, 
monitoring and 
evaluation, and 
reporting 

Documenting vaccine-related opinions 

• A medium-quality rapid review summarized 109 studies 
that focused on vaccination uptake and attitudes in Canada 
and globally (4/9 AMSTAR rating; last updated 23 April 
2021) 
o Vaccination uptake was positively associated with 

individuals who are males, older, higher socio-economic 
status, trust in experts and government, previous history 
of receiving an influenza vaccine, and heightened 
concern about COVID-19 

o Marginalized populations (e.g., Black, Asian) have been 
reported with the lowest vaccination-uptake rate  

o Intent to vaccinate in the general population in Canada 
ranges between 66-88% (with British Columbia, Quebec, 
and Atlantic provinces with the highest intention to 
vaccinate) 

• A medium-quality rapid review summarized behavioural 
responses and attitudes towards receiving a COVID-19 

Documenting vaccine-related opinions 

• Four distinct online surveys have been taken on the attitudes and 
sentiments of New Zealanders towards COVID-19 vaccines, and 
the latest survey indicated that potential uptake overall has 
increased in April to 77% from 69% in March 2021  
o Those unlikely to take a vaccine if offered has dropped to 12% 

from 20% in March 
o The two most common reasons for hesitancy are the quick 

turnaround time for development of the vaccine and the 
unknown about the long-term effects of the vaccine 

• An Angus Reid survey released 26 May 2021 revealed that most 
Canadians showed strong support for vaccine passports use in 
international travel 
o 79% of respondents supported mandatory vaccine passports for 

international travel outside of the U.S. while 76% supported such 
a requirement for travel to the U.S. 

https://yukon.ca/en/news/yukon-lifting-restrictions-vaccine-uptake-increases
https://yukon.ca/en/news/yukon-lifting-restrictions-vaccine-uptake-increases
https://www.hss.gov.nt.ca/sites/hss/files/resources/request-access-correct-health-info-yours.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/providing-paid-covid-19-vaccination-leave.aspx#:~:text=All%20employees%20covered%20by%20the,but%20are%20not%20required%20to.
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/what-happens-after-i-am-vaccinated-for-covid-19
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/summaries-recent-evidence.html
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255072v1
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-strategy-planning-insights/covid-19-vaccine-research-insights
https://angusreid.org/covid-vaccine-passport/
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vaccine if it resulted in a certification to allow for extended 
activities and international travel and found that responses 
varied based on the type of activity (7/9 AMSTAR rating; 
literature last searched 28 December 2020) 

• A single study reported that individuals preferred single 
doses over multiple vaccine doses, reduced wait times, and 
vaccinations at a pharmacy or health facility instead of 
mass-vaccination sites  
o The authors concluded that streamlined and simplified 

vaccination campaigns with autonomy over brand and 
location may promote ease of vaccination  

Documenting adverse events and follow-up 

• The U.S. Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
developed interim guidance based on thrombosis 
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS) identified in the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), and 
found that Janssen COVID-19 vaccine is highly effective, 
but limiting its usage to specific populations may reduce 
TTS cases (low-quality AGREE II rating; published 30 
April 2021) 

• A low-quality rapid review summarizes recommendations 
from different professional societies about diagnostic 
pathways and treatment for patients with possible 
thrombotic adverse events following COVID-19 
vaccination (0/9 AMSTAR rating; last updated 13 May 
2021) 

 
Identifying sources of vaccine hesitancy 

• A medium-quality rapid review summarized sources of 
vaccine hesitancy among Indigenous groups, Black, African 
and Caribbean communities, and individuals experiencing 
homelessness (6/9 AMSTAR rating; last updated 30 April 
2021) 
o Indigenous groups were primarily concerned about 

vaccine safety and preferred communication from 
trusted sources to provide information about risks and 
benefits  

o However, 41% of respondents did not support the idea of using 
vaccination proof domestically, such as when entering 
restaurants, malls and movie theatres 

 
Documenting vaccine status 

• According to the Director-General of Health of New Zealand, as of 
27 April 2021, all employers of border workers are mandated to use 
the COVID-19 immunization register to upload information about 
their workers who require vaccination; the register is connected to 
New Zealand’s NHI system 

• Public Health England released its updated COVID-19 vaccine 
surveillance report, current as of 20 May 2021 
o Findings show that one in  three adults in England are already 

fully vaccinated with both doses 

• The Quebec government is beginning to make digital proof of 
vaccination available through the clicsante.ca portal 
o Individuals are required to input a valid email address or phone 

number as well as their health insurance number to receive proof 
of vaccination via email or text message 

 
Documenting adverse events and follow-up 

• Adverse reactions to vaccines are reported to the Centre for 
Adverse Reactions Monitoring (CARM), which has an independent 
safety monitoring board that reviews all reports of concern in 
country as well as from overseas reporting, according to New 
Zealand’s COVID-19 Response Minister 

• Canada reported its first case of rare blood clotting after 
vaccination with the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine in Quebec on 13 
April 2021  
o The first death due to these blood clots was also reported in 

Quebec on 27 April 2021 

• Weekly reports on adverse events following vaccination are 
published on the B.C. Centre for Disease Control website 

• Alberta reported its first case of rare blood clotting following 
vaccination with the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine on 17 April 2021 
and its first death due to the blood clotting on 5 May 2021 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255072v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255072v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.07.21255072v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257355v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257355v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257355v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257355v1.full.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8084127/
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/TTS%20treatment%20final.pdf
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/35
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccine-background-media-panel-15-april-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report-published
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination/proof-covid-19-vaccination
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination/proof-covid-19-vaccination
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/ADRreport.htm
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/ADRreport.htm
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-12-may-2021/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/canada-first-case-blood-clots-astrazeneca-oxford-vaccine-vipit-1.5985755
https://globalnews.ca/video/7814590/quebec-records-first-astrazeneca-vaccine-related-death
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/monitoring-vaccine-uptake-safety-and-effectiveness
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=77969C4C3ACD2-C470-2EC3-BBD851BC61E72E45
https://globalnews.ca/video/7836926/alberta-woman-dies-of-rare-blood-clot-after-receiving-the-astrazeneca-vaccine
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o Black, African, and Caribbean communities were 
primarily concerned about the trade-off between 
perceived risk of COVID-19 and risk of adverse effects 
of the vaccine, but also highlighted concerns around ease 
of access (e.g., trusted and accessible locations) 

o Individuals experiencing homelessness were primarily 
concerned about ease of accessibility to vaccination 
programs, but potential lack of vaccination records was a 
barrier for healthcare providers  

• A medium-quality living evidence review found that lower 
vaccination acceptance and/or uptake among the general 
public were associated with concerns and misinformed 
beliefs about efficacy, safety and necessity, mistrust of 
government and public-health agencies, and among 
marginalized groups (e.g., Black, Latinx, Asian); however, 
this may be counteracted with social and peer-to-peer 
influence (5/9 AMSTAR rating; literature last searched 20 
April 2021) 

• A medium-quality rapid review found that lower 
vaccination acceptance and/or uptake among healthcare 
workers were associated with concerns and misinformed 
beliefs about efficacy, safety and necessity, mistrust of 
government and public-health agencies, and among 
marginalized groups (e.g., Black, Latinx, Asian) and non-
physician healthcare workers (e.g., nurses) (4/9 AMSTAR 
rating; literature last searched 20 April 2021) 

• Saskatchewan reported its first case of rare blood clotting after 
vaccination with the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine on 14 May 2021 

https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/product-documents/living-evidence-syntheses/covid-19-living-evidence-synthesis-4.1---factors-affecting-covid-19-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake-among-the-general-public.pdf?sfvrsn=5368712f_7
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/14/covid19-update-for-may-14-saskatchewan-surpasses-550000-total-doses-more-than-505000-first-doses-of
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Table 2: Key findings from highly relevant documents identified in previous versions related to one or more COVID-19 vaccine roll-

out elements 

COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out 
activities 

Evidence from previous versions Experiences from previous versions 

General/cross-
cutting insights 

• WHO developed guidelines and tools for vaccine roll-out 
organizing framework: 
o The Vaccine Introduction Readiness Assessment Tool is 

intended to be used by ministries of health as a roadmap 
for countries to plan for COVID-19 vaccine introduction 

o Another guideline is designed to help countries develop 
their national COVID-19 vaccine deployment and plans in 
many aspects 

o A WHO guideline provides interim recommendations for 
use of the Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccine against COVID-
19 

o A WHO guideline provides the COVID-19 vaccine 
introduction and deployment costing tool (CVIC tool) to 
help governments, partners, and other stakeholders 
estimate the introductory and deployment cost of 
COVID-19 vaccine procurement and service delivery, 
before detailed planning can take place 

o A WHO guideline outlines the step-by-step process for 
national deployment and vaccination plan for COVID-19 
vaccines (NDVP) development, submission and review, 
which should be used in conjunction with the standard 
review form and considerations for forming a regional 
COVID-19 review committee 

o Interim guidance from WHO provides an overview of key 
activities and considerations to achieve high acceptance 
and uptake of COVID-19 vaccines and a communication-
planning template  

o WHO provides recommendations about how to put 
community engagement at the centre of strategies for the 
COVID-19 vaccine roll-out, including tips and discussion 
topics about vaccine delivery and demand creation, as well 
as guiding steps to ensure a safe and community-centred 

• The vaccine supply of countries is dependent on manufacturing 
capacity within countries and/or external manufacturers, timing 
of vaccine approvals by national vaccine regulators, and the 
quantity of appropriate storage equipment and supplies for 
vaccine distribution and administration 

• As vaccine manufacturing capacity for COVID-19 vaccines 
continues to expand around the globe, countries are currently 
ramping up or planning to ramp up their vaccination efforts by 
procuring large volumes of vaccines and ancillary supplies, adding 
vaccination locations to reach communities, increasing the 
vaccination workforce, and providing information to the public 
on the safety and efficacy of approved vaccines and processes for 
scheduling vaccination appointments 

• Vaccine roll-out plans have been developed in all countries that 
focus on vaccinating priority populations using a phased approach 

• The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
updated its overview of national COVID-19 vaccination 
campaign challenges in the European Union with notable updates 
to vaccine uptake, priority groups, vaccination strategies and 
policies, changes to vaccine products (e.g., resumed use of 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine) monitoring, and the use of 
vaccination certificates 

• While most countries are progressing through their vaccine roll-
outs according to plan, several Canadian provinces have adjusted 
their age-based roll-outs to prioritize people living in regions with 
high rates of COVID-19 transmission 

• To facilitate mass vaccinations, countries are launching mobile 
and community-based clinics as well as upscaling their health 
workforce to ensure that all individuals in their populations will 
have access to a COVID-19 vaccine 

• Concerns of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, which has been 
authorized for use in most of the countries reviewed, causing 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccine-introduction-RA-Tool-2020.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccine_deployment-2020.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccine_deployment-2020.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-2019-ncov-vaccine_deployment_tool-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-2019-ncov-vaccine_deployment_tool-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-country_plans-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-country_plans-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/10665339155
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/10665339155
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-regional_review-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-NDVP-regional_review-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand_planning-tool-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand_planning-tool-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand_planning-tool-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand_planning-template-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand_planning-template-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-community-engagement-2021.1
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rollout-covid-19-vaccines-eueea-challenges-and-good-practice
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rollout-covid-19-vaccines-eueea-challenges-and-good-practice
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approach when conducting community-engagement 
activities 

o The COVID-19 vaccine safety guidance manual from 
WHO provides countries with recommendations on 
preparedness plans for COVID-19 vaccine safety in their 
overall vaccine-introduction plans, including nine modules 

o Interim guidance from the WHO provides 
recommendations and considerations about monitoring 
COVID-19 vaccination and presents different tools and 
digital systems for collecting and analyzing COVID-19 
vaccination data, such as home-based records (vaccination 
cards), facility-based records (immunization registers), 
health-management information systems (HMIS), 
electronic immunization registries (EIR), and logistics-
management information systems (LMIS) 

o One WHO guideline provides the COVID-19 vaccine 
checklist to help front-line health workers prepare and 
complete a COVID-19 vaccination session at a fixed post 
or outreach session 

• A guideline from the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG) recommends that: 
o Pregnant and breastfeeding women should be offered the 

COVID-19 vaccine; 
o A conversation between pregnant women and their 

clinical teams should include the potential efficacy of the 
vaccine, the safety of the vaccine for the pregnant patient 
and the fetus, and other prevention measures such as hand 
washing, physical distancing, and wearing a mask; and 

o Vaccination of pregnant women may occur in any clinical 
setting and non-clinical community-based vaccination sites 
such as schools and community centres 

• One single study identified and analyzed 12 specific factors 
contributing to the success of Israel’s vaccine roll-out in its 
initial phase, which broadly relate to: 
o Long-standing characteristics of Israel which are extrinsic 

to healthcare, such as Israel’s small size in terms of both 
area and population 

thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (blood clots) in 
adults under 55 years has led to changes in vaccine allocations and 
distribution in all countries and provinces where the vaccine is 
approved for use 

• Chinese vaccines have been approved in over 60 countries and 
may be distributed in many more should the Sinopharm and 
CoronaVac (Sinovac) vaccines be approved in the coming weeks 
for emergency use by the World Health Organization, which 
partners with the COVAX facility 

• As countries continue to ramp up their administration of 
COVID-19 vaccines, thought is being given to life post-
vaccination, with actions being taken by governments to develop 
guidelines (U.S.) and ease restrictions (Israel) for fully vaccinated 
individuals 

 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/10665338400
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-covid-19-vaccination-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-covid-19-vaccination-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-covid-19-vaccination-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-covid-19-vaccination-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-covid-19-vaccination-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-vaccine-checklist
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-vaccine-checklist
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-pregnant-and-lactating-patients-against-covid-19
https://ijhpr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13584-021-00440-6
https://ijhpr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13584-021-00440-6
https://ijhpr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13584-021-00440-6
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/20/c_139822990.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-04/10/c_139869949.htm
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o Long-standing health-system features, such as a tradition 
of effective cooperation (particularly during national 
emergencies) between government, health plans, hospitals, 
and emergency care providers 

• One guideline from the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control provides an updated overview of 
national COVID-19 vaccination roll-out across the 
EU/EEA countries, including new insights into some of the 
critical aspects and challenges they are experiencing with the 
implementation of national deployment plans 

• One single study describes key characteristics of 26 candidate 
COVID-19 vaccines, including efficacy levels, dosing 
regimens, storage requirements, prices, production capacities 
in 2021, and stocks reserved for low-income and middle-
income (LMIC) countries 
o The four dimensions of effective global immunization 

include development and production, affordability, 
allocation and deployment  

o The vaccines produced by Johnson & Johnson are likely 
easier to deploy in LMIC countries and resource-
restrained settings given that it only needs to be 
refrigerated and is one-dose only  

o Diverse options of vaccines that can be administered are 
likely needed to control the pandemic 

• A low-quality rapid review summarizes available information 
on vaccines (and storage and administration requirements), 
priority groups, surveillance and adverse events, and key 
training recommendations when administering vaccines in 
the United Kingdom 

Securing and 
distributing a 
reliable supply of 
vaccines and 
ancillary supplies 
(e.g., needles, 
diluents) 

National purchasing 

• A U.S. CDC guideline describes several considerations 
related to securing and distributing a reliable supply of 
vaccines 

• One single study reveals that international institutions, 
governments and vaccine manufacturers need to plan for 
sufficient vaccine production and negotiate affordable prices 
for low- and middle-income countries 

National purchasing 

• All countries assessed have finalized advance purchasing 
agreements with vaccine developers to secure COVID-19 vaccine 
doses as they become available, and some have even secured 
additional procurement agreements (on many occasions with 
multiple companies that have developed or are currently 
developing COVID-19 vaccines)  

• Efforts by countries to procure vaccines include: 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/overview-implementation-covid-19-vaccination-strategies-and-vaccine-deployment
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/overview-implementation-covid-19-vaccination-strategies-and-vaccine-deployment
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/overview-implementation-covid-19-vaccination-strategies-and-vaccine-deployment
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00306-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00306-8/fulltext
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33769885/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33769885/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_w
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7736995/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7736995/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7736995/
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• Another single study calls for equitable sharing globally by 
indicating that high-income countries have secured more 
than half of the vaccine doses 

Delivery of vaccines at a country level 

• One single study calls for strengthening national and 
international vaccine-supply chains to ensure the efficient 
distribution and administration for remote communities, and 
to avoid vaccine wastage 

Vaccine distribution within country and to administration sites 

• A WHO guideline provides a five-step decision-making 
framework for implementing mass-vaccination campaigns 
for the prevention of vaccine-preventable diseases and high-
impact diseases  

• A European CDC guidelines reports that the COVID-19 
vaccine will be provided free of charge in most countries  

• A guideline from the Health Information and Quality 
Authority guideline from Ireland stresses how vaccination-
site location (and no or low vaccination costs) can contribute 
to equitable access 

• Interim guidance from WHO recommends that long-term 
care facilities and local health authorities should conduct 
timely communications and plans to determine the logistics 
of how the COVID-19 vaccines will be deployed in their 
jurisdictions 

o The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) 
government has secured a total of 22.5 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines, enough to cover Hong Kong's 7.5-million 
population 

o The U.K. government has ordered more than 400 million 
doses of seven of the most promising vaccines and has 
announced a deal with an eighth biopharmaceutical company, 
CureVac, to purchase 50 million doses of its vaccine to be 
delivered later this year if required 

o The U.K. government also ordered 30 million doses of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, despite Johnson & Johnson 
halting deployment of its vaccine across Europe and the U.K. 
not yet approving the vaccine  

o A domestic manufacturing deal was also signed by the U.K. 
government with GlaxoSmithKline for 60 million doses of 
Novavax COVID-19 vaccine 

o Pfizer-BioNTech announced that the U.S. government 
purchased an additional 100 million doses of the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine (bringing the total to 300 
million) 

o Following the USDA’s emergency use authorization for the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine on 27 February 2021, reports 
surfaced that the Biden administration plans to buy an 
additional 100 million doses of the Johnson & Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine 

• Given the advancement in its domestic vaccine roll-out, China is 
making efforts to assist developing countries in securing COVID-
19 vaccines by offering its vaccines to countries directly or 
through the COVAX Facility 

• Ancillary supplies were mass ordered by France prior to the 
arrival of the COVID-19 vaccine 

