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Motivation
• Explosion in COVID-19 Knowledge that also 

has led to an explosion in hubs containing 
this knowledge.
• One estimate shows more 23,000 papers 

COVID-19 literature published since 
January more than and is doubling every 
20 days—among the biggest explosions of 
scientific literature ever (Brainard, 2020).
• Numerous entities producing and / or 

collecting this knowledge, albeit with 
duplications (e.g. government policy 
trackers).
• Challenges in finding the best-fit C0VID-19 knowledge to one's context in the 

shortest period of time possible.



Objective

• The Living Hub of COVID-19 Knowledge Hubs aims to systematically 
collate all hubs of COVID-19-related knowledge into one platform, a one-
stop-shop or hub of hubs.
• Allow users such as health and social systems decision-makers to rapidly 

identify the most relevant resources.
• Covid-19 Knowledge Hubs are broadly defined as any publicly available 

platforms whose main area of focus is to gather and share relevant 
research, data, and other types of evidence related to the Covid-19 
pandemic.



Eligibility criteria
The Living Hub of COVID-19 Knowledge Hubs includes HUBS with:
• Resources that have a clear scope to be used by decision-makers in the 

public sector.
• A dedicated section or an easy-to-access filter to select the specific 

COVID-19 resources.
• At least one of i) documents that collate evidence ii) epidemiology 

information iii) description of government responses
• At least two of i) expert opinions ii) other resources related to research 

activities e.g., funding opportunities.
• No limitation on regional scope of hub, outcomes and sector.



Searching for hubs
1. Google search 
2. Evidence organisations
3. Twitter hashtags #COVID19 or 

#COVID-19 
4. Snowballing 



Screening and coding

• Online in google 
sheets.

• Double screening



Includes



Excludes



Data extraction

The process:

• Project from Mid-April to end 
of June.
• Total 4 coders involved.
• All coding in Google sheets.
• Reconciliation of coding 

questions in weekly 
meetings.
• 213 hubs data extracted.

The information extracted:

• Identification of the Hub (description, 
geographical scope)
• Eligibility criteria (2 categories)
• Characteristics of the Hub (as organization)
• Type of resources available
• Characteristics of the resources available
• Information topics
• Characteristics of the website (including 

response mechanism for policymakers)



Updating the Living Hub of COVID-19 Knowledge Hubs

• Committed to weekly updates for the next month.
• Next phase focuses on snowballing currently included 

hubs with external links.
• Then, run the searches each week and code newly 

included hubs.
• For next month: open for inputs from COVID-END 

partners, but not external stakeholders.
• Eventually, also need to check hubs that have been 

already coded for any characteristics that might have 
changed. Different to living SRs as some included hubs 
are ‘living’ themselves. 



A snapshot


