
Improve my RIS file project



Scope
•Proof of concept of sharing meta-data from existing 

repositories
• “Meta-data” is the added value of ”appraised” 

evidence products
• The focus is

• not on RIS, (i.e. can be RIS, CSV, Jason (HL7 FHIR))
• But on building a shared knowledge base.



What does this address and what does it not 
address?
• It is a proof of concept for and approach to:
• Obtaining meta-data for records from existing repositories

• It does not address:
• Comprehensive searching (retrieving all references from all 

databases)
• Federated searching (searching multiple databases at the same 

time)
• De-duplication, or finding references unique to each repository

• It is a starting, not final point



Worked example
• Performing/updating a review on the value of quarantine 

• Search string:
• quarantine isolation lockdown “lock down” cordon 

“community containment” “containment area”
• Background:
• ORing the terms on PubMed: 2,034,420 results
• ANDing COVID19: 3,736 results
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End-result: merged RIS

PMID C-D E-D P-D C-PICO E-used in SR P-quality grade

1 RCT RCT RCT

2 Obs Non-RCT Obs

3 Modeling Non-RCT Obs

4 …

5 ….

Still to agree on:
- Which field to export
- How to code them

- RIS vs CSV
- FIHR Json

RIS/CSV/Jason availability is the base 
for building a RIS/CSV/json “manager” 
to automate querying, merging, de-
duplication, etc
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Another use case
• Identifying the most current and comprehensive living 

review on social distancing

• If repositories of living review on social distancing were allowing 
extraction of meta-data (eg # of trials included, search end date) 
ina RIS-like format (e.g. COKA FHIR)
• If one had a tool to combine/compare the RIS

• The task would be solved



Why Improve my RIS is important?
• Because the problem in achieving most of our goals is not 

technical (how to handle the data), but political (willingness 
to share data).

• Choosing a simple solution offers a cheap way of proofing 
the concept that data can be AND ARE shared

• Improve my RIS would provide pilot data for fundraising



I can add the Epistemonikos/L·OVE part.

Is it OK if I upload to google docs and edit there?
I would paste screenshots following the following script

1 - Paste in Epipstemonikos 'improve my RIS' a list of PMID from your example (this is the preliminary URL 
[limited to 100 IDs by now]: https://www.epistemonikos.org/documents/check_documents)
2 - Return the % of articles from that list that are in our database
3- Export a RIS with the following metadata in M3 field (the same you are using): Primary study/ RCT or non- RCT 
/ reports data or does not report data.

Then,
Starting from the question of the example review in 
L·OVE: https://app.iloveevidence.com/loves/5e6fdb9669c00e4ac072701d?question_domain=5b1dcd8ae611de7
ae84e8f14&population=5e7fce7e3d05156b5f5e032a&intervention=5e93a6fc3552583c288cc9c7
1- Export a RIS
2- (I would not explain again how to go get from RIS to list of PMIDs)
3- Paste list of IDs in Cochrane Register
-- End of demo --

Any suggestion is more than welcome
Gabriel

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epistemonikos.org%2Fdocuments%2Fcheck_documents&data=02%7C01%7CCMavergames%40cochrane.org%7Cc6b0f23a225743c6d71d08d822c5aa11%7Cb6c2e21e4db74533916398c1451c1caa%7C0%7C0%7C637297579642153455&sdata=iuXYKaBxzuN5DClCnDDOhEWNe76X2qE1oKTqKBTauNY%3D&reserved=0
https://app.iloveevidence.com/loves/5e6fdb9669c00e4ac072701d?question_domain=5b1dcd8ae611de7ae84e8f14&population=5e7fce7e3d05156b5f5e032a&intervention=5e93a6fc3552583c288cc9c7

