
                        
 
 Synthesizing Working Group 
 Terms of reference 
 
This working group supports efforts to synthesize the evidence that already exists in ways that are more 
coordinated and efficient and that balance quality and timeliness 
 
Terms of reference 
1) Contribute to the development and maintenance of the resources and tools for researchers considering 
and conducting COVID-19 evidence syntheses and encouraging its use by researchers and evidence users 
to avoid unnecessary duplication 
2) Encourage updating or extending existing reviews in conjunction with other interested groups within 
and beyond COVID-END 
3) Share evidence tables that can be used in local guideline-development processes (or local evidence-
contextualization processes more generally) 
4) Identify and promote guidance and expectations for conducting and reporting all the different forms 
of evidence synthesis that may be used to inform decisions and address issues related to COVID-19 
5) Promote and share the quality assurance, publishing, translation and other benefits that come from 
working with major international evidence producers and publishers and considering how these should 
be applied in the context of COVID-19 
6) Draft guidance for and promote living reviews (and living guidelines) where appropriate as an 
emerging standard for evidence synthesis in the context of COVID-19, ensuring that these encompass 
different content areas, intervention and review types 
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