• Over $66 million has been allocated by the New Zealand 
government to support the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines, 
including purchasing supplies to vaccinate the population and 
providing support to the Pacific countries 

• New Zealand’s Prime Minister announced on 8 March 2021 that 
the government has decided to make Pfizer-BioNTech the 
country’s primary vaccine provider because of the high degree of 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7735431/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7735431/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7735431/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7736995/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7736995/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Framework_Mass_Vaccination-2020.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Framework_Mass_Vaccination-2020.1
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Overview-of-EU_EEA-UK-vaccination-deployment-plans.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Overview-of-EU_EEA-UK-vaccination-deployment-plans.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2020-12/Factors-and-measures-affecting-vaccine-uptake_Advice-to-NPHET.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2020-12/Factors-and-measures-affecting-vaccine-uptake_Advice-to-NPHET.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2020-12/Factors-and-measures-affecting-vaccine-uptake_Advice-to-NPHET.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC_long_term_care-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC_long_term_care-2021.1
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-02/18/c_139750213.htm
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-55274833
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-55274833
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-55274833
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/apr/13/eu-urgent-clarification-johnson-johnson-covid-vaccine-delay-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/apr/13/eu-urgent-clarification-johnson-johnson-covid-vaccine-delay-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/29/uk-strikes-deal-gsk-doses-novavax-covid-vaccine
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jan/28/novavax-covid-vaccine-shown-to-be-nearly-90-effective-in-uk-trial
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-supply-united-states-100-million
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/10/jj-covid-vaccine-biden-administration-to-buy-an-additional-100-million-doses.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/10/jj-covid-vaccine-biden-administration-to-buy-an-additional-100-million-doses.html
https://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/presse/2020/vaccination-contre-la-covid-19-un-defi-logistique-et-scientifique
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-our-vaccine-roll-out-plan
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccines-media-conference-8-march-2021/
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efficacy of its vaccine, and the resulting simplification of the 
vaccine roll-out 
o An advance purchasing agreement has been signed with Pfizer-

BioNTech for an additional 8.5 million vaccine doses to bring 
New Zealand’s total order to 10 million doses, enough for the 
country’s entire population to be fully vaccinated 

o The New Zealand government is still determining how to make 
use of other vaccines that it has already procured, and is 
considering delaying shipments to New Zealand until 2022 and 
donating surplus vaccines to other countries 

o The government may consider procuring a vaccine that is more 
easily transported as a “backup option” to make vaccines more 
accessible for rural communities 

• The Government of Canada established advance purchasing 
agreements with seven companies that have developed or are 
currently developing COVID-19 vaccines to secure enough doses 
for all Canadians who wish to be vaccinated 

• Health Canada authorized the use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-
19 vaccine on 9 December 2020 and the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine on 23 December 2020 
o Advance purchasing agreements were previously secured with 

manufacturers of both of these vaccines 

• On 26 February 2021, Canada approved the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine and has pre-ordered 22 million doses of the 
vaccine 

• On 5 March 2021, Canada approved the Johnson & Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine and has pre-ordered 10 million doses of the 
vaccine 

• Following the approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine label 
change by Health Canada, the Government of Canada ordered 64 
million special syringes to extract the additional dose of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 

• A total of 75 million immunization supplies and 422 freezers have 
been purchased by the Government of Canada (e.g., syringes, 
needles, gauze, and sharps containers) to be distributed to 
provinces 

• Canada negotiated a procurement agreement with the U.S. to 
purchase 1.5 million doses of unused Oxford-AstraZeneca 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/procuring-vaccines-covid19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/procuring-vaccines-covid19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/moderna.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/moderna.html
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/regulatory-decision-summary-detailTwo.html?linkID=RDS00772
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/regulatory-decision-summary-detailTwo.html?linkID=RDS00772
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/procuring-vaccines-covid19.html
https://d.docs.live.net/3d5f51341d02fb12/Documents/McMaster%20Forum/LEPs%202021/COVID%20LEP%201.5/covid-19-lep-1.5_vaccine-rollout_2021-03-03_ALLscans_withedits.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/3d5f51341d02fb12/Documents/McMaster%20Forum/LEPs%202021/COVID%20LEP%201.5/covid-19-lep-1.5_vaccine-rollout_2021-03-03_ALLscans_withedits.docx
https://globalnews.ca/news/7686211/trudeau-johnson-johnson-vaccine-production/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/health-canada-label-change-pfizer-1.5906879
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/guidance-documents/planning-guidance-administration-covid-19-vaccine.html#a6
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/procuring-vaccines-covid19.html
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/u-s-to-send-4-mln-doses-of-astrazeneca-vaccine-to-mexico-canada-in-loan-deal-official
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vaccine on loan with the understanding that they will pay the U.S. 
back with doses in the future 
o Health Canada had to approve the sites where the vaccines 

were made in the U.S. in order for the doses to be received in 
Canada 

• Recent procurement activities in Canadian provinces include:  
o The province of Manitoba directly signing a deal to procure up 

to two million doses of a vaccine (that is currently in the first 
phase of human trials) being developed by Providence 
Therapeutics 

o Manitoba also procuring 400 shipping containers for 
transporting vaccines, 200 specialized freezers and fridges, and 
more than 80,000 syringes to enable the extraction of six doses 
per vial of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 

o Efforts being made to secure COVID-19 vaccine storage 
equipment (freezers, fridges, power generators) for 
Saskatchewan First Nations communities 

 
Delivery to country 

• In general, delivery of COVID-19 vaccines to countries is being 
facilitated by the vaccine manufacturers through the use of 
shipping carriers like DHL and FedEX  

• On 15 February 2021, both Australia, and New Zealand received 
their first shipments of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine  

• China continues to provide vaccine aid to 80 countries worldwide 
by delivering vaccines and supplies during the month of March  
o Three factors are considered in formulating an aid plan: the 

benefits of equitable and timely access to vaccines for 
developing countries, the severity of the epidemic and the 
specific vaccine aid needs of the countries concerned, and the 
capacity of the Chinese government to provide vaccines 

• As of 3 March 2021, over 10.3 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech, 
Oxford-AstraZeneca, and Moderna vaccines have been delivered 
to Germany by manufacturers 
o Vaccination centres located in the federal states in Germany are 

scheduled to receive an estimated 2.25 million doses each week 
throughout April 2021 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7733789/astrazeneca-vaccine-doses-canada-us-approved/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-covid-19-vaccine-update-1.5910312
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02172021.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02172021.pdf
https://globalnews.ca/news/7607662/saskatchewan-first-nations-cold-chain-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.health.gov.au/news/first-pfizer-vaccine-doses-arrive-in-australia
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/300230422/covid19-first-batch-of-pfizer-coronavirus-vaccine-arrives-in-new-zealand
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-04-01/Over-11-000-tonnes-of-COVID-vaccine-shipped-from-Beijing-to-the-world-Z6JYzAtKBq/index.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/20/c_139822990.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/20/c_139822990.htm
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/coronavirus/faq-covid-19-impfung.html#c20329
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/vaccination-summit-1879550
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o Germany is expected to receive 70 million vaccine doses in the 
second quarter of 2021 

• On 29 March 2021, Moderna provided a vaccine-supply update 
for the U.S., stating that it met its goal to deliver 100 million doses 
by March 2021  
o Moderna is on track to deliver an additional 100 million doses 

of its vaccine by the end of May and the third instalment of 100 
million doses by the end of July 

• Shipments of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine increased during 
the first quarter of 2021: 
o On 28 February 2021, 300,000 doses of the vaccine arrived in 

Australia 
o France will be receiving a shipment of 280,000 doses of the 

vaccine during the week of 15 March 2021  
o 5.6 million doses of the vaccine are scheduled to be delivered 

to Germany by April 2021 
o Canada received 500,000 doses of the vaccine from the Serum 

Institute of India on 3 March 2021 

• For France, the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is moved from the 
production plant to one of 11 private platforms capable of storing 
the vaccine at -80°C 

• Canada’s vaccine program slowed between 18 January 2021 and 
14 February 2021 when production issues limited shipments to 
fewer than 350,000 doses 

• As of 10 March 2021, Canada has received 3,182,510 vaccines 
from Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna and Oxford-AstraZeneca 
manufacturers 
o The Public Health Agency of Canada said it is not expecting 

any new deliveries of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine or the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine until April 2021 

o Shipments of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines will 
continue to be delivered to Canada in the coming weeks 

• In early April, Canada received the 1.5 million doses of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine it procured on loan from the U.S. as 
well as a shipment of approximately 317,000 doses of Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines procured from the COVAX facility  

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/eu-vaccine-supply-1882274
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-shipment-100-millionth-dose-its-covid-19
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/second-covid-19-vaccine-now-in-use-in-australia
https://www.deutschland.de/en/news/coronavirus-in-germany-informations
https://globalnews.ca/news/7673798/astrazeneca-vaccine-1st-shipment-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7658870/canada-coronavirus-update-feb-23-2021/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7658870/canada-coronavirus-update-feb-23-2021/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker-how-many-people-in-canada-have-received-shots-1.5247509
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canada-set-to-receive-more-than-910-000-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines-this-week-1.5337867
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/u-s-to-send-4-mln-doses-of-astrazeneca-vaccine-to-mexico-canada-in-loan-deal-official
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/covax-first-shipment-canada-1.5979777
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• Canada has experienced delays in expected shipments of Moderna 
vaccine during the month of April, which has led to cancelled 
vaccination appointments in some provinces 

• Canada expects to receive more than one million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines each week in April and May of 2021 and 
approximately 44 million doses of vaccines by the end of June 
2021 
o Canada expects to receive two million more doses of Oxford-

AstraZeneca vaccines from the Serum Institute of India and a 
total of 1.9 million doses of the vaccine from the COVAX 
facility 

o On 9 April 2021, Canada’s Minister of Public Services and 
Procurement confirmed that Johnson & Johnson vaccines are 
on schedule to be delivered at the end of April but could not 
confirm how many doses will be arriving 

• The National Operations Centre has 14 vaccine delivery sites 
across Canada and is being assisted by FedEx Express Canada 
and Innomar Strategies with distribution 

• As a result of Health Canada’s approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine label change from five doses to six doses, shipments of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine doses may change going forward 

 
Inventory management within country 

• Israel received permission from the Pfizer-BioNTech to 
repackage doses of its vaccine into tens or hundreds per shipment 
(instead of 1,000 per shipment) to avoid waste and create safer 
mobilization of doses to remote areas  

• China has established and implemented whole-process traceability 
systems for COVID-19 vaccines 

• The Government of Canada established an immunization 
National Operations Centre within the Public Health Agency of 
Canada to manage COVID-19 vaccine delivery and collaboration 
with provinces and territories  

• Manitoba maintains a complex data set to link vaccine deliveries 
with inventory levels and known appointments 

 
Ordering within country 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/moderna-delays-week-1.5988788
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/moderna-delays-week-1.5988788
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-ministers-covid19-update-march-30-1.5969426
https://globalnews.ca/video/7749021/minister-anand-says-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine-on-schedule-for-end-of-april
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02032021.pdf
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• Some countries that manufacture vaccines in country (Germany, 
the U.K., the U.S., and China) have re-purposed existing capacity 
and invested in new vaccine manufacturing capacity to help 
expedite the production of vaccine 

• The manufacturing of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at 
a production facility in Marburg, Germany was approved on 26 
March 2021 by the European Medicines Agency 

• As of 3 March 2021, China has put the Sinopharm inactivated 
COVID-19 vaccines into mass production and the output is 
expected to surpass one billion doses in 2021 

• As of 3 March 2021, China has granted conditional market 
approval to four self-developed COVID-19 vaccines and 17 
Chinese vaccines have entered clinical trials 

• China’s annual vaccine production as of 21 March 2021 can fully 
meet the whole country's needs, as judged by the existing 
production arrangements 

• On 16 March 2021, the Canadian government announced that it 
is investing millions of dollars in domestic biomanufacturing 
companies to boost future vaccine and medicine development 
capacity 

 
Distribution within country and to administration sites 

• All countries assessed have developed strategies and systems for 
managing distribution of vaccines as they are approved and 
become available, including for cold-chain requirements  

• The Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) updated  the 
guidebook for COVID-19 vaccine transport in February 2021 and 
established a special team to support and coordinate vaccine 
transportation 

• The vehicles transporting COVID-19 vaccines in China will be 
exempted from tolls until 31 December 2021 

• COVID-19 vaccine distribution in Germany to medical practices 
is conducted with the following sequence: 
o Delivery from the federal government to wholesalers 
o Delivery from wholesalers to pharmacies 
o Delivery from pharmacies to physician clinics 

https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/biontech-provides-update-vaccine-production-status-marburg
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/biontech-provides-update-vaccine-production-status-marburg
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/03/c_139781076.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/03/c_139781076.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/03/c_139781076.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/03/c_139781076.htm
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/kjgzbdfyyq/t1859138.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/kjgzbdfyyq/t1859138.shtml
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/21/c_139825695.htm
https://globalnews.ca/news/7699695/canada-vaccine-drug-manufacturing-funding/
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-04-01/Over-11-000-tonnes-of-COVID-vaccine-shipped-from-Beijing-to-the-world-Z6JYzAtKBq/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-04-01/Over-11-000-tonnes-of-COVID-vaccine-shipped-from-Beijing-to-the-world-Z6JYzAtKBq/index.html
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2021-02/20/content_5587851.htm
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2021-02/20/content_5587851.htm
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/coronavirus.html#c17572
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• In Germany, distribution of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine to 
federal states is based on the proportion of the population that 
reside in those regions 

• Once Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines arrive in France, they are then 
transported to pharmacies and institutional care facilities (e.g., 
long-term care) for use or delivered directly to one of 100 
hospitals in the country that can safely store and administer them 

• Vaccines are transported from the U.S. to Israel (and monitored 
under electronic surveillance to ensure proper shipping storage) 
and then transferred to the logistics department of a 
pharmaceutical company “Teva”, which distributes them to the 
Health Plans  
o Vaccines are then repackaged and sent to national centres and 

subsequently repackaged in small boxes to ship three times a 
week to communities  

• On 1 April 2021, the FDA in the U.S. made two revisions to 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Emergency Use Authorization to 
help increase the number of vaccine doses available that: 1) 
clarified the number of doses per in the vials currently available 
(10-11 doses); and 2) authorized the availability of an additional 
multi-dose vial in which each vial contains 13-15 doses 

• Protocols have been established in Ontario to move the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine so it can be used in long-term care and high-
risk retirement home 

• In a recent interview, an executive director in Alberta Health 
Services’ (AHS) central zone described how COVID-19 vaccines 
are moved in the province from the airport to vaccination clinics: 
o All of Alberta’s vaccine supply is flown into Calgary 

International Airport and AHS staff check the shipments to 
make sure that the cold-chain temperature did not get 
disrupted during transport 

o Contracted courier companies transport the vaccines from the 
airport to 36 vaccine storage sites set up around the province 
that are capable of administering vaccines 

o In the case where vaccines need to be transported from storage 
sites to other sites, like pharmacies, the vaccines are thawed 
and transported within a limited six-hour window 

https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-makes-two-revisions-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use
https://files.ontario.ca/moh-covid-19-vaccine-technical-briefing-en-january-13-2021-2021-01-13.pdf?utm_source=link.cep.health&utm_medium=urlshortener&utm_campaign=covid-vaccine
https://files.ontario.ca/moh-covid-19-vaccine-technical-briefing-en-january-13-2021-2021-01-13.pdf?utm_source=link.cep.health&utm_medium=urlshortener&utm_campaign=covid-vaccine
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/ahs-moving-covid-19-vaccine-around-province-1.5933956
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o Thawed Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine can be stored in refrigerators 
at administration sites for up to five days and thawed Moderna 
vaccine for up to 30 days 

o Additional complications that must be managed include that 
both the Pfizer-BioNTech and the Moderna vaccines must be 
used within six hours of the vaccine vials being punctured, and 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine must be diluted with sodium 
chloride prior to administration 

• Vaccine distribution in Nova Scotia is based on census data and 
population estimates 

• In Newfoundland and Labrador, once a vaccine shipment arrives 
it is immediately distributed to regional health authority depots 
and then to communities where public-health nurses deliver the 
inoculations settings 

• Vaccines will be distributed to the Yukon and across Canada by 
the Immunization National Operation Centre for COVID-19 

 
Storage and handling within country 

• To facilitate easier handling and distribution of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine, Health Canada authorized on 3 March 2021 
that the vaccine can be stored and shipped at “standard freezer 
temperatures” of -25C and -15C for up to 14 days 

• The National Operations Centre within the Public Health Agency 
of Canada (PHAC) has developed vaccine storage and 
distribution capacity in the form of equipment, supplies and 
logistical coordination 

• Both Alberta and Ontario have published guidelines describing 
the requirements for storing and handling the Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna vaccines  

• Nova Scotia now has 10 cold-storage sites from which eight 
clinics across the province receive the vaccines on a rotational 
basis 

Allocating 
vaccines and 
ancillary supplies 
equitably 

Approaches to developing and adjusting allocation rules 

• A U.S. guideline provides a recommended approach for 
national, state, tribal, local and territorial levels that is guided 
by four ethical principles (maximize benefits and minimize 
harms; promote justice; mitigate health inequities; and 

Approaches to developing and adjusting allocation rules 

• The New Zealand Ministry of Health is working in partnership 
with the Māori and Pacific neighbours to plan for their roll-out 
programs 

https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66357406/
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promote transparency) which should be accompanied by 
additional considerations based on science (e.g., safety and 
efficacy) and feasibility of implementation (e.g., storage and 
handling) 

• One single study identified public perceptions in relation to 
allocation priorities for the COVID-19 vaccine and found 
that in addition to prioritizing health workers and those at 
risk for contracting COVID-19 or developing severe 
symptoms, participants emphasized the need to prioritize a 
broad range of other essential workers and to those of low 
socio-economic status 
 

Allocation rules 

• A U.S. CDC guideline updated the interim vaccine-allocation 
recommendations for COVID-19 vaccination program 
planning and implementation in federal, state and local 
jurisdictions 

• A medium-quality rapid review emphasized that COVID-19 
vaccines must be administered in accordance with the 
priority groups that have been established to uphold the 
ethical integrity of the process 

