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Three goals

• Enable coordinated “basic” searching of multiple sources for:
• Primary (peer-review published) evidence (RCTs, SR, other evidence products)
• Other (not PPP) evidence products (e.g. rapid reviews, recommendations, guidance, 

policies)
• Goal: avoid need for searching multiple sources, deduplication, comprehensiveness

• Enable sharing ”metadata” (any preprocessed additional information)
• Purpose
• Certainty of the evidence
• Target population, target users, etc
• Used by …
• ….

• Expanding the searching capacity using meta-data



Barriers - solutions

• Technical

• Economical
• Funds needed to implement solution
• Considering the impact of the “new” on the business model of existing enterprises (it 

costs money to run the services that we want to pull together, and if we build on 
them, we shall ensure they remains sustainable)

• Conceptual
• Some redundancy is positive (concept of duplicate screening/data extraction)
• Partnership shall be and be perceived as win-win
• Ideally, the solution should be the closest possible to open source

• Opportunity
• COVID19 may provide an opportunity for sharing and funding the common plan



Enhance my RIS file

• A simple, feasible and effective proposal to immediately share meta-
data



All of Medline searched:
- Sensitive filter for primary research
- Content term

- Appraised same day and classified as:

- 1) PLUS/MORE quality grade
- 2) In progress
- 3) our categories, failing appraisal
- 4) Other categories

- >4000 references processed to date
- Daily updated







COVID-19 Knowledge Accelerator (COKA)
• Help all knowledge workers be more efficient by making the data 

interoperable – standards for electronic data exchange

• The standards are open access and built into FHIR® (owned by HL7®)

• The COVID-related content is CC BY-NC-SA license

• The software is up to each party to develop but sharing content and 
standards makes it easier

• FHIR standards (and existing content for COVID-19) created so far for
• Citations (unique identifiers and de-duplication across MEDLINE, CORD-19, …)
• EvidenceVariables (PICO descriptions)
• Evidence (statistics and certainty, including meta-analysis results)
• EvidenceReports (study summaries, Summary of Findings for body of evidence)

• https://www.gps.health/covid19_knowledge_accelerator.html

https://www.gps.health/covid19_knowledge_accelerator.html