• A low-quality rapid review indicated that most U.S. medical 
centres will offer COVID-19 vaccination to pregnant or 
breastfeeding women based on the shared decision-making 
principle, but organizations in the U.K. consider pregnancy 
and breastfeeding to be contraindications for the vaccine 

• A guideline (from the European Academy of Allergy and 
Clinical Immunology) recommends that COVID-19 vaccines 
should be administered to patients with allergies who do not 
have a history of allergic reactions to vaccine components 

• However, one single study from the U.K. revealed 
that 32.6% of respondents were concerned that the 
government’s priority list made no reference to Black, Asian 
and minority ethnic groups 

• A medium-quality rapid review assessed how U.S. state and 
federal vaccine-allocation plans differed and found general 
agreement related to prioritizing front-line workers and long-
term care facilities, and distinguishing between medical and 

• The Government of British Columbia has reportedly been 
working closely with the Provincial Health Services Authority, 
First Nations Health Authority, Health Emergency Management 
BC, Canadian Red Cross and Canadian Armed Forces to prepare 
a system that is ready to distribute all vaccine types as they 
become available 

• The Government of Yukon is working closely with First Nation 
governments, NGOs, closely with First Nation governments, 
NGOs, community leaders, and community health centres to 
reach all Yukoners 

• The New Zealand government is negotiating with its Pacific 
neighbours to determine their specific preferences for vaccines  

 
Allocation rules 

• Aside from minor differences in policies, most countries, 
including Canada, prioritize healthcare workers and long-term 
care residents, along with some other at-risk populations (e.g., 
older adults, individuals with chronic conditions, at-risk adults in 
Indigenous communities), and in some cases others such as 
immunocompromised individuals and select caregivers  

• Other prioritized groups for vaccination in some countries 
include border workers (New Zealand), those who plan to work 
or study in countries with medium or high risk of COVID-19 
infection (China and Israel), other congregate facility residents 
and staff (Canada), and those who work in ship piloting, aviation, 
public transport, fresh markets, and healthcare settings (China)) 

• Australia is scheduled to begin vaccinating adults aged 70 years 
and over, healthcare workers, adults with pre-existing conditions, 
front-line workers, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people on 22 March 2021 
o Household members of quarantine and border workers, 

residents living with a disability, and caregivers were added to 
the list of priority groups for COVID-19 vaccination, and 
those younger than 16 years of age will be eligible to be 
vaccinated for the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine only in Phase 3  

• Australia allows unvaccinated individuals who were eligible to be 
vaccinated in a previous phase of their roll-out to remain eligible 
in subsequent phases 
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non-medical first responders, but differed on how essential 
workers, older adults, and underlying medical conditions 
were defined and prioritized (with fewer states including 
people living or working in congregate settings and 
developmental disabilities in priority groups) 

• A low-quality rapid review identified key considerations 
when designating certain populations as a potential 
vaccination group (e.g., accurate identification, vaccine roll-
out logistics and operationalization, impact of variant 
transmission, transmission from certain groups and impact 
of the wider community) 

• A low-quality rapid review summarized existing evidence on 
the effects of SARS-CoV-2 and current vaccines for people 
with neurodegenerative diseases, and found sufficient 
immunogenicity across the different vaccines, but requires 
further consultation with their provider and additional 
clinical research 

• A low-quality rapid review, two high-quality guidelines (one 
from the American College of Rheumatology and the other 
published in Clinical Rheumatology)  and a low-quality 
guideline from the Korean College of Rheumatology 
described available vaccination guidance for people with 
autoimmune/autoinflammatory rheumatic diseases and 
recommended that this group should receive a COVID-19 
vaccine, however the review described only when the disease 
is under control and there are no risks of concurrent 
infections 

• A low-quality rapid review summarized available vaccination 
guidance for immunosuppressed cancer patients and found 
that inactivated, nucleic acid, protein subunit, and virus-like 
protein vaccines are safe, but may have reduced protection 

• Two low-quality guidelines published by the American 
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology and the Japan Society 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology updated their guidelines and 
recommend the COVID-19 vaccine to people considering 
future pregnancy, currently pregnant, or lactating given that 
symptomatic pregnant people with COVID-19 have 

• China is aiming to vaccinate the eligible population as widely as 
possible and gradually build an immune barrier within the whole 
population to control the epidemic 
o COVID-19 vaccinations for people aged 60 years and older in 

China began on 21 March 2021 COVID-19 
o Hong Kong expanded its priority groups on 8 March 2021 to 

include workers in the catering industry, tourism, public 
transportation, property management, construction sites, and 
schools 

• China is willing to cooperate with the International Olympic 
Committee to provide vaccines to Olympians 

•  As of 24 February 2021, elementary school, childcare, and day 
care staff were added to group 2 of Germany phased roll-out 

• France expanded its priority groups as of 2 March 2021 to 
residents aged 60 years and older in migrant worker homes, 
individuals between the ages of 50 and 74 who are living with 
comorbidities, individuals who have previously contracted 
COVID-19, and pregnant or breastfeeding women 
o As of 12 April 2021, all residents aged 55 and older in France 

became eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine  
o The Ministry for Solidarity and Health in France recommends 

that individuals who have previously contracted COVID-19 
wait at least three months, and preferably six months, prior to 
receiving a single dose of the COVID-19 vaccine 

• The New Zealand government released its official COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out plan on 10 March 2021 

• Vaccination of border and MIQ workers in New Zealand is nearly 
complete as about 91% of these workers had begun receiving 
their second dose of COVID-19 vaccine by 17 March 2021 
o New Zealand’s Prime Minister stated on 12 April 2021 that 

border workers must be vaccinated by the end of the month or 
risk being moved out of their role after an unvaccinated border 
worker tested positive and transmitted the virus to two other 
people 

• The New Zealand government announced on 24 March 2021 that 
early vaccinations will be made available for people who need to 
leave New Zealand before 31 August 2021 on compassionate 
grounds or for reasons of national significance 
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increased risk of severe illness; however, consultation with 
the patient and provider are important  

• A pre-print single study found that obesity, diabetes and 
hypertension were associated with increased rates of severe 
illness and should be prioritized for vaccination   
 

Ensuring equity 

• A WHO guidance document proposed a values framework 
for COVID-19 vaccine allocation and prioritization, which 
consists of six core principles: 1) human well-being; 2) equal 
respect; 3) global equity; 4) national equity; 5) reciprocity; 
and 6) legitimacy 

• Two single studies provided additional insights about the 
disparities in the availability and distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines due to limited vaccine production, supply capacity, 
and market forces in developing countries and low- and 
middle-income countries 

• Interim WHO guidance recommends that long-term care 
facilities (LTCFs) should be a high priority for COVID-19 
vaccine deployment, and the initial high-priority targets for 
immunization should be health workers (including those 
working in LTCFs and the private sector), older people and 
those with underlying health conditions 

• One guideline consolidates guidance issued by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the Society 
for Maternal-Fetal Medicine on COVID-19 vaccine 
provision to the pregnant population 

• A single study reported through the U.S. CDC’S MMWR 
reported that U.S. states with high equity of vaccination had 
prioritized people in racial/minority groups during the early 
vaccination phases, actively monitored and addressed 
barriers to vaccination in marginalized communities, directed 
vaccines to these communities, offered free transportation, 
and collaborated with community partners 

• A mathematical modelling study using Ontario-based 
parameters concluded that interrupting transmission might 
reduce mortality more effectively than targeting vulnerable 

• As of 3 February 2021, all residents in Israel aged 16 years and 
older became eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine 
o Health authorities in Israel decided that when there was a 

decline in vaccination rates among priority groups, they would 
move on to the next priority group instead of waiting for 
everyone in the current priority group to be vaccinated in order 
to avoid wastage  

• After meeting its target for vaccinating phase 1 priority groups 
(cohort 1 to 9), the U.K. government has moved into phase 2 of 
their vaccine roll-out and will follow the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunization (JCVI)’s released advice to follow 
an age-based strategy, starting with older adults aged 40 to 49 
years 

• Allocation rules around the administration of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine have changed in several countries as a result 
of recent evidence of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia 
syndrome (blood clots) caused by the vaccine in adults under 55 
years 
o In Australia, the Australian Technical Advisory Group on 

Immunisation recommended on 8 April 2021 that adults under 
the age of 50 be prioritized for the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
rather than the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, and that residents 
who have already been vaccinated with the first dose of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, without any prior side effects, 
will still be able to receive their second dose  

o Under specific situations, when the benefits outweigh the risks, 
residents in Australia under the age of 50 years can consent to 
receive the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 

o Administration of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine in France is 
only recommended in eligible population groups over the age 
of 55 years, while the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines 
can be administered to all eligible groups regardless of age  

o Administration of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine in 
Germany is now being prioritized for residents aged 60 years 
and older, and residents under the age of 60 years who 
previously received their initial dose of the vaccine will be able 
to choose whether to delay their second dose 
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groups within populations with high seropositivity and later 
vaccination start date 

 
Dosing rules 

• One single study found that a three-month dose interval may 
be advantageous compared to a program with a short dose 
interval to protect a larger number of individuals as soon as 
possible when vaccine supplies are limited 

• A pre-print modelling study found that vaccines offering 
high protection from a single dose favours vaccination 
strategies that prioritize providing a single dose to more 
people than heterogenous strategies (e.g., allocating a 
percentage of vaccines for first dose and the remainder for 
second doses) 
 

o After a series of changing advice, Canada’s National Advisory 
Committee on Immunization (NACI) recommended on 29 
March 2021 that Canadian provinces pause the use of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine on people under the age of 55; 
Canadian provinces have adopted this recommendation, 
including B.C., Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Prince 
Edward Island, and Newfoundland and Labrador 

• On 13 April 2021, the CDC and FDA made a joint statement to 
pause the use of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine to 
review cases of blood clots that occurred in six cases out of the 
more than 6.8 million doses that were administered 

• Aside from minor differences in policies (e.g., Saskatchewan 
prioritizing long-term care residents over 50 years of age living in 
remote areas in addition to residents over 70), all provinces in 
Canada generally follow the National Advisory Committee on 
Immunization (NACI) recommendations for the first phases of 
their roll-out plans  

• In British Columbia, people born in or before 1931 and 
Indigenous peoples born in or before 1956 were able to book a 
vaccine appointment as of 8 March 2021, and people born in or 
before 1936 and in or before 1941 were able to book 
appointments within the next two weeks 
o Vaccination registration expanded in B.C. on 12 April 2021 to 

people 45 years and older, Indigenous peoples 18 years and 
older, and people aged 16 to 74 who are considered clinically 
vulnerable can now register for vaccination 

o Health officials in B.C. reported that all eligible adults should 
receive at least their first vaccine by the end of June 2021 

• Phase 2 vaccinations began in Alberta on 15 March 2021 to 
anyone aged 65 to 74, First Nations and Métis people aged 50 and 
older, staff of licensed supportive-living facilities not included in 
Phase 1, anyone aged 16 to 64 with high-risk underlying 
conditions, residents and staff in congregate-living settings, 
healthcare workers who have a high potential for spread, and 
caregivers who are most at risk of severe outcomes are eligible for 
vaccination 

• In Saskatchewan, additional healthcare workers were added to the 
priority list in Phase 1, including individuals who will be directly 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(21)00057-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(21)00057-8/fulltext
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7894131/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7894131/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.15.21253542v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.15.21253542v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.15.21253542v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.15.21253542v1.full.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/astrazeneca-under-55-1.5968128
https://globalnews.ca/news/7726835/bc-astrazeneca-vaccine-pause-covid-19/
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx#safety
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/about.html#az-march29-update
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60976/ontario-expanding-pharmacy-and-primary-care-locations-for-covid-19-vaccinations
https://www.msss.gouv.qc.ca/ministere/salle-de-presse/communique-2725/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66357410/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66357410/
https://www.centralhealth.nl.ca/post/central-health-holding-astrazeneca-covishield-vaccination-clinic-for-residents-55-to-64
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/joint-cdc-and-fda-statement-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/7669559/b-c-government-covid-19-vaccine-plan-phase-2-update/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/what-you-need-to-know-covid-19-bc-april-12-1.5983610
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/cev
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/cev
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/covid-19-vaccinations-1.5983039
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx#safety
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/16/covid19-update-for-february-16-49841-vaccines-delivered-136-new-cases-529-recoveries-three-deaths
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involved in delivering COVID-19 vaccinations in Phase 2 of the 
roll-out 

• Saskatchewan began phase 2 of its vaccine roll-out on 18 March 
2021 and individuals 52 years and older province-wide, pregnant 
women, young adults ages 16 and 17 who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable, and individuals over the age of 40 in the far north are 
currently eligible to book a vaccination  
o Once an individual becomes eligible for vaccination in 

Saskatchewan, they will continue to be eligible even if the 
province has moved on to a different phase of the roll-out 

o In response to increasing COVID-19 transmission risk in the 
Regina region of Saskatchewan, eligibility for vaccination was 
expanded on 13 April 2021 at the Regina drive-thru vaccination 
clinic to residents ages 49 to 54 only, Regina police officers 
were prioritized for vaccination, and the Saskatchewan 
government announced that in the coming weeks first 
responders will be targeted by mobile vaccination units, and 
pharmacies will be offering vaccines to all pharmacy and 
grocery store staff working in the facilities where vaccines are 
offered 

• In Manitoba, all adults aged 60 and older, First Nations people 
aged 40 and older, and a range of individuals aged 18 and older 
working in high-risk health and social-care settings are currently 
eligible to book a vaccination at supersites and pop-up clinics 
o The roll-out of vaccines in First Nations communities in 

Manitoba is expected to begin in mid-March and will prioritize 
communities at high-risk of floods, fires and other evacuation 
risks 

o Manitoba is modelling vaccine roll-out and distribution 
projections under high-supply and low-supply scenarios 

• On 5 March 2021, additional details on Phase II groups in 
Ontario were released, which focus on prioritizing primarily age 
and risk (based on hotspots, specific health conditions, congregate 
care setting, essential caregivers, and those who cannot work from 
home) 

• Ontario is currently in phase 2 of its vaccine roll-out and intends 
for primary priority groups in the phase to be vaccinated first 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-delivery-phases
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/13/covid19-update-for-april-13-298767-vaccines-administered-288-new-cases-280-recoveries-two-new-deaths
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/13/covid19-update-for-april-13-298767-vaccines-administered-288-new-cases-280-recoveries-two-new-deaths
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/13/covid19-update-for-april-13-298767-vaccines-administered-288-new-cases-280-recoveries-two-new-deaths
https://regina.ctvnews.ca/49-year-olds-eligible-for-regina-s-drive-thru-vaccine-clinic-1.5385509
https://globalnews.ca/news/7753533/covid-19-vaccinations-in-saskatchewan-to-be-expanded-to-first-responders/
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-delivery-phases
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-delivery-phases
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFpMtpEDxbg&ab_channel=ManitobaGovernment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFpMtpEDxbg&ab_channel=ManitobaGovernment
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-04092021.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/60570/populations-eligible-for-phase-two-covid-19-vaccination
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-plan#phase-2
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during the months of April and May and secondary priority 
groups to be vaccinated starting in June 
o Primary priority groups include older adults aged 75 to 79 in 

decreasing 5-year age increments, individuals with high-risk 
health conditions, residents, caregivers and staff in high-risk 
congregate settings, and adults aged 50 and older in hotspot 
communities (defined as those with historic and ongoing high 
rates of virus transmission, severe illness, and death) 

o Secondary priority groups include remaining individuals with 
at-risk health conditions and essential workers who cannot 
work from home 

• On 6 April 2021, Ontario announced it would be increasing 
vaccine allocations to hotspot communities identified by postal 
codes in 13 public-health units in the province that have had 
elevated rates of virus transmission, hospitalizations and deaths 
o Individuals 18 to 49 years of age living in the identified postal 

codes will be eligible, and upcoming mobile and pop-up clinics 
will be promoted by public-health units and community 
partners 

o Low-barrier methods to verify age and residence in a hotspot 
community are to be used, and public-health units are to ensure 
that vaccination clinics in hotspot communities are readily 
accessible 

o Public-health units are to leverage community-based 
organizations and local healthcare organizations to reach 
residents, build vaccine confidence and address 
misinformation, and identify unique needs and barriers to 
accessing vaccination 

• As of 10 March 2021, the general population in Quebec aged 70 
years of age or older is able to book an appointment for 
vaccination in all public-health units  
o As of 13 April 2021, individuals aged 60 and older in all 

regions, health and social workers with direct patient contact 
who are part of priority group two, residents in Montreal under 
60 years of age with very high-risk health conditions, essential 
workers in Montreal working in environments deemed to be at 
high risk of outbreak, and people aged 55 to 79 who attend 

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_Phase_2_vaccination_prioritization.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_Phase_2_vaccination_prioritization.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61009/ontario-moving-to-phase-two-of-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-plan
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination#c92384
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pharmacy-based walk-in vaccination clinics are currently 
eligible to be vaccinated 

o The Quebec Immunization Committee has recommended that 
vaccination for pregnant women should be offered 

• Priority for vaccinations in New Brunswick is currently being 
given to individuals 70 years of age and older, all First Nations 16 
years of age and older, individuals who travel across the border, 
rotational workers, healthcare workers, health-system staff and 
individuals with complex medical conditions  
o Priority will be given next to individuals 40 years of age and 

older with three or more select chronic conditions, and 
individuals 60 to 69 years of age  

o New Brunswick anticipates that individuals between the ages of 
16 and 59 will be eligible for vaccination in June 

• For P.E.I.’s vaccine roll-out phases, Phase 2 (April to June 2021) 
will include adults 18 years of age and older and Phase 3 (summer 
to September 2021) will include all individuals requiring a second 
dose and youth 15 years of age and older when an appropriate 
vaccine for this age category becomes available 

• Newfoundland and Labrador’s Phase 2 (April to June 2021) will 
now include adults 60 years of age and older, adults who identify 
as First Nation, Inuit or Métis, adults in marginalized populations, 
first responders, front-line healthcare workers not immunized in 
phase 1, individuals 16-59 with medical conditions who could be 
at high risk if infected with COVID-19, individuals who travel in 
and out of the province for work, and front-line essential workers 
with direct contact with the public who cannot work from home  
o Phase 3 (July to September 2021) will include anyone in priority 

groups 1 and 2 who were not vaccinated and individuals 16-59 
who have not been vaccinated 

• As of 19 February 2021, first doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
became available in the Northwest Territories to the majority of 
adults 18 years and older 
o Additional priority groups have been added for residents in 

Yellowknife, Hay River and Inuvik as of 5 March 2021 
o All communities in Northwest Territories are now providing a 

second immunization for individuals who have received their 

https://www.inspq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/publications/3093_utilisation_vaccin_covid_19.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine.html#3
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/covid-19-vaccines-and-immunization-phased-approach
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/files/NL-COVID19-Immunization-Plan-1.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/files/NL-COVID19-Immunization-Plan-1.pdf
https://covid19tracker.ca/provincevac.html?p=NT
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first dose, and first doses for any resident older than 18 years of 
age 

• Canadian provinces have adjusted their roll-out plans to 
incorporate the arrival of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine during 
the week of 8 March 2021 
o Starting 10 March 2021, Albertans aged 50 to 64 and First 

Nations, Métis and Inuit individuals aged 35 to 49 will be 
eligible to receive the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 

o Eligible groups in Saskatchewan who will be receiving the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine include individuals between the 
ages of 60 and 64 and priority healthcare workers  

o The Quebec Immunization Committee does not recommend 
systematically offering the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine to 
people in Quebec with a very high risk of sickness and 
complications (for example, residents of long-term care homes 
and immunocompromised people) 

o In Nova Scotia, the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine will be 
administered to individuals aged 63 and 64 starting 20 March 
2021 

o Starting 11 March 2021, individuals between the ages of 18 and 
29 in P.E.I. who work in the food and beverage industry, 
including food delivery service, can register to receive the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 

• Starting 1 March 2021, all residents of the Yukon became eligible 
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine including individuals who are 
no longer infectious if they had a previous COVID-19 infection, 
individuals who are currently breastfeeding, pregnant or planning 
to be pregnant, and anyone with immune-system problems or 
autoimmune conditions 
o Individuals in Yukon are advised not to receive the vaccine if 

they are 17 years of age or younger, have symptoms of a 
COVID-19 infection, are allergic to polyethylene glycol or had 
an allergic reaction without a known cause, had a serious 
allergic reaction with the previous dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine, or have received another non-COVID-19 vaccine in 
the past 14 days 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx#safety
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/march/09/covid19-update-for-march-9-93512-vaccines-administered-113-new-cases-160-recoveries-one-new-death
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/march/09/covid19-update-for-march-9-93512-vaccines-administered-113-new-cases-160-recoveries-one-new-death
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210309005
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://yukon.ca/en/news/dates-set-additional-covid-19-vaccine-clinics
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/hss-imgs/moderna_vaccine_information_jan_2021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/wilso/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/PA3UZJNJ/o%09Currently%20pregnant%20or%20planning%20to%20be%20pregnant%20before%20receiving%20the%20full%20two%20Moderna%20doses%20%20o%09Currently%20breastfeeding%20%20o%09Have%20immune%20system%20problems%20or%20autoimmune%20conditions
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o Residents of British Columbia are eligible to receive 
vaccinations in Yukon if they typically receive healthcare in the 
territory 

• As of 10 March 2021, residents 18 years and older in Nunavut 
became eligible to schedule a vaccination 
o In Nunavut, if individuals miss their first-dose appointment 

and do not belong to the community scheduled to receive 
doses, they will be asked to wait until the next supply of 
vaccines is shipped to Nunavut 

 
Dosing rules 

• Millions of doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been administered 
in countries 
o As of 11 April 2021, over 167.34 million doses of COVID-19 

vaccines have been administered across China  
o As of 13 April 2021, New Zealand has administered 135,585 

doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, Australia has 
administered 1,234,681 COVID-19 vaccine doses, France has 
administered 15,317,970 vaccine doses, Germany has 
administered over 18.6 million vaccine doses, the U.K. has 
administered more than 32 million first doses, and the U.S. has 
administered more than 192 million of the 245 million doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccines distributed 

o 61.5% of the population in Israel received at least one dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine as of 12 April 2021 and 57% of the 
population have been fully vaccinated 

o As of 13 April 2021, 16.9% of the total population in France 
and 16.3% of the German population have received their first 
dose of vaccine, and 5.9% of the French population and 6.2% 
of the German population have been fully vaccinated 

o Health Canada has confirmed distribution of 11,399,542 
COVID-19 vaccines to the provinces and territories as of 12 
April 2021 and 78.7% of the doses have been administered 
(7,703,437 first doses and 819,131 second doses) 

• As of 15 April 2021, about 22% of the Canadian population has 
been vaccinated with at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

• As of 12 April 2021, the number of vaccine doses administered in 
Canadian provinces range from 2,005,106 doses in Quebec to 

https://yukon.ca/this-is-our-shot#who-is-eligible-to-get-the-vaccine
https://yukon.ca/this-is-our-shot#who-is-eligible-to-get-the-vaccine
https://www.kamloopsthisweek.com/news/all-nunavut-communities-to-get-enough-covid-vaccine-for-first-doses-by-end-of-march-1.24290856
https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/news/upcoming-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-1
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-04/13/c_83472.htm
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-data-and-statistics/covid-19-vaccine-data
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19#australias-vaccine-rollout
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/vaccination-contre-la-covid-en-france-au-13-avril-2021-pres-de-15-320-000
https://impfdashboard.de/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-moves-into-next-phase-of-vaccine-roll-out-as-government-target-hit-early
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/vaccination-contre-la-covid-en-france-au-13-avril-2021-pres-de-15-320-000
https://impfdashboard.de/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/covid-19-vaccine-treatment/vaccine-rollout.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker-how-many-people-in-canada-have-received-shots-1.5247509
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccination-tracker-how-many-people-in-canada-have-received-shots-1.5247509
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/situation-coronavirus-in-quebec/covid-19-vaccination-data/#c81611
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1,025,019 doses in British Columbia to 290,921 doses in 
Saskatchewan and 23,569 vaccine doses in Nunavut  

• The Government of Nunavut will not be releasing specific details 
about the level of vaccination in communities to prevent stigma 

 
Second dose intervals 

• A Chinese guideline published on 29 March 2021 recommended 
to use the same vaccine product to complete immunization  

• China’s recommendations on doses and vaccination intervals are 
as follows: 
o An interval of three to eight weeks for inactivated vaccines 

with two doses 
o For recombinant protein subunit vaccines with three doses, an 

interval of no less than four weeks between two shots, with the 
second dose being administered within eight weeks after the 
first shot and the third dose being administered within six 
months after the first shot 

o People who have not completed the vaccination within the 
schedule should resume the vaccination as soon as possible 
without needing to start over again, and a booster shot is not 
recommended 

• France maintains a second dose interval for the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine of 21 days 

• According to Germany’s Standing Committee on Vaccination 
(STIKO), the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine requires two doses in 
a 12-week interval  

• In response to the widespread transmission of the COVID-19 
outbreak, the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
in England recommended that the time interval between the first 
and second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines be extended to up to 12 weeks 

• On 3 March 2021, the National Advisory Committee on 
Immunization (NACI) issued new guidance for Canada advising 
that the time between shots for the Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, 
and Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines be extended to four months in 
order to vaccinate, and hopefully protect, more people 

https://www.timescolonist.com/a-look-at-covid-19-vaccinations-in-canada-on-monday-april-12-2021-1.24306097
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-delivery-update
https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/information/covid-19-vaccination
https://www.nunavutnews.com/health/gn-not-divulging-community-level-vaccination-numbers/
https://www.nunavutnews.com/health/gn-not-divulging-community-level-vaccination-numbers/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-04/12/c_83454.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-04/12/c_83454.htm
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/grands-dossiers/la-vaccination-contre-la-covid-19/article/la-strategie-vaccinale
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Kommissionen/STIKO/Empfehlungen/AstraZeneca-Impfstoff.html;jsessionid=B83E6B5E2C6D81058CD8E57C96787EC6.internet082?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=93a5b906e6f3c0c2c8e512933a6307f4daebb96e-1615395018-0-AdUnOIXEbSp_qprUYRYuayosVrWtx_v3qnCSq9tWhD8Jkj06eZSgDEoVqx5truLClR1xujtRP-EGXomKcP_GiJLWfB2M-2HFx6KKAN8IRoNQT81T9Wrb71OnA0W7AWf5wOYv2lBCcqQY9lWirZ6556DUCB6f-etXLj4IMSnjA6ieHJqwE2G0lfWRFDnRvDsXtFry0nC_wpKcFNyfFmPiBGi7Cp9qy3GvMSaWLmPLYef55oOAAdTajFEzIj24TsA0DlvFMG9qXdmcF0VVZfQp_3Sv1K_nwDPMul5MJ5EgDiyO-aE4hteXvAvvoGUaiv5faoMzZ4wbGEhch6fEgbiDI8jTLIcDtxkmr81UDyQpimNPsk0sm-9UFcpcgdPOGxUuy3e25_s_lKTCH7iVC_NubA47r4RvF3i904DPNc0oqbTBzroT_4btHy5IZ29P5NANANiL_tov9GelgG0qlpmyKh8k7jzkt1WJvQcMc9pDeS0fik7zZnIsdMhmflYgH0-ah-y5gcp7MaL4g2OaT-e0H6Y
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974300/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy_March21.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974300/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy_March21.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974300/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy_March21.pdf
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/second-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines-can-be-given-up-to-4-months-after-first-naci-now-says-1.5332497
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o British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, and Newfoundland and 
Labrador have extended their second dose intervals to align 
with NACI’s recommendations 

• After concerns about certain populations not being fully 
vaccinated were highlighted in the media, the Advisory 
Committee of Canada’s National Advisory Committee on 
Immunization (NACI) reconfirmed their recommendation to 
extend the dose interval between two-dose vaccines to four 
months in their updated guidance on 7 April 2021 

• Ontario’s Vaccine Clinical Advisory Group recommended on 26 
March 2021 that the following populations be exempted from the 
extended second dose interval of four months: 
o Transplant recipients  
o Individuals with malignant hematologic disorders  
o Non-hematologic malignant solid tumours receiving active 

treatment (excluding individuals receiving solely hormonal 
therapy or radiation therapy) 

• Yukoners are encouraged to get their second vaccine 28 to 35 
days after receiving their first dose and residents in Northwest 
Territories who have received their first dose are asked to wait at 
least four weeks before getting their second dose 

 
Ensuring equity 

• China will launch a "spring sprout" program to assist and secure 
vaccination for its citizens with Chinese or foreign vaccines  
o This program will include setting up vaccination stations in 

countries where conditions allow to administer Chinese 
vaccines to nationals living in surrounding countries 

• Vaccinations in China have been extended to foreign nationals in 
the city of Beijing, and on 16 March 2021, China's embassy in 
Egypt launched a COVID-19 vaccination drive for over 5,000 
Chinese citizens 

• As of 8 March 2021, vaccination has begun for 100,000 
Palestinians who work in Israel or are in Israeli settlements in the 
West bank, with efforts to vaccinate 1,000 people per day  

https://bc.ctvnews.ca/time-between-covid-19-vaccine-doses-extended-to-4-months-b-c-health-officials-1.5328817
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60568/ontario-ready-to-rollout-phase-two-of-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-plan-1
https://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/2020/20-279-05W.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/faq.html
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=77647C8373F1B-F805-C364-A64CE3691D9D6F15
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-delivery-phases
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66341256/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66341319/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66341319/
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/naci-summary-extended-dose-interval-covid-19-en.pdf
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• Every person in New Zealand will be eligible for free vaccination 
regardless of their immigration status, and any information 
collected will not be used for immigration purposes 

• New Zealand is making a concerted effort to promote 
vaccinations within Mãori communities 

• In its guidance for COVID-19 vaccinations in Canada, NACI 
recommended that at-risk adults in Indigenous populations be 
among the first priority groups to be vaccinated in provinces and 
territories 
o As of 9 February 2021, 11,800 vaccine doses had been 

allocated to First Nations communities in Manitoba, and a 
time-limited clinic in Winnipeg was opened to provide 
vaccination for First Nations health-care workers, knowledge 
keepers and traditional healers 

o Operation Remote Immunity was launched in Ontario to 
vaccinate adults in 31 fly-in First Nations communities and 
Moosonee in Northern Ontario 

o Indigenous communities are being prioritized within the 
current phases of vaccine roll-outs in B.C., Alberta, Manitoba, 
and New Brunswick 

• In Quebec, one companion of a person 85 years of age or older 
will be able to be vaccinated at the same time if the companion is 
70 years of age or older and provides care to their partner at least 
three days per week 

• An emergency order under the Emergency Measures Act enables 
Shared Health Manitoba to investigate and confirm the eligibility 
status of healthcare workers who have been vaccinated 
o If people are found to have provided false information to get 

early vaccination, the order enables Shared Health to disclose 
this information to the individual’s employer, professional 
regulatory body, or law enforcement 

Communicating 
vaccine-allocation 
plans and the 
safety and 
effectiveness of 
vaccines 

Target of the intervention 

• A WHO guideline provides behavioural insights related to 
drivers of vaccine acceptance and uptake with a focus on the 
drivers of vaccine uptake including: 1) an enabling 
environment; 2) social influences; and 3) motivation 

• Some of the evidence focused on communication 
interventions targeting the general public or community 

Target population 

• Countries have used (or are recommending the use of) strategies 
to tailor information about COVID-19 and how to book 
vaccination appointments for culturally and linguistically diverse 
groups and at-risk populations (Australia, Germany, U.K., Israel), 
engaging the public and stakeholders through local partnerships 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-getting-vaccine
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-7-april-2021/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/guidance-prioritization-initial-doses-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/?archive=&item=50717
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/?archive=&item=50717
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/?archive=&item=50717
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60389/ontario-administers-over-half-a-million-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/what-you-need-to-know-covid-19-bc-april-12-1.5983610
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx#safety
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine.html#3
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination/#c78949
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=50922&posted=2021-03-05
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=50922&posted=2021-03-05
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240016927
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240016927
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opinion leaders to ensure evidence-based information is 
being relayed to the general public 

• It was also emphasized that communication interventions 
should be tailored to mitigate inequalities, particularly to 
Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups who have higher 
rates of infection, morbidity and mortality, as well as 
unvaccinated or under-vaccinated populations 

• Evidence was also found about the importance of targeting 
healthcare professionals (who should be educated about the 
vaccine prior to the initiation of any vaccination program) 
and ensuring that healthcare workers have the opportunity, 
skills and information to effectively communicate with 
patients and support vaccine-related decisions 

• A high-quality rapid review proposes that future vaccination-
messaging campaigns for the public should ensure clear 
communication about vaccine eligibility and availability, and 
the engagement of target groups 

• A single study found the majority of participants used 
traditional media to obtain information on the COVID-19 
vaccine, but that there is an opportunity for social-media 
platforms to reduce vaccine hesitancy 

• A guideline from WHO updated the risk communication and 
community-engagement strategy to cover anticipated 
COVID-19 related events, and proposes four objectives for 
people-centred and community-led approaches to improve 
trust and social cohesion, and reduce negative impacts of 
COVID-19 

• Four single studies discussed COVID-19 vaccination 
intention and uptake among different populations, which 
found: 
o Low COVID-19 vaccine uptake among healthcare 

workers in Saudi Arabia and recommended to scale up 
targeted public-health communication efforts 

o News of a variant strain and case escalation could reduce 
COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy  

o Exposure to misinformation reduced the intent to accept 
a vaccine relative to exposure to factually correct 
information 

(U.K., U.S.), and having medical experts assist with information 
dissemination to the public (Australia) 

• The Government of Australia will be promoting an educational 
campaign on its COVID-19 vaccination program 
o On 1 March 2021, the second phase of Australia’s educational 

COVID-19 campaign was launched which included health 
professionals and researchers responding to public enquiries 
through a series of “Top 3 COVID-19 Vaccine Questions” 

• On 2 April 2021, China's NHC and CDC developed a series of 
COVID-19 vaccination training materials for vaccination 
providers and staff, including a guideline on the use of COVID-
19 vaccines, adverse events following immunization (AEFI) 
management guideline, vaccination-administration guideline, and 
registration and reporting guideline 

• In France, a citizen panel consisting of 35 citizens was announced 
to collate the concerns and queries posed by the public and 
present them to the national government  

• A vaccine campaign was also launched in France via text and call 
on 31 March 2021 to reach out to residents older than 75 years of 
age who have yet to be vaccinated 

• To increase accessibility and persuade individuals who are hesitant 
or undecided about vaccination in Israel, mobile vaccination units 
have experts who travel with the units to answer questions, and 
also use free food or drink 

• The Associate Minister of Health (Mãori Health) in New Zealand 
indicated that several initiatives had begun to promote 
vaccinations within Mãori communities, including a roadshow, 
networking by Iwi leaders and communications networks, and the 
expansion of the engagement strategy to a number of social media 
platforms 

• On 17 March 2021, the COVID-19 Response Minister of New 
Zealand released a graph illustrating the country’s vaccine roll-out 
plan, and later on in the month, the minister and his associate 
minister both received the first dose of Pfizer vaccine and publicly 
discussed their experience afterwards to demonstrate confidence 
in the vaccine 

https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2020-12/Factors-and-measures-affecting-vaccine-uptake_Advice-to-NPHET.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2020-12/Factors-and-measures-affecting-vaccine-uptake_Advice-to-NPHET.pdf
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https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.18.21250049v1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/338057/WHO-2019-nCoV-RCCE-2020.3-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01056-1
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http://www.nhc.gov.cn/jkj/s5899tg/202104/1619f941de034452a4b9bcaf307afd79/files/d1e24d944218436d958547240af5fd07.pdf
https://www.gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus/vaccins
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o Components of persuasive messaging had no significant 
effects on COVID-19 vaccination attitudes and intention 

• One single study found public trust through an integrated 
and familiar health system is one key factor for the successes 
of Israel’s vaccination campaign 

 
Delivery of the intervention 

• A high-quality rapid review indicates that messages delivered 
in mixed-media campaigns in communities and hospitals 
could improve vaccine uptake 

• One WHO guideline provides health workers with a flow 
diagram for COVID-19 vaccination communication, which 
can be carried out during a COVID-19 vaccination session, 
or prior to the vaccination event, in-person or via a virtual 
platform, at a group educational session, community 
meeting, or one-on-one interaction 

• A medium-quality rapid review indicated that 
communication of reliable, frequent, and tailored 
information about vaccines should be shared with 
community members through multiple platforms, including 
social media, traditional media, and providers, and providers 
must be educated about vaccines and provided with 
appropriate training to increase provider vaccine 
recommendations to patients 

• However, a high-quality systematic review found that 
interventions involving risk messages were found to have no 
effect on the intention of participants to vaccinate, their 
behaviour towards vaccines, and their perception of the 
severity of the disease 
 

Content of messaging 

• One guideline emphasized that eligible groups who 
understand why vaccination is particularly important for 
them are more likely to be vaccinated, and that professionals 
should address any misconceptions about it 

• A high-quality rapid review indicates that messages that 
provide information about virus risks, vaccine benefits and 

• An online tool was launched to help New Zealand residents 
determine which vaccination group they are in and when they can 
expect to get a COVID-19 vaccine 

• The Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board in the U.K. is 
leading a campaign to reassure its faithful that COVID-19 
vaccinations are safe and compatible with Islamic practices 

• The Canadian government has a dedicated telephone line for 
providing COVID-19 information and also maintains a database 
of COVID-19 announcements (inclusive of updates on vaccine 
efficacy and procurement) on its website that can be filtered by 
announcement type (e.g., news releases), minister, and 
government institution 

• Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) is developing resources to 
guide vaccination delivery, messaging and education of indigenous 
populations   

• As of 10 February 2021, the province of Manitoba had 225 
phone-line agents and plans to expand to 300 agents in March, as 
well as implement online self-service booking 

• The province of Manitoba has established a ‘vaccine shot finder’ 
webpage with a map to aid individuals in finding pharmacies and 
medical clinics participating in the vaccination campaign 
o The map distinguishes between sites that are and are not 

currently taking appointments 

• Ontario has published vaccine administration guidelines and 
information packets for healthcare providers regarding the Pfizer-

BioNTech, Moderna, and Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines 

• An updated chart outlining a timeline for when priority groups are 
eligible to receive their COVID-19 vaccine has been posted on 
the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador website 

• An information package is additionally available on the 
Government of Nunavut website describing what residents can 
expect when visiting vaccine clinics 

 
Delivery of intervention 

• Countries are using several modalities for communicating vaccine-
allocation plans, including government websites, online FAQs and 
other online tools, social media and SMS messages on mobile 
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safety, and address vaccine misunderstandings could improve 
vaccine uptake 

• A medium-quality rapid review shows that vaccine hesitancy 
is universal across countries and is typically manifested in the 
preference to wait to be vaccinated or to reject vaccination 
altogether, and the most cited reasons for vaccine hesitancy 
or refusal included fear of side effects, safety, and 
effectiveness, as well as the expedited development of the 
COVID-19 vaccines, perceived political interference, and 
misinformation 

• It is recommended that confidence in the COVID-19 
vaccines can be improved by emphasizing transparency and 
compliance with scientific standards throughout the vaccine 
development and approval processes, and that 
communication strategies use positive cues to vaccinate 
through engagement with loved ones and family members, 
and trusted figures like doctors and religious leaders 

• One single study indicated that effective public-health 
communication strategies should be tailored to counter 
vaccine misinformation 

• A WHO guideline outlines key messages to communicate 
during a COVID-19 vaccination session, including benefits 
of vaccination, common potential side effects and how to 
handle them, myths and misinformation about vaccines, and 
complementary public-health and social measures 

• A high-quality guideline from the WHO on the use of 
Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19-vaccine 
recommended it for individuals aged 18 years and older with 
caveats for specific population groups  

• One single study found that transparency regarding vaccine-
safety information and culturally appropriate messages in 
digital and offline media could contribute to the successes of 
Israel’s vaccination campaign 

devices, press releases, radio, public Q&A sessions with experts, 
and engaging the public and stakeholders through local 
partnerships 

• The Ministry of Public Security of China has deployed a national 
campaign to combat vaccine-related crimes, including 
manufacture and sale of fake vaccines related fraud activities 

• On 8 March 2021, a COVID-19 vaccine eligibility tracker was 
launched in Australia to help provide residents with a projected 
vaccination timeline 

• The Australian government’s Department of Health released 
educational material (e.g., videos) on COVID-19 vaccines in 
multiple languages (Arabic, Italian, Hindi, Korean, Russian and 
Spanish) with translated subtitles 

• The Government of Australia also launched a new website 
feature, “Is it true?”, in an attempt to combat misinformation and 
reduce vaccine hesitancy among residents 

• Efforts have been made in Israel to increase vaccine uptake by 
publicizing vaccination endorsements from political and religious 
leaders  

• Current priority and eligible population groups in Israel receive 
text messages from their health maintenance organizations 
(HMO) about information on booking an appointment (either by 
phone or through the HMO online portal) 

• Preparation is underway in New Zealand for a public awareness 
and reassurance campaign centred around vaccine safety that will 
include paid advertising 

• In December 2020, the Public Health Agency of Canada required 
that federal, provincial and territorial governments provide 
ongoing access to comprehensive, clear and accurate information 
about COVID-19 vaccines and immunization plans through 
partnerships with First Nations, Inuit and Metis leaders, health 
professionals and other relevant stakeholders 

• Communication modalities used by provincial governments in 
Canada include FAQs (all provinces), news releases 
(Saskatchewan. Yukon), radio (Yukon), public Q&A sessions 
(Nunavut) and social media (Yukon and Nova Scotia) 
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• Manitoba has released an interactive vaccine queue calculator for 
residents to understand their place in the vaccine priority line 

• On 12 April 2021, a video explaining how the COVID-19 
vaccines are being distributed was posted on the government of 
Nova Scotia Twitter account 

• In the Northwest Territories, local health personnel will be made 
available to community residents to answer questions about the 
vaccine before mobile-vaccine clinics arrive 

• A public website discussing vaccine progress in the Yukon is now 
available to residents 

• Nunavut has created cash prize incentives for residents who 
choose to get vaccinated  

 
Content of messaging 

• China's NHC encouraged more people to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19 on a voluntary, informed basis instead of a 
compulsory one 
o In addition to the above, China’s CDC provides information 

on vaccine-administration protocols, contraindications, vaccine 
transportation and storage, monitoring and documentation, and 
risk-mitigation efforts 

• On 22 March 2021, HKSAR chief executive urged Hong Kong 
residents to actively receive COVID-19 vaccine and to refer to the 
official vaccine information and professional opinions of health 
experts, instead of rumours and disinformation 

• The Government of Germany has launched a COVID-19 vaccine 
information campaign, “Germany Pulls Up Its Sleeves”, to help 
educate and inform the public 
o The first phase of the campaign focuses on raising awareness 

regarding priority populations 
o The campaign consists of educational videos, posters and 

advertisements 

• Media campaigns in Israel (including messages about social 
responsibility and use of celebrities) have launched to promote 
the “green pass” 

• The New Zealand Ministry of Health has published information 
on its website about the safety, effectiveness and side effects of 
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https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/coronavirus.html#c17572
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-types-vaccines/covid-19-pfizer-biontech-comirnaty-vaccine
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the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, how to get a vaccine (for border 
and MIQ workers), and what to expect at your vaccination 
o The New Zealand Ministry of Health launched a dashboard on 

its website detailing key vaccination statistics, including the 
number of people vaccinated with first and second doses, the 
number of adverse reactions following vaccinations, and the 
forecasted and actual number of vaccinations administered 
each week 

o In addition to the above, New Zealand’s COVID-19 Response 
Minister said on 17 March 2021 that the government 
introduced paid advertising with messaging about vaccines 
during the weekend and that the advertising campaign will 
ramp up throughout the year  

• On 22 March 2021, the New Zealand government released an 
online tool to help New Zealand residents determine which 
vaccination group they are in and when they can expect to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine 
o The government is in the process of having the tool translated 

into 24 languages 

• The U.S. FDA's Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research 
(CBER) and Office of Minority Health and Health Equity 
(OMHHE) collaborated to address vaccine confidence concerns 
in racial and ethnic minority communities through several 
initiatives: 
o Holding listening sessions with diverse health professional 

organizations and other stakeholders 
o Building awareness about clinical trial diversity 
o Providing weekly COVID-19 communications to stakeholders 
o Supporting development and translation of information for the 

COVID-19 Multilingual Resources webpage that features 
materials in more than 20 languages 

o Launching a COVID-19 Bilingual (English/Spanish) Social 
Media Toolkit to promote consistent messaging 

o Releasing English and Spanish videos about the importance of 
getting vaccinated  

o Hosting a webinar about the vaccine-approval process and key 
information for minority communities to be aware of 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-getting-vaccine/covid-19-how-get-vaccine-border-and-miq-workers
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-getting-vaccine/covid-19-what-expect-your-vaccination
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-data-and-statistics/covid-19-vaccine-data
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-17-march-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/new-online-tool-to-help-you-find-out-when-you-can-get-vaccinated/
https://covid19.govt.nz/health-and-wellbeing/covid-19-vaccines/getting-a-covid-19-vaccine/find-out-when-you-can-get-a-vaccine/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/vaccine-ready-addressing-covid-19-health-disparities-among-racial-and-ethnic-minority-communities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=-zreFV1U6eI&list=PLey4Qe-UxcxbdJTzbekD712YosmrV78uE&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=fzVKfHT-_RM&list=PLey4Qe-UxcxbdJTzbekD712YosmrV78uE&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=_TCfqKSf1do&list=PLey4Qe-UxcxbdJTzbekD712YosmrV78uE&index=1
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• The Centre for Effective Practice in Ontario has put together 
resources for understanding vaccine hesitancy in Black and First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis communities 

• Common themes of the messaging on the websites of most 
countries and Canadian provinces include details on vaccine roll-
out plans (including timelines for vaccinating priority groups), 
safety and efficacy of approved vaccines, vaccine options, possible 
adverse events following immunization, and updates on the 
number of vaccine doses received and administered 
o The government of Canada’s website has a designated 

COVID-19 webpage with links to sources and information on 
vaccines that have been authorized, the vaccines that have been 
purchased in advance, and how to get vaccinated or register 

o Alberta Health Services has a COVID-19 immunization 
booking webpage that is regularly updated with information 
about how eligible residents can book a vaccine appointment 

o Quebec’s Ministry of Health maintains a website dedicated to 
demystifying beliefs regarding the risks of vaccination 

o Details on who is eligible to book an appointment during each 
phase of the vaccine roll-out is available on the Government of 
Prince Edward Island website 

o Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland and 
Labrador have added information sheets about the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine on their government websites 

o A website is available to residents of Northwest Territories to 
access information about the Moderna vaccine, the vaccination 
schedule, and to book appointments online  

o The Government of Yukon’s website provides an after care 
information package that discusses steps to take after receiving 
the vaccine, what side effects to expect after the immunization, 
when to return for the second dose, and things to remember 
when signing up for immunization 

• The Quebec government has released a document and video with 
guidance for the general public on how to register for vaccination 
through the online portal 
o The Ministry of Health and Social Services has produced and 

released several videos about COVID-19 vaccine safety and the 

https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#ensuring-patient-confidence-in-vaccines
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17295.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17295.aspx
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/advice-and-prevention/vaccination/demystifying-beliefs-regarding-vaccination/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66320489/
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/astrazeneca.html
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine.pdf
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-pm-en.pdf
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-pm-en.pdf
https://www.nthssa.ca/en/services/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-updates/covid-vaccine
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/moderna_vaccine_after_care_jan_2021.pdf
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/moderna_vaccine_after_care_jan_2021.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/sante/documents/Problemes_de_sante/covid-19/20-279-A-marche-a-suivre-vaccination-anglais.pdf?1615324258
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/sante/documents/Problemes_de_sante/covid-19/20-279-A-marche-a-suivre-vaccination-anglais.mp4?1615324325
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHCIr1T5nD1_m8FRw1C_rXkQgg68V7C6R
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHCIr1T5nD1_m8FRw1C_rXkQgg68V7C6R
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provincial vaccination campaign for the general public (in 
English and French) 

• British Columbia’s Centre for Disease Control and the 
Government of British Colombia have created designated public 
webpages that contain vaccine and eligibility FAQs, information 
sheets, a COVID-19 Digital Assistant Chat Box, and links to the 
online vaccine registration and booking system 

• The Saskatchewan Health Authority launched a website with 
information on COVID-19 vaccine drive-thru and walk-in sites as 
well as their wait times 

• Manitoba launched the #ProtectMB campaign to encourage 
vaccine uptake 
o The campaign includes a dedicated website, an e-mail 

newsletter, and data-driven targeted advertising 
o The program is based on research about the province’s 

vaccine-intent profile that has identified groups that are keen to 
get vaccinated, those who are likely to get vaccinated but are 
not in a rush, and those who are ambivalent/concerned about 
vaccination 

o To continually refine the campaign’s strategy, the province is 
using EngageMB (the provincial public-engagement platform), 
monitoring trends in vaccine uptake, and continuing to 
conduct research 

o A coordinating table has been established that includes Data 
Science, Public Health, Communications and Engagement, and 
Vaccine Task Force officials to guide the campaign and 
determine its informational needs 

• Both the Government of Yukon and the Government of 
Nunavut provide information packages about the Moderna 
vaccine that discusses COVID-19, the vaccine and its side effects, 
and who is eligible to receive the vaccine 

Administering 
vaccines in ways 
that optimize 
timely uptake 

With what explicit effort to leverage existing health-system arrangements  

• A European CDC guideline recommends using pre-existing 
vaccination structures and delivery services in the models for 
the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines 

• A low-quality rapid review noted that leveraging community-
based teaching methods and community partnerships for 
greater vaccination uptake by hard-to-reach populations 

With what explicit effort to leverage existing health system arrangements 

• Most countries and Canadian provinces and territories are 
currently (or planning to) leverage existing health-system 
arrangements to administer COVID-19 vaccines in settings such 
as hospitals, general-practice clinics, pharmacies, and vaccination 
centres  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHCIr1T5nD1_m8FRw1C_rXkQgg68V7C6R
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/covid-19-vaccination-at-a-glance
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/plan
https://www.saskhealthauthority.ca/news/service-alerts-emergency-events/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Drive-Thru-Wait-Times.aspx
https://protectmb.ca/
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/hss-imgs/moderna_vaccine_information_jan_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/information/covid-19-vaccination
https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/information/covid-19-vaccination
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Overview-of-EU_EEA-UK-vaccination-deployment-plans.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Overview-of-EU_EEA-UK-vaccination-deployment-plans.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/66b7b8611839e33f802585d1005e3216/$FILE/Q4%20Accessibility%20of%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/66b7b8611839e33f802585d1005e3216/$FILE/Q4%20Accessibility%20of%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
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• Another low-quality rapid review provided a framework for 
operationalizing programs to increase vaccine coverage, 
including increasing vaccinator capacity and training, and 
synergistically re-integrating immunization services 

• A guideline (from the Johns Hopkins Center for Health 
Security and Texas State University Department of 
Anthropology) recommends enhancing vaccination by home 
visits, preparing educational materials, training vaccinators, 
and fostering partnerships with government, health 
departments, and the media 

• A WHO guideline indicates that there is no evidence for the 
need of a booster dose after the two-dose vaccine or about 
the interchangeability of Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccine with 
other mRNA vaccines 

• A low-quality rapid review describes some requirements for 
the integration of COVID-19 vaccination into the services 
delivered by the national primary-healthcare network in 
Lebanon, which include necessary physical environment and 
infrastructure, supplies, cold chain management, workforce 
requirements, training, policies and procedures, technology 
and record-keeping, waste disposal, financing, public 
information and communication, and community 
engagement  
 

Where 

• One medium-quality full systematic review found that school 
and childcare centre-located vaccination programs were 
beneficial for vaccination rates and outcomes, and a low-
quality full systematic review highlighted the benefits of 
vaccination requirements for childcare, school, and college 
attendance 

• Another medium-quality full systematic review found that 
using an immunization information system was effective for 
increasing vaccination rates 

• A low-quality rapid review found three models for 
vaccination delivery in non-healthcare settings: social-
distancing clinics, drive-through vaccination clinics, and 
mini-mobile teams 

• The New Zealand government has partnered with some Mãori 
and Pacific NGOs to set up small community vaccination clinics 
in South Auckland to support the roll-out of vaccines to 
household contacts of border and MIQ workers 

• Over 4,500 accredited general practices will serve as 
administration sites during Australia’s vaccine roll-out, and the 
Australian Defense Force will provide additional personnel to 
assist with the vaccine roll-out in residential aged care facilities 

• The Government of France has authorized both medical practices 
and pharmacies to assist in vaccine administration  
o Medical practices in France will be distributing over 1.6 million 

doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine by 12 March 2021, 
and pharmacies will be distributing an initial delivery of 67,000 
doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine  

• In April 2021, medical practices in Germany are scheduled to be 
delivery sites for vaccine administration  

• As of 21 February, university campuses and workplaces have 
launched as vaccination sites in Israel 

• Canadian provinces and territories have taken different 
approaches to leverage existing health arrangements in their 
vaccine roll-outs 
o Phase II will see vaccine administration in Ontario occur at 

municipally run vaccination sites, hospitals, mobile vaccination 
sites, pharmacies, clinics, primary-care settings, and community 
locations 

o In mid-March, Ontario is launching a pilot program for 
community pharmacy-based vaccine administration in three 
public-health units 

o Saskatchewan has made an agreement with the Pharmacy 
Association of Saskatchewan for pharmacists to follow the 
influenza immunization model to administer COVID-19 
vaccines  

o Administration of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine will 
commence at a drive-thru location in Regina according to a 9 
March 2021 press release of the Saskatchewan government 

o This agreement establishes the fee for pharmacist delivery of 
COVID-19 vaccines along with increases in dispensing fees for 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7520883/pdf/IJMA-9-381.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7520883/pdf/IJMA-9-381.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X20313682
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X20313682
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X20313682
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X20313682
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/vaccination-programs-schools-and-organized-child-care-centers
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/vaccination-programs-schools-and-organized-child-care-centers
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/vaccination-programs-requirements-child-care-school-and-college-attendance
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/vaccination-programs-requirements-child-care-school-and-college-attendance
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/vaccination-programs-requirements-child-care-school-and-college-attendance
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/Fulltext/2015/05000/Economic_Review_of_Immunization_Information.4.aspx?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=416fa9b2dfd43ef3613ee3f554ebd0ee20a6a6a9-1604497007-0-AfX9WbMFmGb7fdFezmpH4J0Yvwg4MD24d2c525W3yw4BZyRe5GMcxflQZE4dtkPdsp164EBtVp3ksVzmPb15tZDM1skEIZQACSbX-gNuUQ1RIzQB2Bo21EvgxmFJcFDm9-6m1Yt_rj4VB-A23Y_uchucxDisg-YkfGIDFoAVFdeoCeWvfpIcX00vr994gxMQjV-CGnS3EePxv9-t48S-ctM2OIrd5MXT2lvV3m1hVujAAY3nchUIryx3GyxfVa-IPTyMjbT12qCUL1eMXwOo5HWOWt7G0QJ8sEkPBDH6-sLnxXWcvczSonHiSGbHXuZkGgyLh3Y7XvdXY88bL5ckUrdUdKqCI1Xv23C5fLC331pPxkA4lzoTwdOdmXA85Btj6LCt2mlBUynNkMjRKrQhlGFhsGPAwt7i2fVPDcD_-ZK1pcVgtiI6o_FsGigeQVcTZw
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/Fulltext/2015/05000/Economic_Review_of_Immunization_Information.4.aspx?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=416fa9b2dfd43ef3613ee3f554ebd0ee20a6a6a9-1604497007-0-AfX9WbMFmGb7fdFezmpH4J0Yvwg4MD24d2c525W3yw4BZyRe5GMcxflQZE4dtkPdsp164EBtVp3ksVzmPb15tZDM1skEIZQACSbX-gNuUQ1RIzQB2Bo21EvgxmFJcFDm9-6m1Yt_rj4VB-A23Y_uchucxDisg-YkfGIDFoAVFdeoCeWvfpIcX00vr994gxMQjV-CGnS3EePxv9-t48S-ctM2OIrd5MXT2lvV3m1hVujAAY3nchUIryx3GyxfVa-IPTyMjbT12qCUL1eMXwOo5HWOWt7G0QJ8sEkPBDH6-sLnxXWcvczSonHiSGbHXuZkGgyLh3Y7XvdXY88bL5ckUrdUdKqCI1Xv23C5fLC331pPxkA4lzoTwdOdmXA85Btj6LCt2mlBUynNkMjRKrQhlGFhsGPAwt7i2fVPDcD_-ZK1pcVgtiI6o_FsGigeQVcTZw
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/1293e80ea53ada48802585d10057c918/$FILE/Q1%20Models%20of%20mass%20vaccination%20in%20non-healthcare%20settings.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/local-gps-on-board-to-roll-out-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/defence-support-the-vaccine-rollout-in-aged-care
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/coronavirus.html#c17572
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#vaccination-operations
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60568/ontario-ready-to-rollout-phase-two-of-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-plan-1
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60568/ontario-ready-to-rollout-phase-two-of-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-plan-1
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/22/saskatchewan-pharmacists-key-partner-in-the-covid-19-immunization-plan
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/22/saskatchewan-pharmacists-key-partner-in-the-covid-19-immunization-plan
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/march/09/covid19-update-for-march-9-93512-vaccines-administered-113-new-cases-160-recoveries-one-new-death
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/march/09/covid19-update-for-march-9-93512-vaccines-administered-113-new-cases-160-recoveries-one-new-death
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• One single study indicated a heavy-lift UAV quadcopter can 
expand COVID-19 vaccine delivery to Indigenous people 
living in villages impeded by rugged terrain 

• The same rapid review also describes how to integrate 
COVID-19 vaccination into the primary-healthcare network 
in Lebanon 

• A low-quality rapid review found that mandatory 
vaccinations (through law or conditional by employment) for 
specific populations such as healthcare workers could 
increase vaccination uptake but may reduce trust, and where 
infeasible, to use education and promotional strategies 
supplemented with incentives and on-site vaccination clinic 
 

By whom 

• A medium-quality full systematic review found that allowing 
pharmacists to administer influenza vaccinations had small 
positive effects on vaccination rates, which was increased 
with greater autonomy 

• A low-quality rapid review discussed the recruitment of 
individuals with or without medical backgrounds and training 
approaches 
 

With what partnerships to reach early populations of focus 

• One low-quality rapid review discussed setting up familiar 
and accessible vaccination sites, community-based teaching 
methods and community partnerships for hard-to-reach 
populations 

• Another rapid review also focused on efforts through 
culturally specific education campaigns and engagement of 
stakeholders and community partners 

• One medium-quality full systematic review discussed the 
education of clinicians and parents to reduce vaccination 
pain, fear and distress 

• A guideline from the allergy centres in Germany provides 
guidance on allergological risk assessment regarding 
COVID-19 vaccination 

With what broader, complementary health interventions 

prescription drugs and influenza vaccines for the 2021 flu 
season 

o Within the month of March 2021, four more vaccine clinics 
will open in Nova Scotia, and 25 pharmacies and family 
physician clinics began offering the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine 

o During Phases 2 and 3 of P.E.I.’s vaccine roll-out, mobile 
clinics will launch in smaller communities and participating 
pharmacies in P.E.I. will be offering the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine in these provinces  

 
Where 

• New Zealand began vaccinating its border workers in Aotearoa 
on 20 February 2021 and in Wellington on 22 February 2021 

• On 9 March 2021, New Zealand launched the first large-scale 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic and began vaccinating the 
household contacts of border workers 

• For large-scale vaccinations, some countries are using venues in 
the community such as football stadiums (the U.K.), pharmacies 
(France), and/or mobile clinics for rural and remote areas (Israel, 
the U.K.) 

• In Australia, the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines will only be 
administered at Hospital/Pfizer Hubs and the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine will be administered at general practitioner-
led respiratory clinics, select general practices, state-run 
vaccination clinics, and Aboriginal Controlled Community Health 
Centres 
o Vaccines will be administered to long-term care home residents 

in an estimated 240 aged-care facilities in over 190 regions 
o Vaccinations in Australia began at 1,000 general practitioner-

led respiratory clinics on 22 March 2021 and this number will 
gradually increase to over 4,000 by the end of April 2021  

o Community pharmacies are also eligible to serve as vaccine 
administration sites in Australia as part of Phase 2A of the roll-
out plan 

• In China, vaccination sites are set up in the health service centres, 
township health centres or general hospitals in the jurisdictions  

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.09.21249494v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.09.21249494v1.full.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/k2p/Documents/Integrating%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20into%20the%20Primary%20Health%20Care%20Network%20in%20Lebanon_Full%20Version_reduced.pdf
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/indexCOVID.html
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/indexCOVID.html
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/indexCOVID.html
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cep/COVID/indexCOVID.html
https://www.healthevidence.org/view-article.aspx?a=policy-change-pharmacist-provision-influenza-vaccination-increase-population-38951
https://www.healthevidence.org/view-article.aspx?a=policy-change-pharmacist-provision-influenza-vaccination-increase-population-38951
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/cf9f335f1b756d14802585d100593c2a/$FILE/Q2%20Recruiting%20and%20training%20a%20skilled%20workforce%20to%20deliver%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/cf9f335f1b756d14802585d100593c2a/$FILE/Q2%20Recruiting%20and%20training%20a%20skilled%20workforce%20to%20deliver%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/7c21215d6d0c613e80256f490030c05a/cf9f335f1b756d14802585d100593c2a/$FILE/Q2%20Recruiting%20and%20training%20a%20skilled%20workforce%20to%20deliver%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/66b7b8611839e33f802585d1005e3216/$FILE/Q4%20Accessibility%20of%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/66b7b8611839e33f802585d1005e3216/$FILE/Q4%20Accessibility%20of%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/66b7b8611839e33f802585d1005e3216/$FILE/Q4%20Accessibility%20of%20mass%20vaccination.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7520883/pdf/IJMA-9-381.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7520883/pdf/IJMA-9-381.pdf
https://www.healthsystemsevidence.org/articles/34725-process-interventions-for-vaccine-injections-systematic-review-of-randomized-controlled-trials-and-quasi-randomized-controlled-trials?source=saved_documents
https://www.healthsystemsevidence.org/articles/34725-process-interventions-for-vaccine-injections-systematic-review-of-randomized-controlled-trials-and-quasi-randomized-controlled-trials?source=saved_documents
https://www.healthsystemsevidence.org/articles/34725-process-interventions-for-vaccine-injections-systematic-review-of-randomized-controlled-trials-and-quasi-randomized-controlled-trials?source=saved_documents
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7841415/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7841415/
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210219005
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210309005
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210309005
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/files/NL-COVID19-Immunization-Plan-1.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/files/NL-COVID19-Immunization-Plan-1.pdf
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-vaccines-trial-run-2/
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/independent-group-to-oversee-continual-improvement-in-covid-19-response-2/
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/how-covid-19-vaccines-will-be-distributed#hospital-hubs-across-the-country
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/about-covid-19-vaccines/about-the-pfizerbiontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/about-covid-19-vaccines/about-the-pfizerbiontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/how-covid-19-vaccines-will-be-distributed
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/03/covid-19-vaccination-phase-1b-commonwealth-gp-led-respiratory-clinics-covid-19-vaccination-phase-1b-rollout-gp-led-respiratory-clinics_1.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/03/covid-19-vaccination-phase-1b-commonwealth-gp-led-respiratory-clinics-covid-19-vaccination-phase-1b-rollout-gp-led-respiratory-clinics_1.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/information-for-covid-19-vaccination-providers
http://www.chinacdc.cn/jkzt/crb/zl/szkb_11803/jszl_12208/202101/t20210107_223665.html
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• One guideline from the U.S. CDC provides updated 
healthcare infection prevention and control 
recommendations in response to the COVID-19 vaccination 
in healthcare settings 

• Another guideline from the U.S. CDC provides the first set 
of public-health recommendations for fully vaccinated 
people in non-healthcare settings 

• One scientific brief from the U.S. CDC provides the 
background rationale and evidence for public-health 
recommendations for fully vaccinated people 

• One low-quality rapid review found that the potential harms 
and costs of screen testing among vaccinated LTC home 
staff likely outweigh the benefits given the high rates of 
protection of COVID-19 vaccines against symptomatic and 
asymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection 

 
With what second-dose provisions 

• One guideline (from the U.S. CDC) developed using some 
type of evidence synthesis and/or expert opinion stating that 
adults should complete their second vaccination with the 
same vaccine product as the first dose 
 

With what safety monitoring requirements 

• One low-quality rapid review proposed several 
considerations for safety monitoring, including establishing a 
separate waiting area for post-vaccination monitoring, 
training staff, educating patients, administering to patients 
with a known history of adverse reactions, monitoring 
patient flow and clinic layout 

• To speed up the vaccination process, China deployed mobile 
vaccination vehicles offering a one-stop service for registration, 
disinfection and vaccination 
o The vehicle is equipped with vaccination stations, medical 

refrigerators and first-aid equipment, and the refrigerators are 
able to store 1,200 vaccine doses 

• In France, 1,700 vaccination centres are fully operational and 
administering Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines, and the 
government has authorized both medical practices and 
pharmacies to assist in the administration of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca and Janssen vaccines 

• Vaccines are administered in Germany in vaccination centres and 
in care facilities by mobile teams during the centralized 
vaccination phases 
o As of 5 April 2021, vaccine-administration sites in Germany 

have expanded to include 50,000 general practitioner clinics 

• Within less than a month, Israel’s portable immunization sites 
shifted to a focus on primary-care clinics to increase uptake in 
remote areas 

• Israel is also vaccinating populations confined to their homes and 
remote places by either vaccinating at homes or carrying confined 
people to vaccination sites by ambulance 

• In the U.K., Moderna vaccine roll-out has begun in Wales, 
Scotland, and England and will be available at 21 sites 

• In Canada, several provinces are opening vaccination clinics in 
local communities to make vaccines more accessible to residents 
and Indigenous communities 
o Individuals aged 55 to 64 can book appointments to receive the 

Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine at participating pharmacies and 
medical clinics in B.C., Alberta, Ontario, Saskatchewan, and 
Manitoba 

o In B.C., the first phase of COVID-19 vaccine administration, 
which is of the priority populations, is occurring at public-
health clinics  

o Focused Immunization Teams and Pop-up Clinics in Manitoba 
will each administer less than 5% of daily doses in the second 
quarter of 2021 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/fully-vaccinated-people.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/fully-vaccinated-people.html
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/routine-asymptomatic-sars-cov-2-screen-testing-of-ontario-long-term-care-staff-after-covid-19-vaccination/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/routine-asymptomatic-sars-cov-2-screen-testing-of-ontario-long-term-care-staff-after-covid-19-vaccination/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/routine-asymptomatic-sars-cov-2-screen-testing-of-ontario-long-term-care-staff-after-covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_w
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/e12876baae1ac69b802585d1005e8736/$FILE/Q6%20Safe%20management%20of%20post%20vaccination%20recovery%20in%20non-health%20care%20settings.pdf
http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/PubHObservatoryProjDocs.nsf/85c50756737f79ac80256f2700534ea3/e12876baae1ac69b802585d1005e8736/$FILE/Q6%20Safe%20management%20of%20post%20vaccination%20recovery%20in%20non-health%20care%20settings.pdf
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-04/12/c_139875043.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-04/12/c_139875043.htm
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-04-02/China-deploys-mobile-vaccination-bus-to-speed-up-vaccination-process-Z8eW0SgF44/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-04-02/China-deploys-mobile-vaccination-bus-to-speed-up-vaccination-process-Z8eW0SgF44/index.html
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/coronavirus-covid-19
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/point-de-situation-sur-la-vaccination-en-ville-contre-la-covid19
https://www.gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus/vaccins
https://www.gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus/vaccins
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/corona-informationen-impfung/corona-impfung-infoseiten-1834482
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/corona-informationen-impfung/corona-impfung-infoseiten-1834482
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/vaccination-summit-1879550
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-56657038
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-56661560
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-56727510
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/pharmacy
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx#safety
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60976/ontario-expanding-pharmacy-and-primary-care-locations-for-covid-19-vaccinations
https://regina.ctvnews.ca/sask-follows-advice-on-astrazeneca-vaccine-not-immunizing-those-under-55-1.5368245?cache=yes%3FclipId%3D68596%3Fot%3DAjaxLayout%3FcontactForm%3Dtrue
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html#clinics-pharmacies
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02032021.pdf
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o A pilot project at ‘Vaxport’ was opened in Thompson, 
Manitoba to provide immunization for residents of remote 
northern First Nations, and municipal and Indigenous and 
Northern Affairs communities 

 The pilot project at the Vaxport has concluded and it now 
serves as a backup location for the Thompson supersite 

o There are fixed vaccination sites for staff working in personal-
care homes and congregate-living settings in Manitoba 

o Starting 19 February 2021, Alberta Health Services (AHS) 
began vaccinating residents in retirement centres, lodges, 
supportive living, and other congregate-living facilities with 
people aged 75 and older 

o At a press conference on 12 April 2021, Alberta’s prime 
minister announced that the province is administering vaccines 
in more than 1,300 pharmacies and 103 clinics 

o Vaccinations are taking place in Saskatchewan’s long-term care 
homes, communities in the far north, and vaccination sites 
approved by the Saskatchewan Health Authority  

o Quebec has launched a program to engage private companies 
in establishing vaccination centres to complement public-sector 
vaccination efforts and to serve their employees, families and 
local communities 

 The province called for companies to propose establishing 
vaccination sites, but also let companies indicate resources 
they would be willing to contribute towards vaccination 
efforts 

 More than 450 companies responded with their interest in 
participating in this campaign and 13 companies have thus 
far been selected to participate as vaccination centres 

 Enterprise vaccination centres are expected to become 
operational by May 2021 and run until August 2021 

o Ontario plans to have 1,500 pharmacies in the province 
administering vaccinations by the end of April 2021 and is 
working with public-health units, business groups, and large 
employers to set up employer-operated vaccination clinics for 
hotspot communities at greatest risk 

https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=50618&posted=2021-02-05
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51042&posted=2021-03-26
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02172021.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02172021.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/news.aspx
https://vaccinationentreprise.com/
https://vaccinationentreprise.com/
https://www.msss.gouv.qc.ca/ministere/salle-de-presse/communique-2756/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61096/ontario-expands-covid-19-vaccination-locations-to-more-pharmacies
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61124/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-strategy-targets-high-risk-neighbourhoods
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61124/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-strategy-targets-high-risk-neighbourhoods
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 These clinics are meant to be set up, operated, and funded 
by employers and to vaccinate employees as well as 
members of local communities 

 Employers operating these clinics must meet certain 
conditions and have the support of local public-health units 
and hospitals 

 Public-health units and family health teams in Ontario are 
also developing strategies to reach homebound patients for 
vaccination 

o The first community-based clinic in Nova Scotia where 
individuals over the age of 80 not living in long-term care 
facilities will receive their vaccination 

o The first of thirteen vaccination clinics in Mi’kmaq 
communities across Nova Scotia will be starting the week of 
March 1st 

o During the week of 6 April 2021, the first African-community 
vaccination clinic opened at the Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Nova Scotia 

o Vaccinations will be taking place in pharmacies and at regional 
health authorities in Nova Scotia 

 Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines will be available at both 
locations for people 55 years of age and older  

o Vaccinations are being administered in Inuit communities in 
Labrador to anyone 17 years of age and older with priority 
given to healthcare workers and seniors 

o Prince Edward Island is on track to have all individuals living 
and working in community care and long-term care facilities 
fully vaccinated by 16 February 2021 

o Community health nurses in P.E.I. will begin running clinics at 
Lennox Island First Nation at the end of February and 
beginning of March 

o In Yukon, there are 14 mobile clinics scheduled to visit rural 
and remote communities across the Yukon for vaccine 
administration 

 As of 7 April 2021, mobile clinics will continue visiting 
Yukon communities to vaccinate residents aged 18 and 
older 

• Mass-vaccination sites have opened in several Canadian provinces 

https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#localroll
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#localroll
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66334236/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66334236/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66334236/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66357406/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine/Get-Vaccinated.html#0
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine/Get-Vaccinated.html#0
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine/Get-Vaccinated.html#0
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66335022/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66335022/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66332853/
https://yukon.ca/en/news/january-27-2021-covid-19-update
https://yukon.ca/en/news/april-7-2021-covid-19-update
https://yukon.ca/en/news/april-7-2021-covid-19-update
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o Online tools have been developed to help Canadians find 
COVID-19 vaccination sites and determine their eligibility 

o The third phase of B.C.’s COVID-19 roll-out plan is occurring 
at immunization clinics throughout the province, including 
school gymnasiums, arenas, convention halls, pharmacies, 
community halls and mobile clinics  

 As of 10 April 2021, 170 mass-vaccination sites across the 
province are in operation  

o Saskatchewan opened its first drive-thru and walk-in 
immunization site in Regina on 3 April 2021, and several more 
sites opened during the week of 12 April 2021  

 Eligible residents for vaccination at the Regina drive-thru 
vaccination clinic are vaccinated on a first-come first-served 
basis 

o Manitoba vaccination supersites and pharmacies are currently 
in operation in major cities 

o Three more clinics have opened in Nova Scotia to vaccinate 
healthcare workers  

o As of 29 March 2021, six vaccination clinics running six days a 
week have opened in P.E.I. and are administering the Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna vaccines  

o The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine is being administered to 
individuals in Newfoundland and Labrador between the ages of 
55 and 64 years at vaccination clinics 

o In Nunavut, individuals must receive the second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine in the same location as where they received 
the first dose 

• In Ontario, Toronto Public Health launched a ‘proof of concept’ 
immunization clinic to test and adjust non-hospital vaccination 
plans ahead of mass vaccination 

 
With what appointment/scheduling and screening support, changes to physical 
spaces and patient flows through these spaces, and changes to hours of operation 

• France requires an appointment to be made for COVID-19 
vaccination at a select vaccination centre 

• A few Canadian provinces have used telephone services to assist 
with booking vaccination appointments 

https://vaccinehunters.ca/websites
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/plan
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021HLTH0071-000690
https://www.saskhealthauthority.ca/news/service-alerts-emergency-events/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Drive-Thru-Wait-Times.aspx
https://www.saskhealthauthority.ca/news/service-alerts-emergency-events/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Drive-Thru-Wait-Times.aspx
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/13/covid19-update-for-april-13-298767-vaccines-administered-288-new-cases-280-recoveries-two-new-deaths
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/april/13/covid19-update-for-april-13-298767-vaccines-administered-288-new-cases-280-recoveries-two-new-deaths
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/clinics.html#super-sites
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-04092021.pdf
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66334236/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.centralhealth.nl.ca/post/central-health-holding-astrazeneca-covishield-vaccination-clinic-for-residents-55-to-64
https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/news/upcoming-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-1
https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/news/upcoming-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-1
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#ensuring-patient-confidence-in-vaccines
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#ensuring-patient-confidence-in-vaccines
https://www.sante.fr/centres-vaccination-covid.html
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o Eligible Manitobans can call a dedicated phone line to book 
vaccination appointments at pop-up sites and use the phone 
lines or the online booking portal  

 As of 9 April 2021, 67% of appointment bookings in 
Manitoba were made over the phone with others being 
booked through the online appointment portal 

o Extremely vulnerable individuals in Saskatchewan who are now 
eligible to be vaccinated must book their appointments over 
the phone as the online booking system is aged-based and will 
not allow those under the eligible age range to book 

o Starting 4 February 2021, commercial truck drivers and 
rotational workers in P.E.I. will receive phone calls from 
Health PEI to set up appointments to be vaccinated 

• Nova Scotia issued letters by mail to residents with vaccination 
booking information 

• In some Canadian provinces, residents are required to book 
appointments directly through a local vaccination site 
o Ontario residents are required to contact pharmacies directly to 

book vaccination appointments 
o Vaccine appointments at pharmacies in New Brunswick are 

booked directly through a pharmacy and a list of participating 
pharmacies is provided on the Government of New Brunswick 
website 

o As of 13 April 2021, residents in Northwest Territories who are 
interested in being vaccinated are asked to contact their local 
health centre or public-health office 

 A community visit may be organized if there is enough 
demand for vaccination in a particular community 

o Individuals in Nunavut must book an appointment with their 
local health centre in order to be vaccinated 

• Provincial vaccination scheduling systems has been implemented 
in several Canadian provinces 
o In Alberta, a tool has been provided to help eligible individuals 

find a pharmacy that is providing COVID-19 vaccinations in 
the province  

 Alberta Health Services has an online booking tool for 
eligible healthcare workers to book immunization 
appointments 

https://protectmb.ca/making-your-appointment-is-easy/
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-04092021.pdf
https://globalnews.ca/news/7708306/saskatchewans-covid-19-vaccination-plan-overview/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7708306/saskatchewans-covid-19-vaccination-plan-overview/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/rotational-workers#utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=url&utm_campaign=RotationalWorkers
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/rotational-workers#utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=url&utm_campaign=RotationalWorkers
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66334236/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61096/ontario-expands-covid-19-vaccination-locations-to-more-pharmacies
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine/Get-Vaccinated/vaccine-pharmacy.html
https://www.nthssa.ca/en/services/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-updates/covid-vaccine
https://www.nthssa.ca/en/services/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-updates/covid-vaccine
https://www.ab.bluecross.ca/news/covid-19-immunization-program-information.php
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17335.aspx
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o In B.C., the “Get Vaccinated” online registration and vaccine 
booking system was opened for the general public on 6 April 
2021, and vaccination appointments for front-line priority 
workers are organized by employers  

o A scheduling system is being developed in Saskatchewan for 
easy online access to vaccine appointments, and a toll-free 
telephone line will be operational in March 2021 to allow 
residents to book appointments 

o Scheduling a vaccine appointment with a Regional Health 
Authority is booked through the government of New 
Brunswick website 

o An update to the COVID-19 vaccine booking site in Nova 
Scotia includes a postal code look-up to help users find 
available appointment times and which vaccine is available at 
specific clinics in their area 

 Appointment dates in Nova Scotia are only released once 
supply is confirmed 

o To assist with the timely booking of appointments, P.E.I. has 
outlined who is eligible to schedule an appointment each week 
during the month of April  

 
With what post-vaccination observation period and what physical distancing, 
personal protective equipment, sanitation and other public-health measures 

• In China, recipients of the vaccine should stay for 30 minutes, and 
if there is a suspected adverse reaction, immediately report to the 
vaccination institution and seek medical advice 
o Post-vaccination, mask-wearing is recommended along with 

other protective measures such as hand hygiene, ventilation, 
and social distancing need to be maintained 

• In Germany, an individual who suffers damage from the COVID-
19 vaccine will receive care in accordance with the Federal Supply 
Act 

• In Israel, individuals are monitored for at least 15 minutes after 
vaccination or 30 minutes for individuals with history of 
anaphylaxis, and adverse-event reporting was conducted 
electronically   

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021HLTH0071-000690
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021HLTH0071-000690
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/plan
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-delivery-phases
https://vnb.ableassess.com/vnb/register
https://vnb.ableassess.com/vnb/register
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66357406/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66357406/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.zusammengegencorona.de/impfen/wirksamkeit-und-sicherheit/#faqitem=be588771-cc4e-50bc-845b-15011f6e82ba
https://www.zusammengegencorona.de/impfen/wirksamkeit-und-sicherheit/#faqitem=be588771-cc4e-50bc-845b-15011f6e82ba
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
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• Vaccinated individuals in France are still required to respect and 
follow public-health measures (e.g., face mask and physical 
distancing)  

• Alberta’s immunization record provides post-vaccination care 
instructions, including a list of potential side effects, contact 
information for Health Link, and a reference to the COVID-19 
Self-Assessment for Albertans if unusual side effects persist 

• Electronic and paper copies of COVID-19 immunization records 
are made available for vaccinated individuals in Saskatchewan  

• The Quebec Immunization Committee is recommending that 
people in Quebec who have had severe reactions to other 
injections (that do not have common components with the 
COVID-19 vaccine) do not need specific pre-assessment, but 
should be monitored for 30 minutes following vaccination  
o The normal observation period following vaccination is 15 

minutes 

• Yukoners are asked to wait a minimum of 15 minutes at the 
vaccine clinic after receiving their immunization 
o For individuals with a history or concern about vaccine allergy, 

a waiting period of 30 minutes is recommended 
o Individuals are asked to inform a health provider if they feel 

unwell during the waiting period 

• In Nunavut, individuals are asked to wait 15-30 minutes after 
being vaccinated to monitor side effects or adverse reactions 

 
By whom and with what changes to remuneration 

• Resources provided for health professionals involved in vaccine 
roll-outs in the countries assessed range from accredited training 
modules (Australia) to 24/7 call centres to provide guidance and 
vaccine shipment information (Israel) 

• In France, the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is only to be 
administered by nurses and physicians 

• The Government of France is training 25,000 firefighters for 
vaccine administration at “mega-vaccination centres” that will be 
launched soon 

• Germany is deploying an additional 2,500 military personnel to 
vaccination centres in order to assist with the vaccine roll-out 

https://www.gouvernement.fr/de-sa-fabrication-a-son-injection-le-parcours-du-vaccin-contre-la-covid-19
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/frm-21763.pdf
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/publications/3093_utilisation_vaccin_covid_19.pdf
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/moderna_vaccine_after_care_jan_2021.pdf
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/moderna_vaccine_after_care_jan_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/getting_a_covid-19_vaccine_what_to_expect_-_eng.pdf
https://www.gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/getting_a_covid-19_vaccine_what_to_expect_-_eng.pdf
https://www.gouvernement.fr/ouverture-de-38-vaccinodromes-geres-par-les-sapeurs-pompiers
https://analysis.covid19healthsystem.org/index.php/2021/03/24/who-is-tasked-with-administering-covid-19-vaccines-in-europe/
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• Israel’s Ministry of Health recruited community-based nurses, 
physicians, paramedics and EMTs and at least 7,000 reserve 
medics to administer vaccines at vaccination centres  
o To increase the efficiency of the vaccination campaign, Israel 

has increased the hours of nurses and reduced their non-
COVID-19 duties  

• Vaccinators in New Zealand will be sourced from non-practising 
nurses, doctors or pharmacists, final-year medical, nursing or 
pharmacy students, and other health professionals who have 
vaccinations within their scope 
o The COVID-19 Response Minister of New Zealand said on 24 

March 2021 that around 1,300 of the 2,000-3,000 additional 
full-time vaccinators needed to administer vaccines had been 
trained 

o At a press conference on 7 April 2021, Dr Ashley Bloomfield, 
Director-General of Health, mentioned that an exemption was 
approved for non-regulated workforces to be able to be trained 
to be vaccinators in order to increase the vaccination workforce 
in Mãori and other similar communities 

• Local vaccination service sites in the U.K. are being run by a 
mixture of primary-care networks and community pharmacies 

• Initiatives have been taken in a few Canadian provinces to recruit 
healthcare workers to administer vaccines 
o Healthcare practitioners in B.C. can sign up as immunizers and 

join a registry maintained by the Ministry of Health to support 
the COVID-19 emergency response 

o The province of Manitoba is actively recruiting healthcare and 
non-healthcare staff to work in immunization clinics, and a 
distributed model of doctors’ offices and pharmacists is 
expected to administer 25% of daily doses in the second 
quarter of 2021  

o Manitoba, Quebec, and New Brunswick have developed online 
training to expand the scope of practice for some healthcare 
professionals 

o In Ontario, expanded healthcare professionals are able to 
register and apply to participate in vaccination efforts via 
Ontario’s Matching Portal 

https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-24-march-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-24-march-2021/
https://covid19.govt.nz/updates-and-resources/latest-updates/covid-19-media-conference-7-april-2021/
https://forms.hlth.gov.bc.ca/registry-covid-19
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/jobs.html
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/jobs.html
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-02032021.pdf
https://healthcloudtrialmaster-15a4d-17117fe91a8.force.com/matchingportal/s/?language=en_US
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o The Saskatchewan government intends for vaccines to be 
administered by physicians, nurse practitioners, and 
pharmacists in Phase 2 of its roll-out 

o Nova Scotia has called on retired health professionals to assist 
with administration 

• As of 6 April 2021, there are 3,312 full-time equivalent staff 
working in vaccination centres in Manitoba 
o Focused immunization teams have administered second doses 

to all personal-care home residents in Manitoba 

• Primary care providers in six public-health units in Ontario have 
begun contacting eligible patients to book vaccination 
appointments, and mobile teams and pop-up clinics are being 
deployed to vaccinate individuals in hotspot communities, 
beginning in Peel and Toronto 
o The mobile teams and pop-up clinics will (for now) not be 

using the provincial booking system 
o In Ontario, a “COVID-19 vaccine clinic operations planning 

checklist” was published to assist in local vaccination planning 

• To ensure a more timely approach to vaccinate a greater number 
of individuals in Phases 2 and 3, healthcare workers in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, including physicians and 
pharmacists, will assist with administering vaccines 

 
With what broader, complementary health interventions  

• On 8 March 2021, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China 
officially launched the international travel health certificate 
showing one's nucleic acid test and serum antibody results, 
vaccine inoculation and other information, which is available for 
Chinese citizens via a WeChat mini program 

• On 21 March 2021, the China’s CDC recommended that people, 
vaccinated or not, still need to wear masks in indoor or closed 
sites where people gather, maintain personal hygiene, and comply 
with local COVID-19 prevention and control measures, until 
population-level immunity is achieved through vaccination in 
China   
o In Macao, a vaccination certificate and record card will be 

issued after completing two doses of vaccinations  

https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-04092021.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-03032021.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covidvaccine/vaccine-briefing-03032021.pdf
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/#localroll
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61124/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-strategy-targets-high-risk-neighbourhoods
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61124/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-strategy-targets-high-risk-neighbourhoods
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_clinic_checklist.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_clinic_checklist.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/files/NL-COVID19-Immunization-Plan-1.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/vaccine/files/NL-COVID19-Immunization-Plan-1.pdf
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-03-09/Chinese-international-travel-health-certificate-officially-rolled-out-YunXi4Z42s/index.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/22/c_139825726.htm
http://m.xinhuanet.com/2021-03/22/c_1127242308.htm
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• China has eased visa application procedures for people inoculated 
with Chinese COVID-19 vaccines and will launch health 
certificates for international travellers that will declare a person's 
vaccination status or recent test results 

• As of 7 March 2021, fully vaccinated Israeli residents do not have 
to quarantine after entering the country, while unvaccinated 
individuals are required to isolate in designated hotels or in an 
alternate location using an electronic bracelet 

• Israel’s Ministry of Health unveiled a “Green Pass” system that 
allows fully vaccinated (one week after last dose) or those 
recovered from COVID-19 to enter specific businesses with a 
“green pass/certificate” and photo ID  
o Israeli residents with a “green pass/certificate” can attend 

cultural and sports events, gyms, exhibitions, hotels, tourist 
areas, and worship houses (with restrictions) 

o Failure to comply will result in a fine 
o Israeli residents with a “green pass” certificate can also 

volunteer in hospital wards 

• On 8 March 2021, the U.S. CDC released interim public-health 
recommendations for people in the U.S. who have been fully 
vaccinated for COVID-19: 
o Fully vaccinated people may visit other fully vaccinated people 

as well as unvaccinated people at low-risk for severe COVID-
19 from a single household without wearing masks or physical 
distancing 

o Fully vaccinated people do not have to quarantine or be tested 
after known exposure if they are asymptomatic  

o Otherwise, fully vaccinated people should continue to follow 
existing prevention measures, including wearing a mask and 
physical distancing 

• The CDC updated its guidelines for fully vaccinated people on 2 
April 2021 
o Fully vaccinated people can resume travel domestically and do 

not need to get tested or quarantine before or after travel 
o Fully vaccinated people who are travelling internationally do 

not need to get tested prior to leaving the U.S. (unless required 
by the destination) and do not need to quarantine after arriving 
back in the U.S. 

https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-03-15/China-streamlines-visas-for-domestic-COVID-19-vaccine-recipients-in-HK-YE0wg6UYYE/index.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/kjgzbdfyyq/t1859138.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/kjgzbdfyyq/t1859138.shtml
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.timesofisrael.com/green-pass-site-crashes-even-as-netanyahu-urges-israel-to-adopt-reopening-plan/
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html#anchor_1615134468166
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• Vaccinated individuals are still required to follow all public-health 
measures in Canadian provinces and territories 

• The Public Health Ethics Committee in Quebec has published a 
bulletin on the topic of immunity passports 
o The committee’s analysis concludes that immunity passports 

are justifiable and can play a complementary and temporary 
role in deconfinement efforts 

o The committee estimates that the benefits from immunity 
passports slightly outweigh the disadvantages 

o The committee will not issue any formal recommendation until 
August 2021 

• As of 10 March 2021, the Government of Northwest Territories 
is exploring the possible implementation of vaccine passports to 
allow residents to travel easily 

• Public-health measures in Yukon, such as practising the Safe 6 
Plus 1, getting tested if necessary, and following self-isolation 
requirements will be kept in place for all Yukoners, regardless of 
whether they have been vaccinated 
o The Safe 6 Plus 1 includes physically distancing six feet, 

practising hand hygiene, staying at home when feeling sick, 
avoiding crowds, following guidelines when travelling to 
communities, self-isolating when necessary and staying 
connected with the outside world 

 
With what second dose provisions 

• In both New Zealand and France, the second dose of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine will be administered after 21 days 

• In response to the vaccine-supply shortage in Canada, provinces 
have chosen to either set aside second doses for eligible residents 
in order to maintain the recommended vaccination interval (New 
Brunswick, Ontario), or administer first doses to as many 
residents as possible while extending the second-dose vaccination 
interval (Quebec, Alberta, Saskatchewan) 

• The Quebec Immunization Committee is recommending using 
the same vaccine for patients’ first and second doses 
o If the same vaccine is not available (or known) a similar type of 

vaccine (e.g., mRNA or viral vector) should be given 

https://www.inspq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/publications/3123-passeports-immunitaires.pdf
https://cklbradio.com/2021/03/10/yellowknife-adults-eligible-for-covid-19-vaccine/
https://yukon.ca/en/this-is-our-shot#public-health-measures-still-in-effect
https://yukon.ca/en/practisesafe6/home
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/publications/3093_utilisation_vaccin_covid_19.pdf
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o Regardless of what type of second dose is given, it will be 
considered valid, and a third dose is not indicated 

• The Quebec Immunization Committee has recommended that 
people with prior confirmed COVID-19 infection may only need 
one vaccine dose to develop sufficient immunity, but noted that 
immunocompromised people who have had a confirmed 
COVID-19 infection and all those whose COVID-19 infection 
occurred very close (temporally) with a first vaccine dose should 
receive two doses as a precaution 

 
With what second-dose reminders 

• The vaccination campaign in the U.K. to reach as many people as 
possible was boosted by a shift in policy in early January which 
prioritized the first dose of a vaccine, with a second dose up to 12 
weeks later 

• Saskatchewan’s immunization system, Panorama, will be updated 
to set reminders for second-dose follow-ups 

• Individuals in Alberta will receive a reminder from AHS or 
participating pharmacies to book a second-dose appointment at a 
later date 

• Yukoners are asked to bring their COVID-19 vaccine record 
cards, received during their first dose immunization, to their 
second immunization 

 
With what safety monitoring requirements 

• Israel conducts adverse-event reporting electronically 
 
With what injury-compensation program and liability immunity  

• As of 13 April 2020, Australia has not yet implemented a no-fault 
COVID-19 vaccine injury compensation program   

• People's Insurance Company of China (PICC) Life Insurance 
took the lead in launching medical accident insurance for 
COVID-19 and other vaccines, which covers compensation for 
abnormal reactions 

Surveillance, 
monitoring and 

Documenting vaccine-related opinions  

• A medium-quality rapid review identified and summarized 
135 studies on COVID-19 vaccination knowledge, attitudes, 

Documenting vaccine status 

• A mobile application “Health Kit” was developed in China for 
checking individuals’ vaccination status 

https://www.inspq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/publications/3093_utilisation_vaccin_covid_19.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-55274833
file:///C:/Users/tejia/Downloads/Saskatchewan%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Delivery%20Plan%20(3).pdf
file:///C:/Users/tejia/Downloads/Saskatchewan%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Delivery%20Plan%20(3).pdf
https://yukon.ca/en/appointments#find-your-community
https://yukon.ca/en/appointments#find-your-community
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/lessons-learned-from-israels-vaccine-rollout/
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/what-happens-after-i-am-vaccinated-for-covid-19
http://www.xinhuanet.com/money/2021-03/09/c_1211058119.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/money/2021-03/09/c_1211058119.htm
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-evidence-reviews/267
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2021-02/06/content_5585468.htm
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evaluation, and 
reporting 

and behaviours of the Canadian and global population and 
found that intention to vaccinate varies between 54-75% in 
the Canadian context, and between 79-87% in the global 
context 

 
Documenting vaccine status 

• One WHO guideline focuses on the Vaccine Introduction 
Readiness Assessment Tool, which includes a framework and 
a set of recommended indicators for countries to self-
monitor their readiness progress for COVID-19 vaccines 
 

Documenting adverse events and follow-up 

• A guideline states that the U.K. will identify ‘safety signals’ 
related to adverse events from COVID-19 vaccination, and 
has established a surveillance mechanism for vaccination in 
pregnancy 

• A guideline from the allergy centres in Germany states that 
reports of severe allergic reactions regarding COVID-19 
vaccination can be made using an online questionnaire 

• One single study stated that two COVID-19 vaccines that 
received emergency use authorization (EUA) in the United 
States are undergoing safety monitoring during the initial 
implementation phases of the COVID-19 national 
vaccination program, using the vaccine adverse-event 
reporting system (VAERS) and v-safe 

• A medium-quality systematic review reported safety data 
from 11 clinical trials of COVID-19 vaccines and reported 
mild to moderate adverse events (e.g., pain and swelling at 
site of injection, fever, fatigue, myalgia, headache), with 
recommendations to monitor long term in some populations, 
especially marginalized and at-risk populations (e.g., elderly, 
people with comorbidities, pregnant people) 

• A low-quality guideline from the Canadian Society of Allergy 
and Clinical Immunology (CSACI) recommends that 
allergists and immunologists assess individuals who have a 
suspected allergy to the components of a COVID-19 vaccine 
prior to vaccination, but does not require assessments of 

• Vaccination coverage across Canada is monitored by the 
Government of Canada and reported on its website every Friday 
at 12 noon Eastern Standard Time 

• Most provinces in Canada continue to update information on the 
number of vaccine doses administered on government websites 
and platforms 
o British Colombia’s Centre for Disease Control has created a 

public dashboard displaying vaccination dosage rates in the 
province 

o The Quebec Vaccination Registry is an electronic database that 
keeps track of all persons receiving vaccines in Quebec and all 
vaccines received by Quebec residents who may be out of the 
province 

o Ontario has begun voluntarily collecting socio-demographic 
data from those being vaccinated 
 These data include race, household income, and linguistic 

profile 
o Vaccinated individuals in New Brunswick receive a record of 

immunization 

 
Documenting adverse events and follow-up 

• In Australia, the reporting of adverse effects after COVID-19 
vaccine administration can be directed to the TGA, healthcare 
providers, state health departments, and the NPS MedicineWise 
Adverse Medicine Events (AME) Line  

• On 2 April 2021, China's NHC and CDC developed guidelines on 
adverse events following immunization (AEFI) monitoring and 
management, and  vaccination registration and reporting 

• The Public Health Agency of Canada will monitor adverse 
reactions through several pre-existing mechanisms  
o Canada Vigilance Program  
o Canadian Adverse Events Following Immunization 

Surveillance System 
o Immunization Monitoring Program ACTive (IMPACT) 

network 
o Canadian Immunization Research Network 
o Canadian Vaccine Safety Network 
o Special Immunization Clinics Network 

https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-evidence-reviews/267
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccine-introduction-RA-Tool-2020.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccine-introduction-RA-Tool-2020.1
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951189/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951189/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7841415/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e3.htm?s_cid=mm7008e3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e3.htm?s_cid=mm7008e3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e3.htm?s_cid=mm7008e3_w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12291-021-00968-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12291-021-00968-z
https://aacijournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13223-021-00529-2
https://aacijournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13223-021-00529-2
https://aacijournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13223-021-00529-2
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a6f23959a8b14bfa989e3cda29297ded
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/your-health-information/quebec-vaccination-registry/mandatory-registration-of-persons-vaccinated/
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/SD_Data_Consent_Form.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/SD_Data_Consent_Form.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/Promo/covid-19/record-vaccine.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/Promo/covid-19/record-vaccine.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/what-happens-after-i-am-vaccinated-for-covid-19
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/jkj/s5899tg/202104/1619f941de034452a4b9bcaf307afd79/files/cd3f50a3135e461597e10c6bccfe3b9b.pdf
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/jkj/s5899tg/202104/1619f941de034452a4b9bcaf307afd79/files/cd3f50a3135e461597e10c6bccfe3b9b.pdf
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individuals with other types of allergies (e.g., food, drugs, 
insects, environmental allergens) 

• With respect to immunity and virus transmission from 
vaccinated individuals, a low-quality rapid review reported 
that the risk of COVID-19 infection in a residence decreases 
by 30% after having a household member vaccinated, with 
peak antibody titres occurring three to four weeks after 
vaccination 
 

Identifying sources of vaccine hesitancy 

• A low-quality rapid review (not yet publicly available) 
identified a series of associated factors that can influence the 
willingness to receive a COVID-19 vaccine 

• Two protocols for reviews that are underway aim to explore 
the hesitancy rate for COVID-19 vaccination and factors 
associated with COVID-19 vaccine uptake; and one protocol 
focuses on the barriers to vaccine acceptance in racial and 
ethnic minorities 

• A single study found that previous vaccine history could be 
an indicator to best predict COVID-19 vaccine acceptance 

• One WHO interim guidance document contains a set of 
tools (surveys, interview guides and related tools) to support 
the gathering and use of quality data on the drivers and 
barriers to COVID-19 vaccine uptake 

• One WHO interim guidance document provides four tools 
to understand intentions for receiving COVID-19 vaccines 
among prioritized populations, including three steps (plan, 
investigate, and act)  

• The same medium-quality rapid review identified that 
common factors positively associated with vaccination 
intention in Canada and globally include male gender, older 
age, higher education, adequate knowledge or health literacy, 
trust in experts and the government, and higher socio-
economic status; factors associated with vaccine hesitancy or 
refusal include religious beliefs, vaccine safety and efficacy, 
and belief that the COVID-19 vaccine is unnecessary 

 

• Alberta's Immunization Regulation requires health practitioners to 
report immunizations electronically to Alberta Health within a 
week 

• Health professionals in Ontario and Quebec are required to 
report adverse events to local public-health units who will 
investigate and provide support 

• Quebec has released guidance regarding the surveillance, 
management and reporting of vaccine-induced prothrombotic 
immune thrombocytopenia in vaccinated patients 

• Public Health Ontario has published a list of adverse events of 
special interest for COVID-19 vaccination surveillance 

• In Yukon, all serious side effects, such as hives, swelling or 
difficulty breathing, are asked to be reported to the Whitehorse 
Health Centre or to a local community health centre 

 
Identifying and measuring performance indicators 

• Through its surveillance efforts, Israel has seen a 41% drop in 
confirmed COVID-19 and 31% drop in hospitalizations from 
mid-January to early February in individuals aged 60 years and 
older 

• As of 17 January 2021, Israel’s Ministry of Health and Pfizer 
signed an agreement to share anonymized medical-record data 
between hospitals or health plans and research entities in order to 
measure vaccine roll-out and immunity 

• Insights gleaned by the  Economic, Social and Environmental 
Council in France found that the possibility of adverse side effects 
caused by the COVID-19 vaccine is the primary reason for 
hesitancy/rejection among participants 

 
Infrastructure to enable surveillance, monitoring and evaluation 

• Several countries are utilizing national immunization registers and 
electronic health records to enable surveillance, monitoring and 
evaluation of COVID-19 vaccinations (Australia, China, Israel, 
U.K., U.S. 

• Information from the Australian Immunisation Register is 
routinely uploaded to the Enterprise Data Warehouse (EDW) 

https://aacijournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13223-021-00529-2
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/sars-cov-2-transmission-newly-infected-individuals-previous-infection
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/sars-cov-2-transmission-newly-infected-individuals-previous-infection
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/sars-cov-2-transmission-newly-infected-individuals-previous-infection
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=231165
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=231350
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=231350
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=232542
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=232542
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/8/4/582/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/8/4/582/htm
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand-planning-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand-planning-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand-planning-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccination-demand-planning-2021.1
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-evidence-reviews/267
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-evidence-reviews/267
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2018_182#summary
https://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/directives-covid/dgaumip-030_pj_a1-guide-thrombocytopenie-tipiv-vaccin-covid-19.pdf
https://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/directives-covid/dgaumip-030_pj_a1-guide-thrombocytopenie-tipiv-vaccin-covid-19.pdf
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/hss/moderna_vaccine_after_care_jan_2021.pdf
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/israel/countrypage.aspx
https://participez.lecese.fr/pages/questionnaires-sur-les-motivations-et-hesitations-retrouvez-les-resultats
https://participez.lecese.fr/pages/questionnaires-sur-les-motivations-et-hesitations-retrouvez-les-resultats
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Infrastructure to enable surveillance, monitoring and evaluation 

• A guideline from the European CDC recommends using 
electronic immunization registries to help monitor vaccine 
safety, efficacy, coverage and acceptance 

• One guideline from the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control provides an updated metrics for 
COVID-19 vaccine roll-out within EU/EEA countries as of 
21 February 2021 

• One guideline from the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control states that EU/EEA countries 
described their deployment plans and cross-government 
arrangements, such as establishing a task force and electronic 
systems to support logistics management and vaccine 

registries, and they had the opportunity to compare their 
vaccination roll-out with an ideal vaccine deployment (‘stress 
test’) in order to identify gaps and the robustness of their 
current efforts 

• A guideline states that the U.K. will link the Second 
Generation Surveillance System and the National 
Immunisation Management System to monitor vaccine 
effectiveness 

• The same single study stated that the U.S. is implementing 
two safety monitoring systems for COVID-19 vaccination: 
VAERS is a passive surveillance system for adverse events 
that accepts input from healthcare providers, vaccine 
manufacturers and the public; and v-safe is an active 
surveillance system that was established by CDC and allows 
participants to voluntarily self-enroll and receive smartphone 
text messages providing hyperlinks to web surveys about 
local injection site and systemic reactions 

• A medium-quality scoping review (pre-print) identified eight 
COVID-19 vaccine certificate technologies that are currently 
in beta-testing trials, and highlighted that technology leaders 
(e.g., IBM, World Economic Forum, International Air 
Transport Association) are calling for standardization 

o De-identified data from the EDW will be transferred to the 
Vaccine Data Solution software that helps to monitor the 
coverage and logistics of the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out 

• The Government of Australia released a series of informative 
resources to aid residential aged care providers with the vaccine 
roll-out (e.g., monitoring and reporting) 

• A public form is available for health professionals and the general 
public in Australia to make enquiries related to  COVID-19 
vaccines 

• New or additional surveillance systems or indicators have been 
developed in some countries specific for COVID-19 to monitor 
vaccine roll-out program implementation  
o Australia developed a monitoring program for COVID-19 

through a partnership with Accenture 
o In Germany, the Robert Koch Institute and Paul Ehrlich 

Institute will lead the surveillance and evaluation efforts for 
COVID-19 including app-based cohort studies and long-term 
hospital-based case-control studies 

o New Zealand is in the process of replacing their National 
Immunisation Register with the National Immunisation 
Solution to better support COVID-19 roll-out by allowing 
health workers to record vaccinations more efficiently 

o The CDC in the U.S. expanded safety monitoring systems that 
utilize a smartphone-based, post-vaccine health checker called 
V-safe which uses text messaging and web surveys from CDC 
to check in with vaccine recipients as well as provide second 
dose reminders if needed  

o Post-marketing surveillance of COVID-19 vaccine 
administration in Canada will be undertaken by the Public 
Health Agency and Health Canada through a number of 
surveillance programs 

• In addition to recording, storing and managing COVID-19 
vaccination records, Saskatchewan and the Yukon both use an 
immunization administration system (Panorama), which also 
provides reminders for second-dose follow-ups 
o COVID-19 vaccination records are stored electronically on 

MySaskHealthRecord 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Overview-of-EU_EEA-UK-vaccination-deployment-plans.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Overview-of-EU_EEA-UK-vaccination-deployment-plans.pdf
https://covid19-vaccine-report.ecdc.europa.eu/
https://covid19-vaccine-report.ecdc.europa.eu/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-stress-test-logistical-aspects-vaccination-deployment-plans
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-stress-test-logistical-aspects-vaccination-deployment-plans
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-stress-test-logistical-aspects-vaccination-deployment-plans
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951189/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951189/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951189/COVID-19_vaccine_surveillance_strategy.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e3.htm?s_cid=mm7008e3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e3.htm?s_cid=mm7008e3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e3.htm?s_cid=mm7008e3_w
https://assets.researchsquare.com/files/rs-334258/v2/550a2986-b913-4a0d-ae2c-32801e1462f8.pdf
https://assets.researchsquare.com/files/rs-334258/v2/550a2986-b913-4a0d-ae2c-32801e1462f8.pdf
https://assets.researchsquare.com/files/rs-334258/v2/550a2986-b913-4a0d-ae2c-32801e1462f8.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-aged-care-readiness-toolkit
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/03/covid-19-vaccination-aged-care-implementation-plan-covid-19-vaccination-aged-care-implementation-plan.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-enquiries
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/contracts-signed-for-rollout-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-our-vaccine-roll-out-plan
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-our-vaccine-roll-out-plan
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.ehealthsask.ca/MySaskHealthRecord/MySaskHealthRecord/Pages/default.aspx
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• Alberta Health Services provides a COVID-19 Client 
Immunization Record for individuals who have been administered 
a COVID-19 vaccine in Alberta 

• Manitobans who have been vaccinated can access their individual 
immunization record online with their health card number and 
email address, and family doctors also have access to 
immunization records 

• The Ministry of Health and Social Service in Quebec established a 
directive to introduce quality-assessment audits of vaccine 
management and handling at administration sites 
o These audits are to occur at least every three months 

• Yukoners can download the CanImmunize app to keep track of 
their COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines 

 
 
 
  

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/frm-21763.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/frm-21763.pdf
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/immunization-record.html
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/immunization-record.html
https://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/directives-covid/dgsp-019.pdf
https://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/directives-covid/dgsp-019.pdf
https://yukon.ca/en/appointments#find-your-community
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Table 3:  Overview of type and number of documents related to one or more COVID-19 vaccine roll-out elements* 
 

Type of document Total 
(n=324)** 

Securing and 
distributing a 
reliable supply 
of vaccines and 

ancillary 
supplies (n=10) 

Allocating 
vaccines and 

ancillary supplies 
equitably (n=21) 

 

Communicating 
vaccine-allocation 

plans and the 
safety and 

effectiveness of 
vaccines (n=46) 

Administering 
vaccines in ways 

that optimize 
timely uptake 

(n=27) 

Surveillance, 
monitoring 

and 
evaluation, 

and reporting 
(n=18) 

Guidelines developed using a 
robust process (e.g., GRADE) 

121 13 36 19 29 24 

Full systematic reviews 15 0 1 5 5 4 

Rapid reviews 34 1 13 7 10 3 

Guidelines developed using 
some type of evidence synthesis 
and/or expert opinion 

57 3 20 3 20 11 

Protocols for reviews that are 
underway 

26 0 2 3 0 21 

Titles/questions for reviews that 
are being planned 

- - - - - - 

Single studies that provide 
additional insight 

128 8 18 29 9 64 

*The table includes all newly identified evidence documents and all highly relevant evidence documents identified in previous versions of this LEP that continue to be 
deemed highly relevant. 
**Some documents were tagged in more than one category so the column total does not match the total number of documents. 

 



 

83 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bhuiya A, Bain T, Wang Q, Al-Khateeb S, DeMaio P, Ahmad A, Drakos A, Rintjema J, Sharma K, Matthews M, Gauvin FP, 
Lavis JN, Wilson MG. COVID-19 living evidence profile #1 (version 1.7): What is known about anticipated COVID-19 
vaccine roll-out elements? Hamilton: McMaster Health Forum, 28 May 2021. 
 

The COVID-19 Evidence Network to support Decision-making (COVID-END) is supported by an investment from the 
Government of Canada through the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). To help Canadian decision-makers as 
they respond to unprecedented challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic, COVID-END in Canada is preparing rapid 
evidence responses like this one. The opinions, results, and conclusions are those of the evidence-synthesis team that 
prepared the rapid response, and are independent of the Government of Canada and CIHR. No endorsement by the 
Government of Canada or CIHR is intended or should be inferred.  

 

 




